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SUBJECT:  American Recovery and Reinvestment Act Funding 
 
  
MEETING DATE: June 18, 2009 AGENDA ITEM:  8 
 
 
STAFF CONTACT: Jim Kemp, Steve VanDenburgh, Scott Spaulding 
 
   
RECOMMENDATION:  
 
Authorize submittal of project grant applications for ARRA discretionary funding.   
 
SUMMARY: 
 
The ARRA economic stimulus bill adopted by Congress in February includes national 
discretionary (competitive) capital funding programs that could potentially fund the Highway 101 
Santa Maria River Bridge project and rail track improvements in Santa Barbara County.  The 
board authorized staff to submit an application for national discretionary project funding for the 
Santa Maria Bridge project at its April meeting.  Staff is recommending that the Executive 
Director be authorized to apply for stimulus discretionary programs that could potentially fund 
rail track improvements and complement our Measure A funded efforts to provide congestion 
relief in the 101 South Coast corridor by initiating rail service that is commuter friendly.  
 
Since the April meeting, SBCAG staff has continued to seek funding contributions to the bridge 
project from Caltrans and the San Luis Obispo Council of Governments.  Contributions from 
these agencies will be added to the $10 million in Measure A funding for the bridge and 
strengthen the application for federal discretionary stimulus funding.  On June 10th, the 
SLOCOG board will act on a recommendation from its staff to provide $2.7 million in funding to 
the bridge project.  Caltrans has also begun evaluating the possibility of funding the bridge using 
SHOPP program cost savings.  The executive director will report on the SLOCOG board action 
and any additional information he may have received about Caltrans funding at the board 
meeting. 
  
DISCUSSION: 
 
Rail Track Improvement Project 
 

The voter-approved Measure A Transportation Sales Tax Investment Plan includes $25 million 
for commuter and passenger rail service improvements between Ventura and Goleta to reduce 
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congestion on Highway 101.  The Measure A Strategic Plan that will be adopted by the board 
later this year will include a recommendation for how this funding should be used, but it is 
expected that the funds will be used to operate a revised Amtrak Pacific Surfliner train to 
provide commuters with an alternative to driving and to plan for the implementation of new 
commuter train service between Ventura County and Goleta.  Improving Amtrak passenger rail 
service and implementing commuter rail service will require the construction of new rail sidings 
to improve service reliability and on-time performance of the Surfliner and UPRR freight service.  
Measure A funding alone will not be sufficient to pay for the operation of a revised Surfliner train 
and make necessary track improvements.  So SBCAG should take advantage of every 
opportunity available through the federal stimulus program to apply for rail track funding. 

Since the entire rail corridor from Ventura to San Luis Obispo is single track, sidings are 
essential to assure efficient service.  While there are some older sidings north of Gaviota these 
sidings are too short for today’s longer freight trains, are in disrepair, and have very outdated 
signal systems. Therefore, even these existing sidings do not serve their purpose which is to 
enable two-way train service to occur as efficiently as possible on a single track.  In addition, the 
higher volume of passenger and freight trains south of Goleta frequently results in delays for 
passenger trains due to inadequate sidings.  

In order to expand existing passenger rail service between Santa Barbara and Ventura 
counties, several additional rail sidings will have to be constructed.  Four potential locations to 
construct sidings in Santa Barbara County are identified in the LOSSAN North Strategic Plan, 
and a total of $18.3 million in STIP funds have been programmed beginning in FY 2010/11 to 
design and construct sidings between Moorpark and Guadalupe to expand rail capacity.  
Several rail infrastructure improvement projects in Ventura County north of Oxnard are also 
identified in the LOSSAN North Strategic Plan.  Regardless of the source of funding, all design, 
engineering, and construction in the rail corridor is dependent on the approval of the track 
owner, Union Pacific.   
 
Staff is recommending that national discretionary funds be sought to construct at least one 
siding project on an accelerated schedule that would maximize passenger and freight service 
efficiency and provide the best opportunity for increasing rail capacity.  Expanding rail capacity 
is required in order to revise Amtrak schedules to be commuter friendly and thus, move forward 
with the Measure A rail project.   
 
As part of the ARRA economic stimulus legislation adopted by Congress in February, $8 billion 
in rail capital funding was allocated to begin developing ten intercity passenger and high speed 
rail corridors in the country.  Final guidelines for the ARRA rail stimulus fund program are 
scheduled to be released on June 17, 2009, and will include specific eligibility criteria for 
projects, how applications will be evaluated, and when decisions about project applications can 
be expected.  Caltrans Division of Rail will be submitting a single application for all ARRA rail 
projects in the state, and has a goal of submitting the application as soon as possible after the 
final guidelines are issued.  We would therefore submit our project application to Caltrans 
Division of Rail and request that it be included in the state’s rail application.  SBCAG is not 
eligible to apply for ARRA rail funds and must submit its application through the state.   
 
The initial guidelines and feedback received from meetings with Caltrans DOR staff and ARRA 
workshops indicate that the Federal Railroad Administration will be placing heavy emphasis on 
whether the owner of the track is supportive of the project.  In some instances the track owner is 
a government agency, but in most cases it is one of the four major national railroad companies.  
Union Pacific, the largest rail company in the country, owns the rail track between San Luis 
Obispo and Moorpark in Ventura County, including the entire length of track required for 
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expanded or enhanced commuter or passenger rail service between Ventura and Santa 
Barbara counties. Union Pacific support for rail siding projects in the corridor is necessary for 
any track improvements to occur. 
 
In addition to the dedicated rail stimulus funding, the ARRA stimulus bill also includes the 
Transportation Investment Generating Economic Recovery (TIGER) competitive grant program.  
The TIGER program provides $1.5 billion in funding in four categories: highway and bridge 
projects, public transportation projects, passenger and freight rail projects, and port 
infrastructure investments.  In April, the board authorized staff to submit a grant application to 
this program for the Santa Maria River Bridge.  Staff recommends that the rail siding project 
also be submitted to this program.  Evaluation criteria are similar but not identical to the ARRA 
rail capital program criteria, emphasizing in particular beneficial “long-term outcomes” and “job 
creation and economic stimulus.”  Applications are due September 15.   
 
Santa Maria River Bridge 
 
In April, the board authorized staff to submit the 101/Santa Maria River Bridge project for ARRA 
discretionary funding under the $1.5 billion surface transportation (TIGER) capital grant 
program.  The project construction plans are nearly complete and the project will be ready to go 
to construction by the end of the year which makes it a good fit for stimulus funding by 
generating jobs and stimulating the economy in the near term.   
 
The project is being developed through a 3-way partnership between SBCAG, Caltrans and the 
San Luis Obispo Council of Governments (SLOCOG).  SBCAG has committed $10 million to the 
project for construction in Measure A funding.  The SLOCOG board will be considering a 
recommendation by its staff to commit, $2.7 million at its June 10th meeting.  These local 
commitments will be critical in leveraging the remaining funding needed from the state and 
federal government to complete the project.  Caltrans is evaluating the potential of using 
SHOPP funding for the bridge project.  Some SHOPP funding is expected to become available 
because recent construction bids have come in low creating cost savings.   
 
Caltrans will be submitting a single statewide list of projects for federal TIGER funding.  Staff will 
be preparing an application as directed by the board and requesting that Caltrans include the 
Santa Maria bridge project on the list that is submitted to the USDOT.   
 
RECOMMENDATION:  

 
Authorize submittal of project grant applications for ARRA discretionary funding.  Staff is 
proposes to submit applications for two projects: 1) Santa Maria River Bridge and 2) Rail Track 
Improvements 

 
 
 
 
 


