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SBCTAC Members Present 
 
Randy Cummings National Federation of the Blind 
Matt Dobberteen County of Santa Barbara / PW - transit 
Cathy Farrar Transit User (North County) 
Julie Kahn Transit User (South Coast) 
Howard Kraus R & D Transportation 
Petra Löwen Independent Living Resource Center 
Steve Maas Santa Barbara MTD 
Dean Palius Santa Ynez Valley People Helping People 
Joe Rye City of Santa Maria / SMAT 
Barry Stotts Community Access Network 
Victor Suhr Transit User 
Jim Talbott SMOOTH - CTSA 
Bob Westwick Easy Lift – CTSA 
Bruce Wilkins Area Agency on Aging 
 
SBCAG Staff  Ruth Garcia 
 Michael Powers 
 
 
Others Present 
 
Jesus Estrada United Mixtec Farmworkers 
Ann Fryslie Santa Barbara City College 
Julie Guzman Santa Barbara City Community Services 
Melody Jorgensen TCR 
Pat Mickelson CalTrans, District 5 
Alex Pujo COAST 
Jessica Scheeter COAST 
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1. CALL TO ORDER AND INTRODUCTIONS 
 

Joe Rye (acting as the interim Chair) called the meeting to order at 1:35 PM and initiated a 
round of introductions.  Ruth Garcia introduced Ann Fryslie, a new member to SCTAC, 
representing the education community and Santa Barbara City College. 

 
 
2. PUBLIC COMMENT 
 

Joe Rye asked for public comment.  There was none.  

 
 
3.  APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

 
Following a motion by Richard Fernbaugh seconded by Julie Kahn, the Minutes of the 
March 30, 2004 SBCTAC meeting were unanimously approved with the following correction:  
Paragraph 1, item 7-  announcements, page 3; change line 23/26x/14x to state 13x/26x. 

 
 
4.  REGIONAL TRANSPORTATION PLAN 
 

Ruth Garcia presented an update to the Regional Transportation Plan, informing SBCTAC 
members of the environmental impact report process and the selection of Rincon, Inc. as 
the firm to perform the program EIR for the 2005 RTP.  Ms. Garcia also presented the initial 
draft update of the Goals, Policies and Objectives to SBCTAC members.  Ms. Garcia 
explained the process and the intent of the update to the RTP Policy Element.  Ms. Garcia 
stated that SBCTAC and the Technical Transportation Advisory Committee (TTAC) were 
being asked to review and comment on the proposed revisions.  Michael Powers further 
explained that the general public will have an opportunity to review and comment as well 
when the draft RTP is distributed for public review. 
 

 Ms. Garcia noted that Steve Maas had expressed some concern by MTD regarding the 
policies and objectives for transit at the TTAC meeting and asked Mr. Maas to share these 
concerns with SBCTAC.  Mr. Maas stated that in the 2001 policies and objectives, there was 
extensive discussion regarding transit, and that the new revisions removed too much from 
the discussion.  He indicated he would provide additional comments. 

 
Joe Rye discussed the need for the policies to reflect more on intermodal connectivity and 
the connection between local transit service and local rail service.  Julie Kahn expressed 
concern about the location of train stops in Santa Barbara County and discussed the need 
for a rail stop in Santa Maria.  Although the location of train stations is very important for 
passenger use, Mr. Powers explained that passenger rail service uses the Union Pacific 
tracks and that these tracks follow the coastline.  Therefore, Amtrak has attempted to 
respond to passenger needs by providing bus connections to the Surf and Guadalupe rail 
stations. 
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Ms. Garcia stated that she would be distributing the Goals, Policies and Objectives, with the 
edits as discussed in the TTAC and SBCTAC meetings, via e-mail for further review and 
comment by the members. 

 
 
5.  TRANSIT NEEDS ASSESSMENT 
 

Ruth Garcia provided an overview of the Transit Needs Assessment and gave an update on 
the discussions that have been held at both NCTAC and SCTAC.  Michael Powers 
discussed the direction of a focused approached in data gathering that will be in addition to 
the two public hearings that will be held by the SBCAG Board.  Steve Maas asked about the 
timeline that had been outlined in the staff report.  Ms. Garcia stated that this timeline was 
developed to set benchmarks to enable a timely disbursement of TDA funds, however, this 
timeline could be adjusted as needed through the process.  Chair Rye asked for public 
comments. 
 
Jessica Scheeter discussed a concern that a focus group for farmworker transportation had 
not been identified in original discussions for data collection through focus groups.  Ms. 
Scheeter suggested that a focus group for farmworkers include both transportation to work, 
as well as family general needs.  Ms. Scheeter also expressed that COAST believed that 
the work they are doing in surveying is above and beyond what SBCAG should do in data 
gathering, not replace what SBCAG should do for data gathering.  Ms. Scheeter referenced 
the CalTrans Agricultural Worker Transportation Needs Assessment (California Business, 
Transportation and Housing Agency) and requested that a focus group involving COAST, 
Jesus Estrada, CRLA and CC Todd be considered as a part of the data gathering process 
for the 2005 Transit Needs Assessment.  Alex Pujo expressed the importance of the North 
County process, in that there are available TDA funds in the North County that can be used 
for transit services for persons of limited means.  Mr. Pujo expressed that the focus of the 
farmworker transportation issue should be on the technical issues, not the political issues of 
potential service provision.  Mr. Pujo also stated that there should be a focus as well on 
general transit service and student transportation service needs.  Joe Rye discussed the 
importance of student transportation services and a focus in Santa Maria that has included 
additional service and facilities for high school student transportation.   
 
Dean Palius discussed the history of progress of transit service related to the transit needs 
assessment process, and that a focus should be placed on those agencies and service 
areas where TDA money is available, rather than on all agencies and service areas.  Mr. 
Palius also discussed the importance of regional transit service. 
 
Barry Stotts emphasized the need to evaluate transit service in the Santa Maria area based 
upon the development of new housing, farm workers needs, and the senior and disabled 
transit dependent needs.   
 
There was general discussion on transit oriented design, new and re-development review by 
transit agency representatives as a part of local agency planning review processes and the 
inclusion of transit stop accessibility. 
 
There was also general discussion regarding public outreach to inform the public of the 
upcoming Transit Needs Assessment Public Hearings.  It was agreed that all radio stations 
should be approached to air public service announcements and that Spanish language  
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stations, particularly 105.5 and 101.3 should be requested to air public service 
announcements of the public hearings.  In addition, the Spanish language newspapers, El 
Tiempo and Tiquio should be provided with news releases.   
 
Following a motion by Dean Palius, seconded by Julie Kahn, there was unanimous 
agreement that focus groups as described for North County Social Services, Guadalupe 
Healthy Start, Santa Ynez Valley rural residents, Allan Hancock College-Santa Maria 
campus and farmworkers and farmworker families should be pursued.  Following a motion 
by Barry Stotts, seconded by Victor Suhr, the public outreach plan for the public hearings 
was unanimously approved.  Following a motion by Richard Fernbaugh, seconded by Joe 
Rye there was unanimous agreement on the timeline for the public outreach, public hearings 
and focus groups. 

 
 
6.  MEDICAL SERIVCES TRANSPORTATION 

 
Michael Powers gave an update of the medical services transportation available in the North 
County.  Ruth Garcia gave an overview of the Buellton survey that was provided in the 
Buellton civic newsletter.  Ms. Garcia stated that there was limited response, but that there 
appears to be interest on the part of the Buellton Senior Center and that American Medical 
Response service (AMR) was interested in participating in service coordination. 
 
Richard Fernbaugh discussed the progress of the Lompoc Medical Transportation service 
which provides door to door service in Lompoc, Mesa Oaks, Mission Hills and Vandenberg 
Village.  Mr. Fernbaugh stated that non medical passengers are served on a space available 
basis.  Service is provided on Tuesday and Thursday, and begins related to ridership needs, 
usually about 9:00 AM with the return trip from Santa Barbara beginning at about 3:30 PM.  
Cost is $4.00 each way.  Joe Rye discussed the progress of the cooperative medical 
services transportation between the City of Santa Maria and the County of Santa Barbara 
Department of Public Health.  Mr. Rye stated that this service is being reviewed to provide a 
more efficient service to increase ridership.  Mr. Rye stated that the Santa Maria service 
provides service to Guadalupe and Buellton, including the Santa Ynez Valley, upon request.  
Service is provided on Tuesday, Thursday and Friday, with a round trip cost of $6.00 from 
Santa Maria and $2.00 from Santa Ynez.  The Santa Maria service is open to non-medical 
transportation on a space available basis.  The Santa Maria service is door to door for 
medical passengers. 
 
There was general discussion about the Clean Air Express and the SBMTD Santa Ynez 
Valley service.  Although this service is available, it is not practical for medical services 
transportation.  For both the Lompoc and Santa Maria service, handicap accessible medical 
transportation is available. 

 
 
6.  COMMUNICATIONS 
 

There was no correspondence submitted to the SBCTAC for consideration. 
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7.  ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

Dean Palius requested that at the next SBCTAC meeting, staff provide a definition for 
“exclusive group”, as used in the Transportation Development Act finding of unmet need, 
reasonable to meet. 
 
Ruth Garcia announced the FTA section 5310 grants and provided handouts announcing 
the grant cycle.  There was general discussion regarding the grant and application process.  
Ms. Garcia stated that the 5310 grant announcement had been sent via email to all persons 
and agencies on the NCTAC, SCTAC and SBCTAC email list and that she is available to 
assist agencies interested in applying for the grant. 

 
 
8. NEXT SBCTAC  MEETING DATE 
 

The next SBCTAC meeting is scheduled for Tuesday, January 11, 2005. 
 
 
9.  ADJOURN 
 

There being no other business, SBCTAC adjourned at 3:30 PM. 


