
 
 

 
 

Agenda Item 3A 
 

Santa Barbara County Transit Advisory Council 
(SBCTAC) 

 
 

MINUTES 
Tuesday, April 12, 2005 

 
Conference Room - Central Coast Water Authority 

255 Industrial Way 
Buellton, CA 

 
 

 
SBCTAC Members Present 
 
 
Polly Bleavins Children and Families Commission 
Rick Hummel LOVARC 
Howard Kraus R & D Transportation 
Petra Löwen (Chair) Independent Living Resource Center 
Joe Rye City of Santa Maria / SMAT 
Barry Stotts Community Access Network 
Victor Suhr Santa Barbara Housing Authority 
Bob Westwick Easy Lift – CTSA 
Harry Watson SMOOTH 
Julie Guzman SB Community Services 
Bill Sudman Multiple Sclerosis Society 
Bea Merwin Community Partners In Caring 
Bruce Wilkins Area Agency on Aging 
 
SBCAG Staff  
 
Ruth Garcia 
Michael Powers 
Jonathan Whitt 
 
Others Present 
 
Matt Dobberteen County of Santa Barbara / PW - transit 
Jesus Estrada United Mixtec Farmworkers (FIOB) 
Eleunteia Sanchez FIOB 
Tecrel Sosa  FIOB 
Michael Seden-Hansen City of Santa Maria/SMAT 
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1. CALL TO ORDER AND INTRODUCTIONS 
 

Chair Petra Löwen called the meeting to order at 2:30 PM and initiated a round of 
introductions.   

 
 
2. PUBLIC COMMENT 
 

Chair Löwen asked for public comment.  There was none.  

 
 
3.  APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

 
Following a motion by Bob Westwick seconded by Bea Merwin, the Minutes of the February 
8, 2005 SBCTAC meeting were unanimously approved with the following corrections:  Page 
three, paragraph one,  change “debarring” to “debarking” and change “top” to “stop”. 

 
 
4.  PUBLIC COMMENT PROCESS 
 

Ruth Garcia indicated that this item was requested by SCTAC representatives on the 
SBCTAC to discuss how to effectively manage meetings and public comment.  The 
committee discussed the process of accepting public comment at SBCTAC meetings.  Polly 
Bleavins suggested speaker slips and a sign in sheet and that every effort is made to stay on 
the topic at hand.  Petra Löwen indicated that while a sign in sheet was okay, speaker slips 
were too formal.  Kirk Spry recommended that the committee error on the side of ensuring 
accessibility and hearing all voices.  Barry Stotts suggested that the last meeting was 
somewhat unusual due to time required for Spanish translation.  Joe Rye remarked that the 
recent SBCTAC agendas have been quite full and that the length of some of the meetings is 
related to discussion among the committee members themselves.  Joe suggested that the 
committee be mindful on keeping the discussion concise and on the topic on hand. 
 
Jonathan Whitt translated the sense of the discussion in Spanish.  Jesus Estrada asked if 
the committee regularly meets in Buellton.  Michael Powers replied that the committee 
typically meets in Buellton as it is a central location.  Mr. Estrada recommended that the 
committee vary its meeting locations, e.g., Santa Maria, Lompoc, etc.  
 
In summary, Chair Löwen indicated that in the future, the committee will approach public 
comment with a little more formality such as imposing time limits on speakers and 
encouraging speakers to stay on track, and staff will provide a sign in sheet.   

 
 
5.  TRANSIT NEEDS ASSESSMENT 
 

Ruth Garcia provided an overview of the staff report and the Transit Needs Assessment, 
including an update on the public hearing testimony and correspondence, and specifically 
how public comments and policy issues were addressed.  Ms. Garcia complemented the 
response of SMAT to the service requests and the County on their interest in investigating 
the feasibility of a pilot van pool program for agricultural workers.  



SBCTAC Minutes – April 12, 2005 
 

 3

 
 
Jonathan Whitt provided Spanish translation services for this item.  

 
Matt Dobberteen described the investigation that the County would undertake regarding a 
pilot van pool program for agricultural workers, indicating that the research for the Transit 
Needs Assessment demonstrated that transit was not a reasonable solution to the 
transportation needs of the farmworkers in accessing rural-agricultural areas, but the Kings 
County vanpool program showed some potential promise for this area.    
 
Ruth Garcia went on to describe the other policy considerations such as the Long Range 
North County Regional Transit Plan and the re-examination of the definitions of “unmet 
need” and reasonable to meet.”  Michael Powers added that both these issues would be 
reviewed by SBCTAC and it looks to be a busy year for the committee. 
 
Ruth pointed out the recent increases in transit funding in the cities of Santa Maria and 
Lompoc.  Polly Bleavins asked how future population change might impact the flow of funds 
to various jurisdictions.  Ruth emphasized how the county works closely with the cities to 
fund the services.  Michael Powers added that population is the criteria used by SBCAG to 
distribute the revenues to various agencies, but he indicated that for the regional systems, 
such as SMAT, that serve both the City of Santa Maria and unincorporated Orcutt, the 
contributions from the County to the city are negotiated between the two agencies.  
 
Chair Löwen asked staff to describe the prior actions by SCTAC and NCTAC.  Ruth Garcia 
indicated that both committees had recommended that SBCTAC approve the report and 
findings. 
 
Following a motion by Polly Bleavins, seconded by Howard Kraus, SBCTAC unanimously 
voted to accept the Transit Needs Assessment and approved the findings and 
recommendations.  

 
 
6.  REGIONAL TRANSPORTATION PLAN 

 
Ruth Garcia provided a status report on the RTP update. She indicated most of the work this 
past month was technical report preparation including development of the traffic analysis.  
She estimated that it would be 1 to 2 months before a draft was issued for public review.   
 
Michael Powers added that the agency is facing a loss of Congestion Mitigation Air Quality 
(CMAQ) funds and this is troubling since it was used to fund the start up of the North County 
Intercommunity Transit Service (The Breeze), and the new MTD Santa Ynez Valley to South 
Coast service.   
 
Ruth Garcia reminded council members that the RTP was currently focused on North 
County and minor South Coast transportation projects but when the 101 in Motion is 
completed, that program of projects will be added to the RTP through a supplement.  Ruth 
distributed a summary of the final four packages developed and being considered for the 
101 in Motion program, and Michael added that staff would provide an update on the 101 in 
Motion at a future meeting.  
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7.  COMMUNICATIONS 
 

There was no correspondence submitted to the SBCTAC for consideration. Ruth Garcia 
distributed an SBCAG staff report and letter to Greyhound about impending service 
reductions.  She also distributed a copy of the SBCAG publication “Newswire” and stated 
that if members were not receiving it and wanted to be on the distribution list, they should let 
SBCAG know.   
 
 

8.  ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
Ruth Garcia announced that SBCAG staff had been meeting with representatives from the 
County Grand Jury regarding regional transit issues. 
 
Joe Rye announced the launch of the new intercommunity transit service, “The Breeze,” in 
three weeks and indicated he would notify members of the “grand opening” celebration once 
a date and time was firmed up.   
 
Ruth Garcia announced that she submitted her resignation to SBCAG effective April 22 and 
has accepted a Transportation Planner position with the Port of Long Beach.  Ruth received 
compliments from SBCTAC members for her work in the transit arena at SBCAG and all 
wished her the best with this new opportunity.   

 
 
9.  NEXT SBCTAC  MEETING DATE 
 

The next meeting date for SBCTAC is to be determined at a later date.  
 
 
10.  ADJOURN 
 

There being no other business, SBCTAC adjourned at 3:40 PM adjourned for a going away 
cake for Ruth. 


