
 
 

 
 

 
Santa Barbara County Transit Advisory Council 

(SBCTAC) 
 

 
MINUTES 

Tuesday, March 30, 2004 
 

Conference Room - Central Coast Water Authority 
255 Industrial Way 

Buellton, CA 
 
 

 
 

SBCTAC Members Present 
 
Sue Verhasselt (Chair) Easy Lift – CTSA 
Dan Brazil Santa Ynez Valley Transit 
Randy Cummings National Federation of the Blind 
Matt Dobbrteen County of Santa Barbara / PW - transit 
Cathy Farrar Transit User 
Rachel Grossman SBMTD 
Rene Hoskinson Community Partners in Caring 
Howard Kraus R & D Transportation 
Petra Löwen Independent Living Resource Center 
Dean Palius Santa Ynez Valley People Helping People 
Joe Rye City of Santa Maria / SMAT 
Barry Stotts Community Access Network 
Victor Suhr Transit User 
Bruce Wilkins Area Agency on Aging 
 
 
Others Present 
 
Sam Corbett Urbitran & Associates 
Ruth Garcia SBCAG 
Pat Mickelson CalTrans, District 5 
Michael Powers SBCAG 
Bob Westwick Easy Lift Transportation 
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1. CALL TO ORDER AND INTRODUCTIONS 
 

Sue Verhasselt called the meeting to order at 1:30 PM and initiated a round of introductions. 
 
 
2. PUBLIC COMMENT 
 

Sue Verhasselt asked for public comment.  Robert (Bob) Westwick, Executive Director of 
Easy Lift, was introduced to the SBCTAC members.   

 
 
3.  APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

 
Following a motion by Bruce Wilkins seconded by Cathy Farrar the Minutes of the February 
3, 2004 SBCTAC meeting were unanimously approved with the following corrections: Rene 
Hoskinson should be included in “Members Present”, and change “Sunday” to “Saturday on 
line 2, paragraph 2, page 3 to read as, “Rachel Grossman stated that Line 14 has limited 
ridership on Saturday and during ….” 

 
 
4.  INTERCOMMUNITY TRANSIT SERVICE 
 

Michael Powers summarized the staff report.  Sam Corbett of Urbitran, consultant to 
SBCAG, presented an overview of the North County Intercommunity Transit Service 
proposal, discussing the public input through the workshops and site visits and the draft 
service implementation plan.  Bruce Wilkins discussed issues regarding transit vehicle type 
and asked about the age of the buses that would be leased and how long that lease might 
be.  Mr. Corbett explained that due to requirements of the California Air Resources Board, it 
is not possible to purchase or lease new diesel buses, therefore, if diesel is the fuel of 
choice, buses would need to be in about the 10 year old range.  Bus leases can run from 
one to five years.  There was general discussion about the benefits of leasing and/or 
purchasing transit vehicles and Barry Sttotts expressed support for the use of low floor 
buses for easier access for the disabled.  Sue Verhasselt asked about a subsidy for the 
proposed service from Vandenberg Air Force Base.  Mr. Corbett discussed the Federal TIP, 
or transportation incentive program, that all federal employees, including military personnel 
will be eligible for if taking this service.    
 
Barry Stotts, moved that SBCTAC encourage an expedited implementation of service, and 
to assist the disabled riders, low floor buses should be leased if at all possible.  The motion 
was seconded by Victor Suhr.  In a discussion of the motion Dean Palius recommended that 
the transit vehicles should be leased vs. purchased.  The amended motion was read and 
unanimously approved by SBCTAC. 
 
Michael indicated this recommendation from SBCTAC would be included in the staff report 
that would go to the board.   
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5.  TRANSIT NEEDS ASSESSMENT 
 
Ruth Garcia presented an overview of the Transit Needs assessment for 2004, providing the 
draft Assessment and the findings of unmet need and reasonableness to meet (as per the 
TDA criteria), and a letter from SBMTD.  Victor Suhr expressed appreciation to Sherri 
Fischer and Rachel Grossman for the work being done to review Sunday service provision 
for the senior citizens living at the Santa Barbara Housing Authority. 
 
Following a motion by Victor Suhr, seconded by Cathy Farrar, the findings of unmet needs 
and reasonableness to meet, and the draft Transit Needs Assessment were unanimously 
approved by the SBCTAC members. 

 
Ruth Garcia indicated the SBCTAC recommendation would provided to the SBCAG board in 
the staff report on this item. 

 
6.  COMMUNICATIONS 
 

A letter of correspondence from Santa Barbara Metropolitan Transit District (SBMTD) was 
presented to SBCTAC. 

 
 
7.  ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

Rachel Grossman provided information on public meetings for input on the proposed 
SBMTD service changes to be implemented September 2004.  Howard Kraus expressed 
concern in the reduction of service, particularly holiday service.  Ms. Grossman explained 
that service cuts were necessary to meet budget constraints and are only planned to be 
implemented on those routes or during those times of very low ridership such as the line 
23/26x/14x commuter services.  There was discussion regarding the need for the 
implementation of service to meet mobility needs, as well as handicap accessibility needs of 
the residents at the Sherrill Way residential complex. It was determined that there would be 
follow-up on this issue at the next South Coast Transit Advisory Committee (SCTAC) 
meeting.  Ms. Grossman encouraged all SBCTAC members to attend the SBMTD public 
hearings. 

 
Rachel added that she and other MTD representatives had met with representatives from 
the Sherrill Way residential complex. 

 
Michael Powers stated that the Transit Needs Assessment would be presented to the 
SBCAG Board for approval at their May meeting in Santa Barbara and encouraged all 
members to attend. 

 
Joe Rye announced that three new buses had been obtained for the SMAT fleet and that 
Sunday service will be implemented on April 14th.   

 
 
8. NEXT SBCTAC  MEETING DATE 
 

The next SBCTAC meeting will be scheduled as needed. 
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9.  ADJOURN 
 

There being no other business, SBCTAC adjourned at 3:00 PM. 
 
 
 
 


