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RECOMMENDATION: Receive information 
 
 
DISCUSSION: 
 
At the October SBCTAC meeting, council members requested clarification on the term “limited” 
as related to the finding of the 2004 Transit Needs Assessment that farm labor transportation 
was the “transportation needs of a limited set of individuals” and therefore not an unmet need.  It 
should be noted that farm labor transportation was also found not reasonable to meet by reason 
of criterion 2 (can be implemented safely and in accordance with local, state and Federal laws 
and regulations). 
 
The definition of “limited” is set within the context of an overall description that includes, “The 
identified needs must be for the system of general public transit services.  The transportation 
needs of a limited set of individuals or of the clients of agencies shall not, in and of themselves, 
be sufficient to justify a finding of unmet transit needs.  All eligible users of a given service 
should have equivalent access or opportunity to use the service.”  The SBCAG board adopted 
this as a policy and they have the last word in its meaning.   
 
The use of the term “limited set of individuals” does not necessarily refer to the number of 
individuals, nor does it reflect their importance to the community.  Rather, the term “limited set of 
individuals” refers to a specific homogenous group of individuals, rather than a heterogeneous 
“general population,” i.e., the service would serve the general public as opposed to employees 
of a single employers or clients of a single social service agency.  The definition further refers to 
the transportation need.  One must ask the question, does the service being requested, also 
provide transportation opportunities to the general public for multiple general use needs, or is it 
limited to a particular group for a particular service location and time?  In the case of providing 
transportation to farm fields in the area, the general population does not need access to these 
areas, rather a limited set of individuals, namely farmworkers.  However, in accessing available 
shopping, medical, government services in the urbanized area, most transit dependent 
individuals need to access these types of services.  The definition must also be seen in the 
context of other issues, such as establishing a sufficient number of users to insure a viable 
transit service.  
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