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Tuesday, January 18, 2005 
 

Buellton City Council Chambers 
107 W. Hwy 246 

 
Buellton, CA 

 
 
 
SBCTAC Members Present 
 
Polly Bleavins Children’s and Family Commission 
Julie Guzman City Community Services 
Julie Kahn Transit User (South Coast) 
Howard Kraus R & D Transportation 
Petra Löwen Independent Living Resource Center 
John Andoh Santa Barbara MTD 
Joe Rye City of Santa Maria / SMAT 
Barry Stotts Community Access Network 
Victor Suhr Transit User 
Rene Andrade Easy Lift – CTSA 
 
SBCAG Staff 
 
Michael Powers  
Ruth Garcia  
Jonathan Witt  
 
Others Present 
 
Michael Seden-Hansen City of Santa Maria / SMAT 
Pat Mickelson CalTrans District 5 
Alex Pujo COAST 
Jessica Scheeter COAST 
Jesus Estrada FIOB 
Agustina Martinez FIOB – CFR 
Laurel Sosa FIOB – CFR 
Mary Jacka CRLA 
Elaine “Wili” Campbell Solvang Senior Center 
Ana Chaidez KPMR Univision 
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1. CALL TO ORDER AND INTRODUCTIONS 
 

Joe Rye (acting as the interim Chair) called the meeting to order at 1:45 PM and initiated a 
round of introductions.  Michael Powers indicated Jonathan Witt was available to translate 
from Spanish to English.  

 
 
2. PUBLIC COMMENT 
 

Joe Rye asked for public comment.  There was none.  

 
 
3.  APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

 
Following a motion by Petra Löwen, seconded by Julie Kahn, the Minutes of the October 12, 
2004 SBCTAC meeting were unanimously approved.   

 
 
4.  ELECTION OF OFFICERS 
 

Due to limited attendance by North County representatives, the election of officers was 
tabled until the February 8, 2005 SBCTAC meeting. 

 
 
5.  REGIONAL TRANSPORTATION PLAN 
 

Ruth Garcia provided an update to the Regional Transportation Plan process and discussed 
the process and revisions to the Goals, Policies and Objectives of the RTP.  Ms. Garcia 
explained that in addition to review and comment by the SBCTAC, the Transportation 
Technical Advisory Committee (TTAC) had the opportunity to review and comment on the 
Goals, Policies and Objectives as well.  In addition, there will be an opportunity for the public 
to comment on the revisions when the draft document is released for review.  Ms. Garcia 
explained that the environmental assessment through the EIR process was continuing and 
that the next area of focus would be on environmental justice issues and applications to the 
RTP.  The staff report was accepted without comment. 

 
 
6.  TRANSIT NEEDS ASSESSMENT 
 

Ruth Garcia provided an overview of the staff report and gave background information 
regarding the unmet transit needs process.  In addition, Ms. Garcia provided information 
regarding focus groups and public hearings.  Ms. Garcia explained that at this point, 
information and data is being gathered and no findings have been made. 
 
Joe Rye requested a correction be made to the staff report on page 9, in which the route 
number cited – route 2, should be route 3.  Ms. Garcia stated that the change would be 
made. 
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Jessica Scheeter asked for clarification between data and analysis activity and a potential 
time frame for the completion of preliminary analysis, particularly concerning potential for 
bus stops at agricultural fields along SR 166 (between Guadalupe and Santa Maria) and 
other potential circulator routes to the agricultural fields in the Santa Maria Valley to the east 
and west of the City of Santa Maria. 
 
Michael Powers explained that safety is a concern regarding potential stops along SR 166 
and that staff must consider safety issues in recommending bus stops.  Ms. Garcia 
explained that the first step in the process is to collect data from a variety of sources, and 
then to analyze all information.  Ms. Garcia stated that there will be information forthcoming 
from the two pending Unmet Transit Needs public hearings, and that she, along with SMAT 
and County staff are conducting site visits to collect additional data for analysis of potential 
agricultural routes. 
 
Alex Pujo asked if the SBCTAC would be making a presentation to the SBCAG Board 
regarding transit need in the community.  Mr. Powers explained that the Council has the 
option to make a presentation to the full SBCAG Board, but does make a recommendation 
to the SBCAG Board as a part of its duty as a SSTAC.  Ms. Garcia explained that in the 
past, the SBCTAC has made a presentation to the SBCAG Board at the second public 
hearing, with their written comments also being submitted to the Board and included in the 
Transit Needs Assessment report. 
 
Mr. Pujo requested the Council to address the Board regarding the use of over 3 million 
dollars annually from TDA funding for streets and roads projects rather than transit.  Mr. 
Pujo expressed his concern that action must be taken now.  Jesus Estrada, representing 
agricultural workers expressed the desire for answers, rather than to be provided with further 
information.  Mr. Estrada expressed concern that service for agricultural workers did not 
come about over the past year and wanted service implemented. 
 
Barry Stotts, discussed the complexity of service implementation which includes evaluation, 
planning, funding, coordination with several difference agencies/jurisdictions and ensuring 
that service is safe and viable.  Mr. Stotts explained that the North County Intercommunity 
Service and the interregional service between San Luis Obispo and Santa Maria took 
several years to be implemented. 
 
Alex Pujo and Jessica Scheeter requested the SBCTAC to make a recommendation to the 
SBCAG Board at the January Board meeting to take stronger action in using all TDA funds 
for transit and in providing transit service for agricultural workers.  
 
After discussion among SBCTAC members, the Council agreed through consensus that 
additional information regarding agricultural worker and other transit needs be collected and 
evaluated and that staff provide information to the Council at the February SBCTAC meeting 
regarding these issues prior to making a recommendation as requested to the SBCAG 
Board. 
 
Agustina Martinez and Laurel Sosa presented preliminary information to the SBCTAC 
regarding surveying of the transit needs of the agricultural workers and their families.  Ms. 
Scheeter stated that over 200 individuals were surveyed and that the information would be 
provided as soon as all the information is complied.  Jesus Estrada offered to assist SBCAG 
staff in gathering data related to potential agricultural workers transit routes and stops.  
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Mary. Jacka spoke about work being done by the CRLA in relation to agricultural workers.  
Ms. Jacka explained that agricultural workers in the Santa Maria area aren’t “migrants”, that  
they work year round in the agriculture industry.  Ms. Jacka explained that the transit need is 
a year round need. 
 
Mr. Powers explained that staff has been working on this issue, in accordance with the 
process and guidelines of the Transit Needs Assessment process, as a part of the TDA.  Mr. 
Powers further explained that staff must take many issues into consideration including, 
safety, federal and state regulations regarding agricultural workers and transportation 
services, and responding within limitations that were brought about by the filing of a law suit 
regarding this issue. 
 
Ms. Garcia then provided an overview of the staff report, Item 6C, regarding a working 
definition of the term “limited use” per the SBCAG definition of unmet need as allowed for by 
the TDA.  Ms. Garcia stated that NCTAC had requested this information. 
 
Mr. Pujo expressed his strenuous disagreement with staff over the use of the term limited 
groups in the definition.  Ms. Scheeter addressed the Council referring to a letter of 
correspondence from COAST regarding this definition.  Ms. Scheeter expressed concern 
over the definition and explained that each Regional Transportation Planning Agency, such 
as SBCAG, does have the authority to determine the definition of “unmet need” and 
“reasonable to meet”.  Ms. Scheeter stated that there were many difference definitions, but 
that many agencies had similarities in the definitions and stated that the SBACG definition 
should have more in common with other statewide definitions.  Ms. Scheeter requested 
SBCTAC to request the SBCAG Board to consider changing the definition of unmet need. 
 
Following a motion by Polly Bleavins, seconded by Petra Löwen the Council unanimously 
determined that staff should prepare a report with more information concerning the definition 
of unmet need and present it at the February SBCTAC meeting for consideration. 

 
 
7.  SANTA BARBARA COUNTY TRANSIT ADVIOSRY COUNCIL 

 
Due to limited attendance by North County representatives, this item was tabled until the 
February 8, 2005 SBCTAC meeting. 

 
 
8.  COMMUNICATIONS 
 

Correspondence was submitted to the SBCTAC by COAST regarding the Transit Needs 
Assessment 2005 for consideration.  This correspondence had been emailed to all SBCTAC 
voting members. 

 
 
9.  ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

John Andoh announced that the SBMTD Valley Express service would begin February 22, 
2005.  Joe Rye introduced Michael Seden-Hansen, a new transportation planner for SMAT.  
Due to time constraints, remaining announcements were postponed until the February 8, 
2005 SBCTAC meeting. 
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10. NEXT SBCTAC  MEETING DATE 
 

The next SBCTAC meeting is scheduled for Tuesday, February 8, 2005. 
 
 
11.  ADJOURN 
 

There being no other business, SBCTAC adjourned at 3:45 PM. 
 


