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SUBJECT: Central Coast Commercial Flows Study 
 
 
MEETING DATE: November 19, 2009 AGENDA ITEM: 6 A  
 
 
STAFF CONTACT: Michael Powers 
 
 
RECOMMENDATION: 
 
Receive status report on Central Coast Commercial Flows Study 
 
 
DISCUSSION: 
 
Every day, thousands of trucks transport goods in and out of the region on central coast roads 
such as CA 1 and US 101 throughout Santa Barbara, San Luis Obispo, Monterey, San Benito 
and Santa Cruz counties. These trucks serve the Central Coast region’s major agricultural 
industries and manufacturers, and deliver goods to consumers. Likewise, rail plays an important 
role in the transportation of bulk goods and air services provide rapid shipment of lighter goods 
over long distances. Several transportation planning agencies in these counties are developing 
a plan for making goods movement more efficient and cost-effective for growers, industrial 
interests, retailers and shippers. 
 
SBCAG is working cooperative with the Central Coast partner agencies on this planning effort.  
It is expected that goods movement will emerge as a significant issue in the renewal of the 
SAFETEA-LU federal transportation reauthorization bill.  Millions of dollars may be available for 
major transportation investments through the successful completion of this study. The 
Association of Monterey Bay Area Governments (AMBAG) is lead agency for the project.  The 
partner Central Coast agencies include SBCAG, Caltrans District V, SLOCOG, San Benito 
COG, the Santa Cruz County Regional Transportation Commission, and the Transportation 
Agency for Monterey County (TAMC).   
 
A contractor, Cambridge Systematics, is leading the technical aspects of the study. The study is 
funded by a Caltrans Partnership Planning Grant and will complete a statewide freight 
movement picture, identify commodity flows, values, and volume through the five counties of the 
Central Coast. The study will identify freight needs and deficiencies in the region and potential 
projects to address them; and identify future trends impacting freight movements in the region. 
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SBCAG staff participates on a Technical Advisory Committee and staff is soliciting participation 
by business, government, and other public members to participate on a Freight Action Strategy 
Taskforce (FAST) to help the study team identify the challenges and opportunities that affect 
goods movement along the central coast.  SBCAG staff has nominated the City of Santa Maria 
and County of Santa Barbara staff, the Director of the Santa Maria Valley Growers and Shippers 
Association, the Santa Barbara Industrial Association, and hopes they will consider participating 
on the FAST.  Some of these nominees have already accepted. The study is anticipated to last 
18 months and the commitment would not exceed two to three hours monthly. 
 
During the first FAST committee meeting, among other briefings:  

• Monterey County staff briefed the committee on the challenges of address agricultural 
transportation and highlighted a proposed project involving 257 acres for Agricultural 
processing, cooler storage, Ag. Support businesses, and related commercial 
development called the “Uni-Kool” facility, located on the south side of Salinas  

• SBCAG staff briefed the committee on the importance of the Santa Maria Bridge Project 
to truck and commodity movements 

 
During the next several months the consulting team will be gathering and analyzing freight and 
commodity movements and interviewing stakeholders to assess the challenges of commodity 
movements. 
 
Additional candidates for interviews or participation on the FAST Committee are still being 
solicited.  Should the SBCAG board members wish to recommend potential interview 
candidates that have particular knowledge of freight and commodity movements and/or 
recommend additional members for the FAST committee, board members should contact staff.  
 
COMMITTEE REVIEW:  
 
None 
 
 
 
 
 
 


