
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

STAFF REPORT 
 
 
 
 
SUBJECT: Grand Jury Report  
 
 
MEETING DATE: June 18, 2009  AGENDA ITEM:  6J    
 
 
STAFF CONTACT: Jim Kemp, Michael Powers 
 
 
RECOMMENDATION: 
 
Receive FY 2008-09 Grand Jury Report: SBCAG—A Road Not Taken, and direct staff to 
prepare a draft response for board approval.   
 
SUMMARY: 
 
The Grand Jury for 2008-09 has issued a report “SBCAG – A Road Not Taken” that pertains to 
SBCAG and requires responses to their specific findings and recommendations within 90 days. 
In general, the Grand Jury recommends an expanded role for SBCAG in the area of regional 
land use planning. This report was received by staff just as the June Board Agenda was being 
finalized so staff has not evaluated the report in detail nor prepared recommendations for your 
consideration. Staff recommends you direct staff to work with your Technical Planning Advisory 
Committee to prepare a draft response for approval by the board at the July or August 
meetings. 
 
DISCUSSION: 
 
The Grand Jury may investigate, evaluate and make recommendations to any city, county or 
special district agency that receives county funds.  The Grand Jury relies on its own discretion 
and citizens’ suggestions to determine other issues, besides jail and detention facilities, to 
investigate.  The Grand Jury for 2008-09 has issued a report that pertains to SBCAG and local 
agencies which requires a response.  The report is titled “SBCAG – A Road Not Taken.” 
SBCAG has 90 days from the June 3rd report publication date to respond in writing to the Grand 
Jury.   
 
In summary, the Grand Jury recommends an expanded role for SBCAG in the area of regional 
land use planning. 
    
The Grand Jury has required SBCAG to respond to the specific findings and recommendations 
listed below.  SBCAG can either agree with the findings or disagree in whole or part and provide 
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an explanation.  The recommendations require responses to include a timeframe for 
implementation, further analysis, or it may be not warranted or reasonable with appropriate 
explanation.   
 
Since each of the cities and each County Supervisor is required to respond to the findings and 
recommendations contained in the Grand Jury report, an effort should be made to ensure that 
the responses by SBCAG and the local agencies are coordinated.  Therefore, staff recommends 
that the local agency TPAC representatives review the report and assist staff in preparing the 
staff response before consideration by the SBCAG Board.   
 
Findings and recommendations by the Grand Jury are itemized below: 
 
Finding 1a 
Santa Barbara County Association of Governments has authority to do regional land use 
planning through its Joint Powers Agreement.  
 
Finding 1b 
The staff has developed recommendations for regional land use planning approved by Santa 
Barbara County Association of Governments 
  
Finding 1c 
The regional land use planning recommendations adopted by Santa Barbara County 
Association of Governments have not been implemented 
 
Recommendation 1 
That Santa Barbara County Association of Governments and each respective jurisdiction 
implement already adopted recommendations that deal with regional land use planning. 
 
Finding 2 
Santa Barbara County Association of Governments has not developed a fully integrated 
regional plan coordinating jobs, housing and transportation that includes all the County’s 
jurisdictions. 
 
Recommendation 2 
That Santa Barbara County Association of Governments develop a fully integrated regional plan 
 
Finding 3 
Santa Barbara County Association of Governments refused to apply for state funds for 
comprehensive regional planning. 
 
Recommendation 3 
That Santa Barbara County Association of Governments aggressively pursue funding for 
comprehensive regional planning. 
 
Attachments: 
 
2008/09 Grand Jury Report:  SBCAG—A Road Not Taken 
 


































