
 
 

 

1 

 
 
 

STAFF REPORT 
 
 
 
 
SUBJECT: Santa Barbara County Transit Advisory Committee 
 
 
MEETING DATE: June 18, 2009 AGENDA ITEM: 6H  
 
 
STAFF CONTACT: Aubrey Spilde, Michael Powers 
 
 
RECOMMENDATION: 
  
Receive SBCTAC 2008-09 Year End Report 
 
DISCUSSION: 
 
At its April meeting, the Santa Barbara County Transit Advisory Committee (SBCTAC) decided 
to prepare an End of Year Report.  The report, covering July 2008-June 2009, describes the 
committee’s purpose and membership structure, and summarizes its responsibilities, activities, 
and goals.  Notable activities from the year include the design and distribution of surveys on 
unmet transit needs and the production of the Transit Resource Guide.  The report also notes 
the overall trend among local agencies toward spending increasing amounts of TDA funding on 
transit.  SBCTAC reviewed and unanimously approved the report at its June meeting. 
 
 
ATTACHMENT:  
 
SBCTAC End of Year Report 
 
 
COMMITTEE REVIEW: 
 
See above. 
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END OF YEAR REPORT 

July 2008-June 2009 

Santa Barbara County Transit Advisory Council (SBCTAC) 

 

 

2009 Council Members 

Chair: David Damiano, Santa Barbara Metropolitan Transit District, Santa Barbara 
Vice‐Chair: Jim Talbott, SMOOTH – CTSA, Santa Maria 
Polly Bleavins, Children and Families Commission, Lompoc 
Tully Clifford, Santa Ynez Valley Transit, Solvang 
Kathryn Cook, VTC Enterprises, Santa Maria 
Matt Dobberteen, County Transit, Santa Barbara 
Cathy Farrar, Transit User, Lompoc 
Richard Fernbaugh, City of Lompoc Transit, Lompoc 
Rick Hummel, LOVARC, Lompoc 
Howard Kraus, R&D Transportation, Santa Barbara 
Petra Löwen, Independent Living Resource Center, Santa Barbara 
Bea Merwin, Community Partners in Caring, Lompoc 
Austin O’Dell, Santa Maria Area Transit, Santa Maria 
Dean Palius, Santa Ynez Valley People Helping People, Solvang 
Ernesto Paredes, Easy Lift – CTSA, Santa Barbara 
Barry Stotts, Community Access Network, Santa Maria 
Victor Suhr, Transit User, Santa Barbara 
Ed Zoost, Santa Maria Area Transit, Santa Maria 

 

Purpose 

SBCTAC serves as the Social Services Transportation Advisory Council (SSTAC) for the Santa Barbara County 
Association of Governments (SBCAG) under California Public Utilities Code (PUC) §99238.  See Appendix 1 for CA 
PUC related to SBCTAC. 

 

Membership 

The membership of a SSTAC is defined by CA PUC §99238(a).  The council’s membership must represent transit 
users age 60 or older; transit users with disabilities; social service providers for seniors, persons with disabilities, 
and persons of limited means; and local consolidated transportation service agencies (CTSA).  According to the 
SBCTAC bylaws adopted by the SBCAG Board on January 19, 2006, SBCTAC’s membership shall also include two 
CTSA representatives, four transit agency members, and additional transit users or representatives from various 
social service agencies throughout Santa Barbara County as deemed necessary. 
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In December 2008, SBCTAC elected a new Chair and Vice‐Chair for 2009.  The council thanks Jim Talbott and 
Petra Löwen for their service as Chair and Vice‐Chair, respectively, in 2008.  David Damiano and Jim Talbott will 
serve as Chair and Vice‐Chair, respectively, for 2009. 

In February 2009, member Vibiana Saavedra resigned from the council.  SBCAG will seek at least one person who 
represents agricultural workers and seniors to fill the vacancy. 

 

Responsibilities 

California PUC §99238(c) defines a SSTAC’s responsibilities.  SBCTAC must annually participate in the 
identification of transit needs.  SBCTAC must also annually review and recommend action by SBCAG which finds, 
by resolution, that 1) there are no unmet transit needs, 2) there are no unmet transit needs that are reasonable 
to meet, or 3) there are unmet transit needs, including needs that are reasonable to meet.  SBCTAC also advises 
SBCAG on any major transit issues, including the coordination and consolidation of specialized transportation 
services. 

SBCAG also has responsibilities, under CA PUC §99238.5(a) and §99401.5, with regard to SBCTAC.  SBCAG must 
utilize SBCTAC as a mechanism to solicit the input of transit dependent and transit disadvantaged persons, 
including the elderly, handicapped, and persons of limited means, as part of its citizen participation process.  
SBCAG must also annually consult with SBCTAC prior to making any allocation not directly related to public 
transportation services, specialized transportation services, or facilities provided for the exclusive use of 
pedestrians and bicycles. 

According to the SBCTAC bylaws, SBCTAC shall serve primarily in an advisory capacity to the SBCAG Board. 

 

2008-09 Activities 

Transit Needs Assessment 

One of SBCTAC’s primary responsibilities is to take part in the annual transit needs assessment process.  For the 
2009 Transit Needs Assessment, SBCTAC: 

• Discussed and provided direction on outreach efforts 
• Approved the type, design, and distribution of public outreach materials 
• Participated in the design and distribution of surveys (see Appendix 3) 
• Discussed and provided input on public comment received 
• Provided input on the draft 2009 Transit Needs Assessment and findings of unmet transit need and 

reasonable to meet 
• Reviewed and approved the final 2009 Transit Needs Assessment and findings of unmet transit need and 

reasonable to meet 
• Submitted a letter to the SBCAG Board (see Appendix 4) 

In addition, the Wine County Express, a product of a prior transit needs assessment process, began operating in 
August 2008.  It has surpassed expectations thus far, serving an average of 4.74 passengers per trip and 
achieving a 17% farebox recovery ratio—both above the 2010‐11 targets of 3 and 10%, respectively. 
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The council has noted that, despite small fluctuations each year due to other financial circumstances, there is an 
overall trend toward spending increasing amounts of TDA funding on transit (and decreasing amounts on streets 
and roads). 

 

Transit Resource Guide 

The production of an updated Transit Resource Guide for Santa Barbara County was another significant 
accomplishment.  The guide was a result of SBCTAC’s continued work in assisting the public to identify 
transportation services in Santa Barbara County.  The collaborative efforts of SBCTAC, the Consolidated 
Transportation Service Agencies, and the public transit agencies in Santa Barbara County made the guide 
possible. 

SBCTAC created a subcommittee to assist in the development of the Transit Resource Guide.  SBCTAC also 
provided input on the draft guide, and reviewed and approved the final guide.  Council members distributed the 
guide throughout the County.  In addition, one council member, along with her staff, translated the guide into 
Spanish. 

SBCAG produced the Transit Resource Guide as a public service. 

 

Regional Transportation Plan 

SBCTAC reviewed and provided comment on the draft 2008 Regional Transportation Plan (RTP) and 
Environmental Impact Report (EIR).  SBCTAC recommended approval of the final 2008 RTP and wrote an 
expression of concern about the future of transportation revenues (see Appendix 2). 

 

Measure A 

Based on SBCTAC concerns about the stability of transit funding, SBCTAC urged the SBCAG Board to support a 
significant portion of the Measure A renewal program for transit. 

 

Federal Transit Administration Grants 

Each year SBCTAC is involved in reviewing grant applications for Federal Transit Administration (FTA) funds.  
SBCTAC forms a Regional Scoring Committee to evaluate the applications.  The entire council recommends 
approval of the scoring to the SBCAG Board and authorizes submittal of the applications to Caltrans. 

 

Transportation Connections 

SBCTAC discussed and approved a proposal to amend the Transportation Connections plan, adding farmworker 
transportation to the list of projects eligible to apply for funding under the Jobs Access and Reverse Commute 
(JARC) Program. 
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Transit On‐Board Surveys 

SBCTAC discussed on‐board transit surveys to coincide with April 2010 Census.  Most transit operators on the 
committee indicated interest in participating in the survey.  SBCAG staff agreed to develop the survey with input 
from transit operators, and compile and analyze survey results.  The transit operators will distribute and collect 
the surveys. 

 

Miscellaneous 

SBCTAC discussed a variety of other issues throughout the year, including the following: 

• Office of Emergency Services integration of disability and older adult transportation providers into 
evacuation and movement plans 

• Santa Barbara County transit agency emergency contacts 
• Community Travel Training Programs provided by R & D 
• Recent changes in fuel costs, existing transit agency fares and proposals for change 
• Recent developments in state transit funding 

 

Goals 

SBCTAC plans to continue advocating for transit services in Santa Barbara County, particularly for seniors and 
persons with disabilities. 

 

 Respectfully submitted, 
 David Damiano Chair Santa Barbara County Transit Advisory Council 
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Appendix 1: California Public Utilities Code 

 

Social Services Transportation Advisory Council 

§99238 

Each transportation planning agency shall provide for the establishment of a social services transportation 
advisory council for each county, or counties operating under a joint powers agreement, which is not subject to 
the apportionment restriction established in Section 99232. 

(a) The social services transportation advisory council shall consist of the following members: 

(1) One representative of potential transit users who is 60 years of age or older. 

(2) One representative of potential transit users who are handicapped. 

(3) Two representatives of the local social service providers for seniors, including one representative of 
a social service transportation provider, if one exists. 

(4) Two representatives of local social service providers for the handicapped, including one 
representative of a social service transportation provider, if one exists. 

(5) One representative of a local social service provider for persons of limited means. 

(6) Two representatives from the local consolidated transportation service agency, designated pursuant 
to subdivision (a) of Section 15975 of the Government Code, if one exists, including one 
representative from an operator, if one exists. 

(7) The transportation‐planning agency may appoint additional members in accordance with the 
procedure prescribed in subdivision (b). 

(b) Members of the social services transportation advisory council shall be appointed by the transportation 
planning agency, which shall recruit candidates for appointment from a broad representation of social 
service and transit providers representing the elderly, the handicapped, and persons of limited means.  
In appointing council members, the transportation‐planning agency shall strive to attain geographic and 
minority representation among council members.  Of the initial appointments to the council, one‐third 
of them shall be for a one‐year term, one‐third shall be for a two‐year term, and one‐third shall be for a 
three‐year term.  Subsequent to the initial appointment, the term of appointment shall be for three 
years, which may be renewed for an additional three‐year term.  The transportation planning agency 
may, at its discretion, delegate its responsibilities for appointment pursuant to this subdivision to the 
board of supervisors. 

(c) The social services transportation advisory council shall have the following responsibilities: 

(1) Annually participate in the identification of transit needs in the jurisdiction, including unmet transit 
needs that may exist within the jurisdiction of the council and that may be reasonable to meet by 
establishing or contracting for new public transportation or specialized transportation services or by 
expanding existing services. 

(2) Annually review and recommend action by the transportation‐planning agency for the area within 
the jurisdiction of the council, which finds, by resolution, that (A) there are no unmet transit needs, 
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(B) there are no unmet transit needs that are reasonable to meet, or (C) there are unmet transit 
needs, including needs that are reasonable to meet. 

(3) Advise the transportation‐planning agency on any other major transit issues, including the 
coordination and consolidation of specialized transportation services. 

(d) It is the intent of the Legislature that duplicative advisory councils shall not be established where transit 
advisory councils currently exist and that those existing advisory councils shall, instead, become part of 
the social services transportation advisory council and shall assume any new responsibilities pursuant to 
this section. 

 

Citizen Participation Process 

§99238.5 

(a) The transportation planning agency shall ensure the establishment and implementation of a citizen 
participation process appropriate for each county, or counties if operating under a joint powers 
agreement, utilizing the social services transportation advisory council as a mechanism to solicit the 
input of transit dependent and transit disadvantaged persons, including the elderly, handicapped, and 
persons of limited means.  The process shall include provisions for at least one public hearing in the 
jurisdiction represented by the social services transportation advisory council.  Hearings shall be 
scheduled to ensure broad community participation and, if possible, the location of the hearings shall be 
rotated among the various communities within the advisory council's jurisdiction.  Notice of the hearing, 
including the date, place, and specific purpose of the hearing shall be given at least 30 days in advance 
through publication in a newspaper of general circulation.  The transportation‐planning agency shall also 
send written notification to those persons and organizations, which have indicated, through its citizen 
participation or any other source of information, an interest in the subject of the hearing. 

 

Unmet Transit Needs Finding 

§99401.5 

Prior to making any allocation not directly related to public transportation services, specialized transportation 
services, or facilities provided for the exclusive use of pedestrians and bicycles, the transportation‐planning 
agency shall annually do all of the following: 

(a) Consult with the social services transportation advisory council established pursuant to Section 99238. 
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Appendix 2: 2008 Regional Transportation Plan Expression of Concern 

SBCTAC voted unanimously to recommend approval of the 2008 RTP with the following expression of concern 
about the future of transportation revenues: 

SBCTAC wishes to state its concerns regarding the potential for overly optimistic revenue 
projections contained in the RTP.  The national debt stands at over $9 trillion and we continue to 
borrow at a rate of $50 billion per month.  There is overall uncertainty regarding the long‐term 
health of both the Federal and State budgets.  Legislators across party lines warn that future 
earmark funding for infrastructure projects will be severely limited or eliminated entirely.  

American drivers are driving 4% less when compared with total miles traveled last year.  This will 
cause a decline in gas tax revenues and experts warn this trend will continue in the foreseeable 
future due to increased fuel costs.  Finally, the American consumer is stressed with some of the 
highest personal credit card debt in our country’s history.  This will dramatically impact future 
sales tax proceeds associated with transportation funding sources such as Measure D, and 
Measure A, if passed by the voters in November 2008.  

SBCTAC respectfully advises the SBCAG Board of Directors to consider these trends as it 
approves the RTP.  Careful consideration of balance and priorities will be key as our region 
moves to implement the range of projects contained in the RTP in the future.  

SBCTAC would like to thank staff for all the hard work it takes to prepare a thorough and 
effective RTP. 
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Appendix 3: 2009 Transit Needs Assessment Survey  
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Appendix 4: 2009 Transit Needs Assessment Letter 

 


