
 
 

 
 

Agenda Item 3B 
 
 
 

MINUTES 
 
 

NORTH COUNTY TRANSIT ADVISORY COMMITTEE 
 

A committee of the Santa Barbara County  
Social Service Transportation Advisory Council 

 
Tuesday, May 10, 2005 

 
Moon Room – Ruffoni Building 

110 S. Pine Street 
City of Santa Maria 

Santa Maria, CA 
 

 
 
 
Members Present 
 
Joe Rye (Chair) City of Santa Maria – SMAT 
Kirk Spry VTC Enterprises 
Matt Dobberteen Santa Barbara County, P/W - Transit 
Rick Hummel LOVARC 
Barry Stotts  Community Action Network 
Bruce Wilkins Area Agency on Aging 
Harry Watson SMOOTH 
Cathy Farrar Transit Advocate, Lompoc Valley 
 
SBCAG Staff 
 
Michael Powers SBCAG 
 
Others 
 
Michael Seden-Hansen City of Santa Maria – SMAT 
Pat Mickelson Caltrans 
 
 
1. CALL TO ORDER AND INTRODUCTIONS 
 

Joe Rye called the meeting to order at 1:40 PM and initiated a round of introductions. 
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2. PUBLIC COMMENT 
 

Joe Rye asked for public comment Barry Stotts stated that a farm labor issues meeting 
was scheduled for May 12, Thursday, 5:30 at the Betteravia Government Center.   

 
 
3. MINUTES 
 

Following a motion by Bruce Wilkins, seconded by Harry Watson the NCTAC Minutes of 
April 12, 2005 were unanimously approved. 

 
 

4. RECEIVE SUMMARY OF SBCTAC MEETING 
 

Michael Powers presented a summary of the April 12 SBCTAC meeting.  He outlined the 
discussion and resolution of the matter of public comment and described the approval of 
the findings of unmet need and reasonable to meet.  He also summarized the policy 
issues. 

 
 
5. TRANISIT NEEDS ASSESSMENT 
 

Michael Powers presented an overview of the SBCAG April meeting and the testimony 
that was included in the NCTAC mailing.  He stated that following the testimony, the 
board continued the item until May to allow staff the time to review the new material.  
 
Harry Watson stated that the staff report was fine and that the proposed service request 
underestimated the scope of the problem.   

 
Barry Stotts asked about the status of the service proposal and Michael replied that it 
had been formally withdrawn.  
 
Matt Dobberteen expressed concerns about the lack of consensus on this topic.  Matt 
also asked Joe Rye about any proposals to provide service to the Westside Packing 
Houses.  Joe replied that they will initiate operational modification of their service in 
January, 2006 that will extend service to the Packing Houses west of Stowell Rd.  
 

 
6. INTERCOMMUNITY TRANSIT SERVICE 
 
 Joe Rye provided an update on the April rollout of “The Breeze.”  He described the 

marketing coverage, promotional events, and that there were 177 riders during the first 
day of service.  Harry complemented that start, particularly the marketing campaign, and 
asked if larger buses could be obtained. Michael Seden-Hansen replied that the 
contractor had a back up if needed.  Matt Dobberteen agreed and said that the service 
already had good name recognition.  Barry noted the support from VAFB, particularly, 
Adrian.  Joe agreed and in response to a question from Michael replied that the riders 
included some airmen and base contractors.  Bruce asked if there were transfers and 
Joe replied yes, onto the SMAT and COLT systems.  Barry said he announced the 



NCTAC Minutes – May 10, 2005 
 

 3

initiation of the service at the Affirmative Action Committee meeting and it was well 
received. 

 
7. COMMITTEE REORGANIZATION 
 
 Michael described the transition to the countywide organization.  Barry recommended 

retaining an informal structure to allow for subregional participation.  Joe asked Michael 
if this would be allowed.  Michael replied affirmatively so long as the logistics were 
simplified.   

 
 Michael asked if the first meeting in Buellton, Tuesday July 12, 1:30 was acceptable and 

all replied affirmatively.   Joe asked about the issues that the group will examine. 
Michael replied that the definition of unmet needs and reasonable to meet, Measure D 
reauthorization, North County Transit Plan, will comprise the topics.   

 
6. COMMUNICATIONS 
 

Michael indicated that he had talked to Corinne Bernstein and she was concerned that 
the Sunday bus was stopping at 5:15, not 5:45 and she had heard rumors of a fare 
increase.  Joe Rye stated that there were no immediate plans for a fare increase.   
 
Barry Stotts asked what the upcoming SBCAG board items were of interest.  Michael 
replied that unmet transit needs and the transit committee consolidation would both be 
on the May agenda.  
 

 
7. ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

Michael Seden-Hansen announced the dedication of the Breeze bus at the end of the 
SBCAG board meeting of May 19. 

 
 
8. ADJOURN 

 
Having no other business, Joe Rye adjourned NCTAC AT 2:45 PM. 

 
 


