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Conference Room - Central Coast Water Authority 
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Buellton, CA 

 
 

 
 
SBCTAC Members Present 
 
Petra Lowen (Chair) Independent Living Resource Center 
Rick Hummel LOVARC 
Barry Stotts Community Access Network 
Dan Brazil Santa Ynez Valley Transit 
Cathy Farrar Transit User (North County) 
Julie Kahn Transit User (South County) 
Ed Zoost SMAT/RAC 
Ernesto Paredes Easy Lift 
David Damiano SBMTD 
Richard Fernbaugh COLT/Lompoc 
Barbie Deutsch BE for Change 
Dean Palius Santa Ynez Valley People Helping People 
Matt Dobberteen Santa Barbara County Transit 
Victor Suhr Housing Authority of S.B. City 
Howard Kraus R&D Transportation 
Julie Guzman In Home Supportive Services 
Joe Rye SMAT/Santa Maria 
Bea Merwin Community Partners in Caring 
 
SBCAG Staff  
 
Michael Powers 
Sarkes Khachek 
Gregg Hart 
 
Others Present 
 
Pat Mickelson Caltrans – District 5 
Michael Seden-Hansen BREEZE/Santa Maria 
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1. CALL TO ORDER AND INTRODUCTIONS 
 

Chair Petra Lowen called the meeting to order and initiated a round of introductions.   
 
2. PUBLIC COMMENT 
 

Chair Lowen asked for public comment and there was none.  

 
3.   APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

 
Following a motion by Julie Kahn, seconded by Bea Merwin, the Minutes of the February 14, 
2006 SBCTAC meeting were approved. 
 
 

4.   UNMET TRANSIT NEEDS 
 

Sarkes Khachek presented the staff report and provided an additional handout summarizing 
input from the North County Transit plan outreach. 
 
Matt Dobberteen acknowledged Petra Löwen for the good job she did representing 
SBCTAC during testimony given during the February SBCAG Unmet Transit Needs hearing. 
 
Barry Stotts mentioned providing an acceptable time for pick-up to provide better 
connectivity with the Clean Air Express and Michael Powers responded that it would be 
addressed in the North County Transit Plan. 
 
Matt Dobberteen asked if anyone had input on the needs expressed at the Santa Maria 
public hearing regarding request for service from the communities of Garey and Sisquoc. 
 
Barry Stotts responded that Supervisor Joe Centeno scheduled a town hall meeting in 
Garey/Sisquoc. 
 
Dean Palius mentioned that there are some students at Benjamin Foxen School in Sisquoc 
that come from Santa Maria. 
 
Joe Rye said that he would check his call log to retrieve the resident’s information that 
provided testimony at the Santa Maria public hearing.  
  
Dean Palius asked what happened with the focus group meeting in Santa Ynez Valley and 
Sarkes responded that a summary of the meeting was included in the February staff report. 
 
Michael Powers noted that Santa Ynez Valley Transit expends all Transportation 
Development Act (TDA) funding on transit. 
 
Dean mentioned the need to look at more non-traditional ways of providing transit service 
like in Los Alamos. 
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Matt Dobberteen asked Dan Brazil if there were any requests on Santa Ynez Valley Transit 
(SYVT).  Dan Brazil responded that SYVT is getting requests for more frequent service, 
more Sunday services and service to Santa Barbara. 
 
Dean Palius mentioned that his agency is getting requests for service on the east of 
Highway 154 in rural farming areas and asked how this can be addressed. 
 
Bea Merwin mentioned the needs of the elderly looking for better access to transportation. 
 
Ernesto Parades responded that seniors don’t want to drive at night and additional 
paratransit services were vital for the future. 
 
Matt Dobberteen mentioned that recommendations from the North County Transit Plan 
would prove to be very vital. 
 

 
5.   MEASURE D REAUTHORIZATION 
 

Michael Powers provided an overview of Measure D’s history and current status of the 
Measure A+B renewal.   
 
Michael also mentioned that a response letter from SBCTAC had been drafted for review 
and modification as appropriate. 
 
Gregg Hart mentioned that the next month would be critical for the renewal of Measure D. 
 
Ernesto Parades expressed concern that the funds in the renewal measure were inadequate 
for paratransit services and mentioned the need for more information on commuter rail. 
 
Gregg Hart responded that there are many different views in the county on commuter rail, 
but poll results show that there is countywide support at 70% of voters in favor of commuter 
rail. 
 
Gregg added that widening of Highway 101 on the South Coast is not enough and that 
commuter rail is a short term solution. 
 
Ernesto Parades mentioned that commuter rail would be benefiting people who don’t live in 
Santa Barbara County. 
 
Dean Palius mentioned that projects like commuter rail are a socio-economic subsidy to 
local businesses that contribute to Santa Barbara’s economy. 
 
Kirk Spry mentioned that oil reserves were being depleted and that alternative modes of 
transportation needed to be looked at. 
 
Gregg Hart responded that 40% of Measure A+B would fund alternative transportation. 
 
David Damiano mentioned that the Santa Barbara MTD Board of Directors felt that there 
was not enough funding for transit in Measure A if Measure B does not pass. 
 
Richard Fernbaugh asked if there was an agreement with Union Pacific for commuter rail. 
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Gregg Hart responded that commuter rail could be an extension of Metrolink commuter rail 
from Los Angeles to Santa Barbara. 
 
Barbie Deutsch asked if commuter rail would be extended north to Lompoc and Gregg Hart 
responded the geography between South Coast and North County does not allow it.  Gregg 
added that increased regional bus service would address demand. 
 
Petra Löwen mentioned that commuter rail between North County and South Coast needed 
to be looked at and Gregg Hart responded that it would be difficult to add more money in the 
expenditure plan for more commuter rail. 
 
Ernesto Parades expressed the need for funding paratransit. 
 
Gregg Hart mentioned that SBCTAC would need to submit the response letter by the end of 
next week. 
 
The committee then discussed modifications to the response letter. 
 
Matt Dobberteen mentioned the possibility of oil reserves being depleted in the year 2010 
and asked SBCTAC to consider a 3-point checklist when considering the response letter. 
 
The checklist considered if the funding level was adequate, if there was balance, and if the 
program was clear and understandable. 
 
Dean Palius mentioned that if the language on the ballot is like ‘if this then that,’ then it is too 
complicated and is never going to pass. 
 
Gregg Hart responded that voters want transportation improvements and want a balanced 
plan. 
 
Dean Palius suggested a subcommittee of SBCTAC members be formed to work on the 
response letter. 
 
Gregg Hart stressed that time was an issue and that the letter would need to be submitted 
very soon. 
 
Joe Rye asked if there was disadvantage for waiting to submit the letter and Michael Powers 
responded affirmatively.   
 
Dean Palius recommended a conference call to approve the changes to the letter. 
 
Dean Palius made a motion to form a subcommittee to work on the letter and Barbie 
Deutsch seconded. 
 
The subcommittee would include Matt Dobberteen, Joe Rye, Ernesto Parades, Richard 
Fernbaugh and Dean Palius. 
 
The committee discussed the challenge with coordination of a subcommittee and submitting 
the letter in a timely manner and instead agreed to continue discussing modifications to the 
letter at the meeting. 
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The committee discussed several possible modifications to the letter and agreed to the 
following: 
 
- Supporting guaranteed funding for local transit from each jurisdiction’s local funding 

allocation for transportation. 
- Recommending funding levels for transit as high as possible 
- Supporting greater funding for paratransit services provided by CTSA’s and local transit 

providers 
 
Michael Powers said that staff would modify and distribute the letter according to SBCTAC’s 
recommended changes. 
 
6. ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

Sarkes Khachek mentioned that staff received one application for FTA 5310 funding prior to 
the March 3rd deadline. 
 

 Richard Fernbaugh asked staff to describe FTA 5310 and asked who had applied. 
 

Sarkes Khachek responded that FTA 5310 funding was a Federal source of funding 
administered by Caltrans for the purchase of capital needs like vans, buses, computers and 
radio equipment to serve the transit needs of the elderly and disabled.  Sarkes mentioned 
that the applicant was Santa Maria Area Transit (SMAT). 
 
Dan Brazil asked how an agency could get an application and Sarkes responded that 
agencies could contact SBCAG staff or Caltrans. 

 
7. NEXT SBCTAC MEETING DATE 
  

Tentative meeting date is Tuesday, April 11 at 1:30 PM 
 
8. ADJOURN 
 

There being no other business, SBCTAC adjourned to Tuesday, April 11 at 1:30PM 
 


