
 
 

 
 

 
STAFF REPORT 

 
 
 
SUBJECT: Measure A Citizens Oversight Committee  
 
MEETING DATE: September 2, 2009 AGENDA ITEM: 6D 
 
STAFF CONTACT: Gregg Hart 
 
RECOMMENDATION: 
 
1. Appoint the final two members to the Measure A Citizens Oversight Committee 

recommended by the subregional planning committees. 
 

2. Approve committee by-laws. 
 
SUMMARY: 
 
In August, the SBCAG Board voted to appoint nine members to the Measure A Citizens 
Oversight Committee.  The appointment of two members was postponed pending clarification of 
one South Coast nominee’s eligibility and identification of a new North County nominee 
following withdrawl of one candidate.  It is recommended that the board approve the 
appointment of the two final members of the committee nominated by the North County and 
South Coast Subregional Planning Committees.  At its first meeting on September 30th, the 
Oversight Committee voted to recommend that the board approve a set of committee bylaws.   
 
 
DISCUSSION: 
 
In August, the SBCAG Board voted unanimously to approve nine members of the Measure A 
Citizens Oversight Committee.  The individuals appointed to the “at large” positions on the 
committee were Hamid Bahadoori, Phillip Greene and David Lawrence.  The individuals 
appointed by nomination from the North County Subregional Planning Committee.were Andy 
Caldwell, Robin Hayhurst and Linda Jackson.    The individuals appointed by nomination from 
the South Coast Subregional Planning Committee were Alissa Hummer, Michael Cheng and 
Michael Chiacos. 
 
The appointment of Pat Saley, who was nominated by the South County Subregional Planning 
Committee, was postponed pending clarification of her eligibility to serve on the committee.  
County counsel confirmed that since Ms Saley is not an employee of a local government, she is 
eligible to serve on the Citizen’s Oversight Committee.  At its September meeting, the South 
Coast Subregional Committee voted to reaffirm its nomination of Ms. Saley to the Oversight 
Committee.   
 
One of the North County Subregional Planning Committee nominees, Mr. Aaron Petersen, 
withdrew his name from consideration to avoid the potential for a conflict of interest with a 



 

 

property he owns in close proximity to the City of Solvang’s proposed Measure A Circulation 
Improvement Project.  At its September 2 meeting, the North County Subregional Planning 
Committee voted to nominate Mr. Mark Cheli to fill the open seat.   
 
The Citizen’s Oversight Committee met for the first time on September 30. Ten of the 11 
members attended the meeting.  In addition, Chair Alvarez attended the meeting.  A copy of the 
meeting agenda is attached.   
 
The committee appointed Mr. Hamid Bahadoori as its Chair. The committee voted to serve 
staggered terms as follows:   
 
     2-Year Terms   4-Year Terms 
 
At-large members:   Greene   Bahdoori, Lawrence 
North County members:  Hayhurst, Jackson  Caldwell, Cheli  
South Coast members:  Hummer, Saley  Cheng, Chiacos 
 
Staff presented a set of draft by-laws to the committee for review.  The committee requested 
some changes and is recommending that the board adopt the by-laws as revised.    The next 
meeting of the committee has been scheduled for Oct 28 at 5:30 p.m. in Solvang.   
 
ATTACHMENTS: 
 
Attachment #1:  Excerpt of Ordinance #5 Pertaining to Citizens Oversight Committee 
Attachment #2:  Sept 30 Measure A Citizens Oversight Committee Meeting Agenda 
Attachment #3:  Draft Measure A Citizens Oversight Committee By-laws 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 
 
 

Attachment 1 
 

 
 
Excerpt of Ordinance #5   
 
The following is the full text of Ordinance #5 pertaining to the Citizens Oversight Committee that 
describes the composition of the committee and its role in providing citizen oversight and 
accountability for Measure A: 
 

Section 22.  Advisory Committees  The following advisory committees are established to 
assist the Authority in the administration on the Investment Plan and this Ordinance. 
 
A. The Citizens Oversight Committee will be appointed by the Authority to help 
ensure accountability to voters regarding the expenditure of funds and to assist the 
Authority in ensuring that all provisions, requirements and voter mandates specified in the 
Investment Plan and Ordinance are properly carried out.  The committee will serve in an 
advisory capacity to the Authority and will be comprised of an appropriate balance of 
transportation users representing the geographic, social, cultural, and economic interests 
in the county.  Each Subregion Committee established in Section 23 of this ordinance 
shall nominate four representatives for appointment by the Authority.  Three “at large” 
representatives shall be nominated and appointed by the Authority.  Employees and 
elected officials of local governments in Santa Barbara County, employees or policy 
board members of transit districts in Santa Barbara County, and persons with a personal 
financial interest in a project or program in the Investment Plan are ineligible to serve as 
representatives.  The Authority must appoint the committee by April 1, 2010 or at least 90 
days prior to the adoption of a Strategic Plan, whichever date is sooner.  The committee 
will determine the frequency of its meetings and be provided with administrative and 
technical assistance by the Authority in conducting its business.  The committee shall 
annually submit a letter to the Authority commenting on whether the provisions, 
requirements and voter mandates specified in the Investment Plan and Ordinance have 
been properly carried out.  The letter may include observations and recommendations to 
the Authority. 

 
Section 25.  Audit Provisions.  No less than annually, the Authority shall conduct and 
approve an independent fiscal audit of the expenditure of all revenues raised by this 
ordinance.  The scope and content of the audit shall be developed with the assistance of 
the Citizens Oversight Committee established pursuant to Section 22.A.  The Citizens 
Oversight Committee shall review the draft audit report including findings and any 
recommendations.  The audit, which shall be made available to the public and the 
Citizens Oversight Committee, shall report on evidence that the expenditure of revenues 
is in accordance with the Investment Plan.  In addition, the audit shall determine that 
Maintenance of Effort requirements as set forth in Section 27 are being met.  The audit 
shall also insure that no more than one percent (1%) of total retail transaction and use tax 
expenditures is used for staff salaries and benefits in administering this Investment Plan 
and ordinance. 



 
 

 
 

AGENDA 
 

MEASURE A CITIZENS OVERSIGHT COMMITTEE 
 

Wednesday, September 30, 2009 
 

6:00 PM—8:00 PM 
 

Solvang City Council Chambers 
1644 Oak Street 

Solvang, CA, 93463 
 
 
 
The Measure A Citizens Oversight Committee is an advisory body to the Santa Barbara County 
Association of Governments.  Committee members are appointed by the SBCAG Board.   

In compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act, individuals needing special accommodations to 
participate in the meeting should contact SBCAG at least three working days prior to the scheduled 
meeting. 
 

1. CALL TO ORDER AND INTRODUCTIONS 
 

A. Self introductions 
B. Comments by SBCAG Chair Lupe Alvarez 

 
2. PUBLIC COMMENT 

 
The public may address the Measure A Citizens Oversight Committee on any matter within the 
jurisdiction of the Committee that is not included as part of this agenda.  Comments shall be 
limited to fifteen minutes, divided among those desiring to speak, but no person shall speak 
longer than five minutes. 
 

3. INTRODUCTION TO MEASURE A 
 

Staff will provide background information on Measure A, the provisions of Ordinance No. 5 
establishing the Citizen’s Oversight Committee and answer questions. 

 
4. ADMINISTRATIVE MATTERS 

 
A. Elect committee chair and vice-chair for 2009.  
B. Review draft committee by-laws and recommend adoption by the SBCAG board. 
C. Determine length of committee member terms. 
D. Determine date, time and location for next meeting.   

 
5. ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 
6. ADJOURN 



 
 

 
 

ATTACHMENT #3 
 

Draft Measure A Citizens Oversight Committee  
By-Laws 

 

1.0 Committee Purpose 
 
The Measure A Citizens Oversight Committee (committee) is a standing committee appointed 
by the Santa Barbara County Association of Governments board of directors acting in its 
capacity as the Local Transportation Authority (Authority) responsible for administering Measure 
A.  The purpose of the committee is to help ensure accountability to voters regarding the 
expenditure of funds and to assist SBCAG in ensuring that all provisions, requirements and 
voter mandates specified in the Investment Plan and Ordinance are properly carried out.   

 
2.0 General Duties 
 
 

2.1 The committee shall serve in an advisory capacity to the Authority and may make 
recommendations to the Authority board on issues within the scope of its 
responsibilities.   

 
2.2 The committee may collect information, hold hearings, review reports, receive 

presentations, provide comments, make findings and recommendations and 
issue reports related to implementation of Measure A.   

 
2.3 SBCAG staff shall provide administrative and technical support to the committee.  

The committee shall be provided such information by SBCAG staff or by any 
public agency receiving Measure A funds as necessary to carry out its duties.   

 
2.4 The committee shall assist the SBCAG Board in determining the scope and 

content of the annual independent fiscal audit of Measure A expenditures.  The 
Citizens Oversight Committee shall review the draft audit report including 
findings and any recommendations.  The audit, which shall be made available to 
the public shall report on evidence that the expenditure of revenues is in 
accordance with the Investment Plan 

2.5 The committee shall annually submit a letter to the Authority commenting on 
whether the provisions, requirements and voter mandates specified in the 
Measure A Investment Plan and Ordinance have been properly carried out.  A 
minority report shall be included if requested by a member of the committee. 

3.0 Membership 
 
The membership of the committee shall include those individuals appointed by the Authority 
Board of Directors in accordance with Section 22 of Ordinance No. 5.  There are no alternate or 
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ex-officio members on the committee.  Members shall serve without compensation.  A member 
who is absent from 3 consecutive meetings of the committee shall be subject to replacement by 
the Authority.   
 
4.0 Voting 
 
Only appointed members who are present at a committee meeting may make a motion, second 
a motion or vote upon a motion under consideration by the committee. A motion shall pass if 
approved by a simple majority of the members present at the meeting unless otherwise 
required.  A quorum shall consist of a simple majority of committee members (6 of 11 
members).  A vote may be taken on an issue only if a quorum of appointed members is present.  
 
5.0 Officers 

 
Officers of committee shall include the Chair and Vice-Chair.  Officers shall be elected by a 
majority vote of the members present.  The Vice-Chair shall serve as the Chair, pro tempore, 
when the Chair is absent. 
 
6.0 Terms of Service 
 
Committee member terms shall be four years.  Initial terms shall be staggered so that 
committee membership turn-over is staggered.   
   

6.1 At-Large Members 
 

Two seats serve an initial four year term, then four year terms thererafter 
One seat serves a two year term, then four year terms thereafter 

 
6.2 Members Nominated by the North County Subregional Committee 

  
Two seats serve an initial two year term, then four year terms thereafter 
Two seats serve an initial four year term, then four year terms thereafter 

 
6.3 Members Nominated by the South Coast Subregional Committee 

  
Two seats serve an initial two year term, then four year terms thereafter 
Two seats serve an initial four year term, then four year terms thereafter 

 
7.0 Meetings 

 
Meetings of the committee shall be held at the time and place deemed appropriate by the 
committee.  The committee may adopt an annual calendar of meetings.  At the discretion of the 
Chair, meetings may be rescheduled or cancelled. Meetings shall be called, noticed and 
conducted in compliance with the Ralph M. Brown Act as amended (Government Code Section 
54950 et seq.).  Meetings shall be conducted in accordance with “Robert’s Rules of Order.” 
 
8.0  By-laws Adoption and Amendments 
The committee by-laws shall be adopted by a majority vote of the Authority board of directors.  
By majority vote, the committee may recommend amendments to the by-laws.  Any 
amendments shall require approval by a majority vote of the Authority Board of directors. 
 


