
 
June 13, 2006 
 
 
Chairman and Supervisor Joe Centeno and SBCAG Board of Directors 
 
 
Dear Supervisor Centeno and SBCAG Board Members: 
 
Re: 2006 Transit Needs Assessment - Final Draft 
 
As the Social Services Transportation Advisory Council for Santa Barbara County, the Santa 
Barbara County Transit Advisory Committee (SBCTAC) is statutorily required to review and 
recommend action by the Regional Transportation Planning Agency regarding the annual transit 
needs assessment.  
 
SBCTAC has been very involved in the preparation of the 2006 Transit Needs Assessment and 
had an opportunity to review and consider the Final Draft of the Assessment.  The Committee 
spent considerable time working with staff to apply the new definitions that were approved by 
your board earlier in the year.   
 
SBCTAC unanimously recommended approval of the Final Draft of the Transit Needs 
Assessment and the findings of unmet need and reasonable to meet at our June 13, 2006 
meeting with the following recommendation that SBCTAC: 
 

- Discuss and consider new approaches to projecting operating costs and new ridership 
estimates that are used to assess the objective of reasonable to meet for new services. 

- Revisiting the definition of Reasonable to Meet, more specifically relating to the criteria 
included in the definition in determining reasonableness.  For example, in determining 
the viability of new services in an urban area should the overall threshold for fare box 
recovery be the existing system wide fare box or the target for fare box recovery which is 
20% for urban areas.  

 
Additionally, as part of our approval action, SBCTAC would like to commend the local transit 
providers for being proactive in addressing the transit needs of their respective communities by 
providing expanded or new services in response to the transit needs that were raised by the 
public at the unmet transit needs hearings in January and February of this year.  
 
Thank you for the opportunity for providing this input.  Please let me know if you have any 
questions. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
Petra Löwen 
Chair 
Santa Barbara County Transit Advisory Committee 


