
 
 

 
 

Santa Barbara County Transit Advisory Council 
(SBCTAC) 

 
 

MINUTES 
Tuesday, June 13, 2006 

 
Buellton City Council Chambers 

140 West Highway 246 
Buellton, CA 

 
 

 
 
SBCTAC Members Present 
 
Petra Lowen (Chair) Independent Living Resource Center 
Barry Stotts Community Access Network 
Julie Kahn Transit User (South County) 
Ed Zoost SMAT/RAC 
Victor Suhr Housing Authority of S.B. City 
Bea Merwin Community Partners in Caring 
Kirk Spry Vocal Training Center 
Ernesto Paredes Easy Lift - CTSA 
Matt Dobberteen Santa Barbara County Transit 
Howard Kraus R&D Transportation 
David Damiano SBMTD 
Dean Palius Santa Ynez Valley People Helping People 
Joseph Rye SMAT 
 
SBCAG Staff  
 
Michael Powers 
Sarkes Khachek 
 
Others Present 
 
Pat Mickelson Caltrans – District 5 
Michael Seden-Hansen SMAT 
 
 
 
1. CALL TO ORDER AND INTRODUCTIONS 
 

Chair Petra Lowen called the meeting to order and initiated a round of introductions.   
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2. PUBLIC COMMENT 
 

Chair Lowen asked for public comment and there was none. 

 
3.   APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

 
Howard Kraus commented that his name be included to the list of members present since 
he was in attendance for the May 9, 2006 meeting.  Joe Rye noted that the average fare per 
passenger identified on page 3 was $.50.   
 
Following a motion by Julie Kahn, seconded by Victor Suhr, the Minutes of the May 9, 2006 
SBCTAC meeting were approved with recommended changes.  Matt Dobberteen, David 
Damiano and Dean Palius abstained. 
 

4.   UNMET TRANSIT NEEDS 
 

Sarkes Khachek presented the report.  Sarkes noted that due to a correction on the 
operating cost per hour figure for the request for Weekend Service from Vandenberg Air 
Force Base to Lompoc and Santa Ynez Valley the finding was not reasonable to meet 
based on Criteria 4 in addition to Criteria 6. 
 
Dean Palius mentioned that the required Farebox Recovery Ratio for the requested service 
from the Santa Ynez Valley to Lompoc and Santa Maria should be 15% instead of 20% and 
that Los Alamos Transit operating costs figures were not relevant in the analysis.  He also 
disagreed with the comparison to the past Clipper service because the service was 
underprovided and not well marketed. 
 
David Damiano asked if Consumer Price Index was considered in projecting operating costs 
figures and Sarkes responded that it was difficult to determine what the most appropriate 
methodology to use. 
 
Matt Dobberteen mentioned that the North County Transit Plan will provide more information 
and that we are getting closer.   
 
Dean Palius said that Richard Fernbaugh made an observation that a requested service 
could not end up being reasonable to meet even though the Farebox Recovery Ratio was 
close to what an existing service was reaching. 
 
Joe Rye asked if a proposed service is within the target if an existing service or Systemwide 
in terms of farebox should it be reasonable to meet. 
 
Dean Palius said that ridership projections should be improved and that there are five years 
of surveys providing information on requested services.  Dean also mentioned that longer 
distances have a greater impact on operating costs for certain services and that there is an 
issue with having a required 20% Farebox Recovery Ratio versus a 15% Farebox Recovery 
Ratio. 
 
Dean Palius recommended approval of the final draft of the 2006 Transit Needs Assessment 
with the recommendations in a letter from SBCTAC to the Board that the assessment be 
upgraded next year to include more detailed analysis and that the reasonable to meet 
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definition be revisited.  Matt Dobberteen requested that SBCTAC also recognize the transit 
operators for their efforts in addressing transit requests with new or expanded services as 
part of the motion. 
 
Kirk Spry seconded the motion and the recommendation was approved unanimously. 
 
David Damiano asked Petra Löwen how service to the Westside Community Center was 
doing and Petra responded that a curb for pick-up was not identified, but otherwise it was 
doing well.  

 
5.   FARMWORKER TRANSPORTATION PROGRAM 
 

Matt Dobberteen provided an oral status report.  He reported that the Enterprise Van 
Leasing company was interested and that the legal review is fine. 
 
Matt noted that there will be a meeting on June 27 to review the technical process with 
stakeholders involved including representatives from the County of Santa Barbara, COAST, 
and SBCAG Traffic Solutions staff. 
 
Kirk Spry asked if there was any public incentive included in the cost of ridership and Matt 
responded that fuel cards were being distributed for the first three months of the service. 
 
Dean Palius asked if one individual was personally responsible for the lease of the vehicle 
and Matt responded affirmatively.   
 
Dean asked if licensing was an issue and Matt responded that the driver would need a 
Class B driver’s license to operate the vehicle and there would be financial assistance to 
drivers to address licensing costs. 
 
Joey Rye mentioned that there was $20 million included as part of the California State 
Budget for Farmworker transportation that could be available. 
 
David Damiano asked if the driver has to fill out the paperwork and Matt responded 
affirmatively and added that drivers won’t automatically be turned away for not having a 
credit card.  Criteria like how long the person has been at a job or how long they have been 
at their residence will be included in the evaluating drivers. 
 
Kirk Spry asked if Enterprise was responsible for maintenance of the vehicles and Matt 
responded affirmatively. 
 
Dean Palius asked if COAST was happy with the service plan and Matt Dobberteen 
responded that COAST had been included in discussions and invited to field visits. 

 
6. ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

Michael Powers noted that dates and locations of the North County Transit Plan workshops 
had been determined and that a flyer was available including all information. 
 
Joe Rye reported on future service improvements for Santa Maria Area Transit.  These 
improvements include evening service to 10:15PM and the purchase of 5 vehicles. 
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Joe mentioned that SMAT was experiencing high ridership with ninety-six thousand riders in 
May 2006.  The Breeze was carrying 165 riders per day. 
 
Joe also reported that he was leaving SMAT to accept a new position in the Bay Area with 
an agency called WHEELS.  All SBCTAC members thanked Joe for his service and wished 
him good fortune. 
 
David Damiano reported that SBMTD was currently hiring for an Assistant Planning 
Manager position.  SBMTD is also conducting a feasibility study on their Downtown Transit 
Center. 
 
David also mentioned that SBMTD was working on addressing overcrowding on Lines 1 and 
2, 6 and 11 with service enhancements and additional vehicles.  Service improvements for 
Lines 1 and 2 scheduled in January 2007. 
 
Michael Seden-Hansen reported that an Amtrak California representative could present to 
the committee at a future meeting if so desired and the committee responded affirmatively. 

 
7. ADJOURN 
 

There being no other business, SBCTAC adjourned to Tuesday, July 11 at 1:30 PM. 
 


