
 
 

 
 

 
STAFF REPORT 

 
 
 
SUBJECT: Jobs Access Reverse Commute (JARC) and New Freedom (NF) Funding 

Programs 
 
 
MEETING DATE: July 11, 2006  AGENDA ITEM:   5  
 
 
STAFF CONTACT: Sarkes Khachek 
 
 
RECOMMENDATION: 
 
Receive report on Federal Fiscal Year 2006 JARC/New Freedom Grant Application and 
Guidelines administered by Caltrans 
 
SUMMARY:  
 
Per the recently enacted SAFETEA-LU1 federal legislation, two new formula-driven funding 
programs, Jobs Access/Reverse Commute (JARC) and New Freedom, were created to serve 
the transportation needs of individuals with disabilities, older adults, and individuals with limited 
incomes.   
 
Funding allocations for the JARC program are based upon the number of low-income persons, 
whereas allocations for New Freedom program are based upon population of persons with 
disabilities.   
 
For both funding programs, allocations will be distributed as follows: 
 
60% to designated recipients in areas with populations over 200,000  
20% to States to small urbanized areas (populations of 50,000 to 199,999 i.e. Lompoc, Santa 
Barbara South Coast and Santa Maria) 
20% to States to non-urbanized areas (populations less than 50,000 i.e. Buellton, Guadalupe 
Solvang and unincorporated Santa Barbara County) 
 
Since there are only small urbanized and non-urbanized areas within Santa Barbara County, 
Caltrans will administer the JARC and New Freedom funding programs for Santa Barbara 
County.  Funding will be distributed through a statewide selection process. 
 
The FTA FFY 2006 apportionments for California are as follows: 
 
Total JARC: $19.8 million 

                                                 
1 Safe, Accountable, Flexible, Efficient Transportation Equity Act: A Legacy for Users 



 

 

JARC small urbanized areas: $2.9 million 
JARC non-urbanized areas: $1.4 million 
 
Total New Freedom: $9.7 million 
NF small urbanized areas: $1.6 million 
NF non-urbanized areas: $0.7 million 
 
Total Funding for small urbanized and non-urbanized areas is $6.6 million for California. 
 
Eligible applicants may include local government agencies, Metropolitan Planning Organizations 
(MPO’s), social services agencies, tribal governments, private and public transit operators and 
nonprofit organizations. 
 
Applicants apply for funds based upon their population i.e. Santa Maria applicants would apply 
for funds in the small urbanized area category since Santa Maria’s population is between 
50,000 and 199,999.   
 
As previously stated, Caltrans will select projects for applicants in small urbanized and non-
urbanized areas.  A review committee comprised of staff from regional transportation planning 
agencies (RTPA's), MPO’s, Consolidated Transportation Service Agencies (CTSA's), transit 
agencies and social services agencies will review, score and rank the project applications.   
 
Project applications will then be submitted to the Caltrans Division of Mass Transportation for a 
statewide competitive review ranking.  A final list of selected projects will be published and 
submitted to FTA for funding. 
 
Applications are available for download from the Caltrans Division of Mass Transportation’s 
website at http://www.dot.ca.gov/hq/MassTrans/.  Applications will also be distributed at the 
meeting once available. 
 
The following is Caltrans timeline for administering the applications: 
 
Schedule of Implementation for FFY 06 Applications 
 
Final applications available to agencies - First week of July 
Applications due to MPO (SBCAG) - August 15 
Applications due to Caltrans HQ - September 8 
Pinned by FTA - September 30 
 
Required Coordinated Public Transit Plan for FFY 07 
Starting in Federal Fiscal Year 2007, SAFETEA-LU will require an annual statewide competitive 
selection process with all projects funded by JARC and New Freedom be derived from a locally 
developed human services transportation coordination plan.   
 
The Coordinated Public Transit Plan (CPTP) will help identify the transportation needs of 
individuals with disabilities, older adults, and individuals with limited incomes, and provide a 
strategy for meeting these needs and help prioritize services through SAFETEA-LU’s programs. 
 
While SBCAG was originally planning to prepare the CPTP in cooperation with transit agencies 
now it has transpired that Caltrans HQ, not SBCAG, is the designated recipient for these 



 

 

programs for our County.  Given there is no designated funding to prepare the plan, the 
program funding levels are quite small, SBCAG will be reevaluating our approach. 
 
More information regarding the timeline for development of the CPTP will be provided once 
available from FTA and Caltrans. 
 
For information in the interim, please visit the following page, 
http://www.fta.dot.gov/documents/FAQ_Coordination_Plan.doc 
 
BACKGROUND: 
 
Included in the recently enacted SAFETEA-LU Federal transportation legislation, the human 
services transportation coordination provisions aim to improve transportation services for person 
with disabilities, older adults, and individuals with lower incomes, by ensuring that communities 
coordinate transportation resources provided through multiple federal programs through the 
Federal Transit Administration (FTA). 
 
These federal programs include: 
 
FTA 5310 Elderly and Disabled Transportation Program – This program provides capital 
grants for the purpose of meeting transportation needs of elderly persons and persons with 
disabilities where public mass transportation services are otherwise unavailable, insufficient, or 
inappropriate.   
 
Eligible projects include buses, vans, communication equipment, computers and software. 
 
For more information: 
 
http://www.fta.dot.gov/documents/FTA_Elderly_and_Indiv_with_Disab_Fact_Sheet_Sept05.pdf 
 
FTA 5316 Jobs Access/Reverse Commute Program – This program provides transportation 
services to and from training, employment, and childcare services to qualified welfare and low-
income recipients. 
 
Eligible projects include but are not limited to promoting public transportation by low-income 
workers, promoting use of transit vouchers for welfare recipients and eligible low-income 
individuals, or subsidizing the costs associated with adding reverse commute, bus, train, 
carpool, van routes or service from urbanized areas and other urbanized areas to suburban 
workplaces. 
 
For more information:  
 
http://www.fta.dot.gov/documents/FTA_JARC_Fact_Sheet_Sept05.pdf 
 
http://www.fta.dot.gov/documents/FAQ_Job_Access_and_Reverse_Commute_Program.doc 
 
FTA 5317 New Freedom Program – This program provides for public transportation services 
and public transportation alternatives beyond those required by the American with Disabilities 
Act that assist individuals with transportation, including transportation to and from jobs, and 
employment support services. 
 



 

 

Eligible projects include but are not limited to purchasing vehicles and supporting accessible 
taxi, ride-sharing, and vanpooling programs, providing transit services beyond minimum 
requirements, supporting voucher programs for transportation services offered by human 
service providers and supporting volunteer driver and aide programs. 
 
For more information: 
 
http://www.fta.dot.gov/documents/FTA_New_Freedom_Fact_Sheet_Sept05.pdf 
 
http://www.fta.dot.gov/documents/FAQ_New_Freedom.doc 
 

 


