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SBCTAC Members Present 
 
Petra Lowen (Chair) Independent Living Resource Center 
Rick Hummel LOVARC 
Matt Dobberteen County of Santa Barbara 
Barry Stotts Community Access Network 
Victor Suhr Santa Barbara Housing Authority 
Harry Watson SMOOTH 
Dean Palius Santa Ynez Valley People Helping People 
Cathy Farrar Transit User (North County) 
Julie Kahn Transit User (South County) 
Richard Fernbaugh City of Lompoc/COLT 
David Damiano SBMTD 
Ed Zoost SMAT/RAC 
Joseph Rye City of Santa Maria 
Polly Bleavins Children & Families Commission 
 
SBCAG Staff  
 
Michael Powers 
Sarkes Khachek 
Jonathan Whitt 
 
Others Present 
 
Pat Mickelson Caltrans 
Kevin Ready Legal Counsel SBCAG 
Michael Seden-Hansen City of Santa Maria 
David Smith, Esq. Santa Ynez Band of Chumash Indians 
Mike Faeth Easy Lift 
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1. CALL TO ORDER AND INTRODUCTIONS 
 

Chair Petra Lowen called the meeting to order and initiated a round of introductions.   
 
2. PUBLIC COMMENT 
 

Chair Lowen asked for public comment and there was none.  

 
3.  APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

 
Following a motion by Julie Kahn seconded by Cathy Farrar, the Minutes of the August 9, 
2005 SBCTAC meeting were unanimously approved subject to editorial corrections provided 
by Michael Seden-Hansen. 
 

4.  DEFINITIONS 
 

Chair Lowen provided an update of the deliberations of the Definitions Committee that 
consider definition of “unmet transit need.”  The committee unanimously proposed 
recommended changes that addressed some of the significant concerns that had been 
raised in the past.  The changes were listed in bold/strikeout format are:  

An unmet transit need is the expressed or identified need of a significant segment of the 
community for additional public transportation services to meet existing basic mobility 
needs which are not currently being met through the existing system of public transit 
services or private transportation services.  Included, at a minimum, are those public 
transportation or specialized services that are identified in the Regional Transportation 
Plan, short-range transit plan, and/or transit development plan that have not been 
implemented or funded. 

 
If an expressed or identified need is determined by SBCAG to be an “operational issue,” 
it shall not be considered to be an unmet transit need.  Requests that do not require an 
identifiable additional increment of service will generally be considered operational.  
Issues such as, but not limited to, the adequacy or location of bus stops, minor route 
improvements, marketing, and service reliability will generally be considered operational. 
 
The identified needs must be for the system of general public transit services.  The 
transportation needs of a limited set of individuals or of the clients of agencies shall not, 
in and of themselves, be sufficient to justify a finding of unmet transit needs.  All eligible 
users of a given service should have equivalent access or opportunity to use the service. 

 
Matt Dobberteen provided additional background on the discussions by the Definitions 
Committee citing that some considered a wholesale change to the definition and some 
suggested a more quantitative approach such as establishing a minimum threshold of need, 
e.g., 10 requests.  Matt stressed the interest of the committee in turning the debate to the 
issue of reasonableness vs. if a need exists. 

 
Richard Fernbaugh expressed some concerns about the definition being too broad.  Kevin 
Ready indicated that the reference to community was broader than one person and Michael 
added that all requests are examined. 
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Joe Rye and Dean Palius recommended that the modifications also be reviewed by TTAC 
and Michael concurred.   

 
Harry Watson asked if the committee had addressed the “reasonable to meet” criteria and 
Petra replied no, the committee ran out of time and will consider it next month.  Michael 
added that the new definitions will go to the SBCAG board as a package, not individually. 

 
Dean Palius moved adoption of the recommendation of the Definitions Committee.  Cathy 
Farrar seconded the motion and it was approved with Joe Rye abstaining. 

 
 
5.  OUTREACH 
 

Michael Powers discussed options on outreach efforts for FY 2006-07 transit needs 
process.  He described past efforts which included surveys and focus groups. 

 
The following ideas were proposed: 
 

- Contact administrators of the “211” call in system, CRIS Directory, and other         
comprehensive social service coordinators for indication of transportation requests 

- Conduct mid-County workshop 
- Include briefings on existing services so people understand what already exists 
- Conduct mid afternoon workshop at Westside Center, Santa Barbara 
- Go out to senior residential facilities in Santa Maria 
- Use SMAT RACK to host workshop at Town Center Mall 
- Coordinate outreach with workshops for North County Transit Plan 
- Survey residents on willingness to pay for new transit services 

 
Michael indicated staff would return to the committee next month with a proposal for 
consideration. 
  

 
6.  TRANSIT AGENCY BRIEFINGS 
 

David Damiano, provided an overview of SBMTD operations.  He stressed the community 
outreach prior to the initiation of MTD services.  He described the specialized transit 
services that respond to community needs.  He described the bus education program 
developed to introduce people to MTD services. 
 
Joe Rye asked how the specialized services are funded.  Mr. Damiano replied that funding 
varies by route but in general consists of fares, local agency contributions, business 
contributions/fees, among other sources. 
 
Victor Suhr asked about changes to the Transit Center and David replied that it is under 
study and may incorporate mixed use, parking, bus transit, including the Greyhound facility, 
among other considerations. 
 
Barry Stotts asked if service animals were allowed on buses and David replied affirmatively.  
 
Joe Rye asked how frequently their course was offered and David replied twice a year, 
supplemented by on-site classes at senior group homes and other facilities. 
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7.  ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

Michael introduced new SBCAG staff member Sarkes Khachek.  Chair Lowen and others 
welcomed him aboard. 
 
Joe Rye announced that SMAT has experienced record ridership and now the buses are 
crowded and he attributed this to the cost of gasoline prompting more people to take the 
bus.  Joe also volunteered to give the transit agency overview next month at SBCTAC. 

 
8.  NEXT SBCTAC MEETING DATE 
 

The next SBCTAC meeting was set for Tuesday, November 8 at 2:00 PM. 
 
There being no other business, SBCTAC adjourned. 

 


