STAFF REPORT
SUBJECT:

Unmet Transit Needs

MEETING DATE:

January 19, 2012

STAFF CONTACT:

Aubrey Spilde

AGENDA ITEM: 10

RECOMMENDATION:
Hold hearing and receive public input on unmet transit needs in Santa Barbara County (10:00 AM
time certain).
SUMMARY:
The annual Transit Needs Assessment process, as required by the State Transportation
Development Act (TDA), requires SBCAG to hold at least one public hearing to receive public
comment regarding unmet transit needs. Prior to allocating TDA funds for non-transit purposes,
SBCAG must evaluate and make findings regarding the existence of these transit needs. Staff will
use the definition and criteria the Board approved in December 2006 to evaluate the public
testimony and make recommended findings for the FY 2012-13 TDA cycle. See attachment 1 for
the FY 2012-13 Transit Needs Assessment schedule.
At the hearing the Board will receive public testimony—no action is required.
DISCUSSION:
Transportation Development Act (TDA) statutes (California Public Utilities Code §99401.5(c))
require that SBCAG hold at least one public hearing on the existence of unmet transit needs.
Under the statutes, the highest priority for use of TDA funds is transit, unless the SBCAG Board
finds that there are no unmet transit needs or those unmet needs identified are not reasonable to
meet. The purpose of the public hearing is to enable individuals to present testimony on any
existing unmet transit needs.
At the hearing in Santa Maria, which is also accessible from the Board of Supervisors Hearing
Room in Santa Barbara, individuals and groups can offer testimony on local, regional, and/or
countywide transit needs. A Spanish language interpreter will be available to translate testimony
received from Spanish speakers to English. An American Sign Language interpreter was also
requested for this hearing and will be provided per the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA).
SBCAG will use the testimony presented at this hearing, as well as public input from transit agency
workshops, e-mail, mail, and online comment form, to assist in making findings regarding the
existence of any unmet transit needs in jurisdictions planning to allocate TDA funds for purposes
other than transit or bicycle/pedestrian facilities (i.e., streets and roads)
Staff published notice of the public hearing in the Lompoc Record, Santa Maria Times, and Santa
Barbara News-Press 30 days prior to the hearing (see attachment 2). Staff placed additional
notices in the Space Country Times (a newspaper serving Vandenberg Air Force Base) and the

Santa Ynez Valley News, on the SBCAG website, on the SBCAG and Traffic Solutions Facebook
pages, and on SBCAG’s Twitter account. Staff also sent notice to Allan Hancock College, North
County high schools, persons who submitted public comment last year, anyone who requested
notification, and the SBCAG Traffic Solutions e-mail distribution list of approximately 9,000
contacts. In addition, staff distributed flyers in both English and Spanish (see Attachment 3)
through SBCAG’s Santa Barbara County Transit Advisory Council (SBCTAC) e-mail list. The list of
nearly 90 persons includes public, transit and social services representatives, elected officials, and
members of SBCTAC. Staff also distributed a follow-up press release in English and Spanish (see
Attachment 4) to the newspapers in early January.
After the January 27, 2012 deadline for public comment, transit representatives from COLT (City of
Lompoc Transit) and the County of Santa Barbara—the agencies planning, at the time this staff
report is being prepared, to allocate a portion of their TDA funds for streets and roads—will meet
with SBCTAC to discuss the input received and, if appropriate, the proposed method for
implementing and paying for new services. SBCTAC will provide a recommendation to SBCAG on
changes to transit services suggested by the public.
SBCAG staff will evaluate the public testimony using the SBCAG Board’s adopted definitions of
“unmet transit need” and “reasonable to meet,” taking SBCTAC’s recommendations into
consideration. Staff will present draft findings to SBCTAC, TTAC, and the Board in April, and final
recommended findings for review and approval in May. The Board must approve the findings
before it can take action at its June meeting to allocate TDA funds for non-transit purposes.
The Board is only required to make findings regarding unmet transit needs in jurisdictions that
intend to claim FY 2012-13 TDA funds for non-transit purposes—currently the unincorporated
North County and the City of Lompoc. Findings are required neither in the South Coast area
served by the Santa Barbara Metropolitan Transit District (SBMTD), nor in the Cities of Buellton,
Solvang, Guadalupe, and Santa Maria, where local agency representatives have indicated they will
be claiming all FY 2012-13 TDA funds for transit. Staff will nonetheless forward all public
comments to the appropriate transit providers.
Updates from 2011 Transit Needs Assessment
Although last year’s analysis determined there were no unmet transit needs that were reasonable
to meet, transit operators addressed several of the concerns raised:


Cost of dial-a-ride service for seniors in the Santa Ynez Valley  The Cities of Solvang and
Buellton and the County of Santa Barbara, which co-fund Santa Ynez Valley Transit (SYVT),
each agreed to contribute $1,500/year to subsidize the cost of dial-a-ride service for seniors.
This subsidy allows SYVT to provide dial-a-ride service for only $1.75, which is only 25¢ more
than the general fixed-route fare and 50¢ more than the senior fixed-route fare. By law, SYVT
could charge for its dial-a-ride service as much as twice its fixed-route fare.



Sunday service on Santa Ynez Valley Transit  SYVT now provides general public dial-a-ride
service on Sundays from 8:30 AM to 12:30 PM and 1:00 PM to 4:00 PM.



Service between Santa Maria and the Santa Ynez Valley  SBCAG and transit operator staff
in North County have been meeting to develop a plan for implementing service between Santa
Maria and the Santa Ynez Valley. The agencies plan to implement this service as an extension
of the Breeze service, which is administered by the City of Santa Maria. SBCAG staff worked
with City of Santa Maria staff to submit an application for grant funding from the Federal Transit
Administration (FTA) Section 5311(f) Intercity Bus Program. The City of Santa Maria was
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awarded $102,500 to fund operation of the service for one year. The involved agencies are
currently developing a draft Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) and plan to start operating
the service in Summer 2012.


Santa Maria Area Transit (SMAT) bus stops on Depot Street to serve Vizcaya Apartments in
Santa Maria  SMAT Route 4 serves the Vizcaya Apartment Homes with stops on Thornburg
Street that are within a quarter mile of the apartments. SMAT is installing additional bus stops
at Thornburg and Sonya to better serve the area. As future development occurs on Depot
Street, the City of Santa Maria will explore additional bus stops in that area.

COMMITTEE REVIEW:
SBCTAC is involved throughout the Transit Needs Assessment process pursuant to PUC Section
99238. In October 2011, SBCTAC discussed options and provided input on public outreach efforts
for the 2012 process, and approved the type, design, and distribution of public outreach materials.
Later, SBCTAC will also provide a recommendation to the SBCAG board regarding the Transit
Needs Assessment findings.
In addition, the Technical Transportation Advisory Committee (TTAC) will review and comment on
the draft Transit Needs Assessment and findings.
ATTACHMENTS:
1.
2.
3.
4.

Unmet Transit Needs Assessment 2012 Schedule
Public Hearing Notice
Unmet Transit Needs Hearing Flyer, English and Spanish
Unmet Transit Needs Hearing Press Release
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ATTACHMENT 1
Unmet Transit Needs Assessment 2012 Schedule
Action

Timeframe

COLT Workshop
SMAT Workshop
Consultation with SBCTAC on public outreach
Notice of Public Hearing
 Display ad 30 days prior to January 19,
2012:
o Lompoc Record
o Santa Maria Times
o Santa Barbara News-Press
 Additional display ads:
o Space Country Times
o Santa Ynez Valley News
 Notice posted on SBCAG website
 Notice emailed to previous commenters,
those who requested prior notification,
North County high schools, Allan Hancock
College, and SBCAG Traffic Solutions email distribution list
 Flyer distributed to SBCTAC email list
 Press release to regional newspapers
COLT, SMAT, and County presentation to
SBCTAC on workshop input
Public Hearing in Santa Maria
Consultation with SBCTAC on public input
Draft Transit Needs Assessment (TNA)

October 20, 2011
November 16, 2011
October 11, 2011
December 2011 – January 2012

January 11, 2012

January 19, 2012
February – March 2012
April 2012
 TTAC review
 SBCTAC review
 SBCAG Board review and public hearing
30-day review and comment period for Draft April – May 2012
TNA
Final TNA
May 2012
 TTAC review
 SBCTAC review
 SBCAG Board review
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ATTACHMENT 2
Public Hearing Notice
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ATTACHMENT 3
Unmet Transit Needs Hearing Flyer, English and Spanish

9

10

ATTACHMENT 4
Unmet Transit Needs Hearing Press Release
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