
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

STAFF REPORT 
 
 
 
 
 
SUBJECT: Federal Budget Appropriations 
 
 
MEETING DATE: March 15, 2007  AGENDA ITEM: 8          
 
 
STAFF CONTACT:  Jim Kemp 
 
 
RECOMMENDATION: 
 
Receive report from Adolfo Bailon, District Representative for Senator Barbara Boxer on federal 
budget appropriations and transportation project earmarking process. 
 
 
DISCUSSION: 
 
Adolfo Bailon, one of Senator Boxer’s District Representatives, will be attending the March 15 
SBCAG board meeting to discuss the federal budget appropriations process and to answer 
questions from the board.  Senator Boxer has been appointed to Chair the Senate Environment 
and Public Works Committee.  The committee provides policy and budget oversight on a wide 
range of issues including transportation appropriations.   
 
In January, the board approved requests for federal appropriations earmark funding for four 
projects: South Coast ITS improvements project, Highway 101 Santa Maria River Bridge 6 lane 
widening, Highway 101 Carpinteria Creek bridge reconstruction, and Highway 166 (East) safety 
improvements.  Staff has prepared the appropriations request forms for the FY 07/08 budget.  A 
request of $10 million has been submitted to Senator Boxer for the 101/Carpinteria Creek bridge 
reconstruction.  The need to replace this bridge is result of revisions to the 100 year flood 
elevation maps made by FEMA.  It has been determined that the Carpinteria Creek bridge must 
be raised to accommodate increased flows resulting from a 100 year flood event.  In addition to 
raising the bridge profile for flooding, widening the 101 to six lanes will require increasing the 
width of the bridge.    
 
Since the Senate Environment and Public Works Committee provides oversight on FEMA 
issues as well as federal highway funding, it was felt that Senator Boxer could be of assistance 
in securing an appropriation for the Carpinteria Creek bridge project.  The request has also 
been submitted to Senator Feinstein and Congressmember Capps.  Obtaining a federal 
earmark for the bridge project will help with extending the 101 widening project which just 
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received approval for $131.6 million in state Proposition 1B funds for the segment from Mussel 
Shoals in Ventura County to just south of Casitas Pass Road near Carpinteria Creek.   An 
earmark would also help the public to see that the federal government is a partner in the 101 
widening due to its federal significance and is making investments to complete the project. 

 
 
COMMITTEE REVIEW:   
 
None 
  
Attachment: 
 
FY 2008 Appropriations Request Form for 101/Carpinteria Creek Bridge Replacement project 
 
 



Fiscal Year 2008 Appropriations Request  

U.S. Senator Barbara Boxer1  FY08 Appropriations 
 

 
Requesting Entity:    Santa Barbara County Association of Governments  
 
Requesting Individual:  Board of Directors 
 
Priority:  ___1__ of ____1__ requests 
 
Project Name:  US 101 Carpinteria Creek Bridge Replacement in Santa Barbara County 
 
Amount Requested:  $10,000,000 
 
Bill:  Transportation, Treasury, Housing & Urban Development (TTHUD) 
 
Agency:  FHWA 
 
Account:  Surface Transportation Projects 
 
Project Justification (4 sentences; 150 word limit):  New flood maps released by FEMA indicate 
that 100-year flood waters would overtop US 101 at Carpinteria Creek in the city of Carpinteria 
southern Santa Barbara County.  US 101 is one of only two highways in California directly 
connecting the Los Angeles basin and the greater San Francisco Bay Area, and it is part of the 
National Highway System.  Funds appropriated to the project would replace the existing bridge 
on US 101 with a new bridge elevated above projected flood levels to maintain north-south 
goods movement and vehicle travel between two of the largest urbanized areas in the United 
States.   This makes replacing the bridge a matter of national importance, and the local agencies 
need federal assistance to fund the project. 
 
Description of the Project (no limit):   
 
This project would replace the US 101 bridge over Carpinteria Creek in the city of Carpinteria, 
in southern Santa Barbara County, with a bridge that is elevated above 100-year flood levels on 
flood maps recently released by the Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA).  The 
profile of US 101 to the north and south of the bridge would also have to be raised to conform to 
the new elevated bridge and accommodate at least two additional lanes plus the four lanes 
currently  on US 101.  US 101 is one of two north-south highways that connects the Los Angeles 
basin, with a population of 13 million, and the greater San Francisco Bay Area, with a population 
of 6.7 million.  The other north-south highway, Interstate 5, is periodically closed due to 
inclement weather and US 101 serves as the primary north-south route in California during those 
periods.  US 101 is on the National Highway System and is a Focus Route on the California 
Highway System.  US 101 passes through five rural coastal counties between the L.A. and San 
Francisco Bay metropolitan areas, including Santa Barbara County.  Santa Barbara County has a 
population of 400,000, including the city of Carpinteria with a population of 14,000.  As a 
relatively small county, Santa Barbara County receives a modest amount of state gas tax revenue 
for improvements to local roads, US 101 and other highways in the county, and the funds are 
committed to previously planned projects; unanticipated improvements to US 101 such as having 
to replace the bridge over Carpinteria Creek will require assistance from the federal government.   
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The city of Carpinteria and the Santa Barbara County Association of Governments are currently 
funding a project to improve two interchanges on US 101 serving Carpinteria (Casitas Pass Road 
& Linden Avenue).  The California Department of Transportation is requiring, based on the new 
FEMA maps, that the US 101 Carpinteria Creek Bridge replacement be incorporated into the 
environmental studies for the interchange projects and constructed as part of the interchange 
projects improvements.  The two local agencies have not budgeted for the estimated $10 million 
needed to raise the elevation of the bridge and the profile of US 101.  Federal funding 
participation is required in order for the interchange project and the bridge replacement at 
Carpinteria Creek to move forward to construction together as requested by state department of 
transportation.  The local agencies submitting this appropriation request believe they should not 
bear the full cost of the bridge replacement.  Funding participation by the federal government is 
appropriate because the replacement of the bridge is necessitated by FEMA's revision of flood 
maps, because the highway is part of the National Highway System, and because two major U.S. 
population centers are connected by US 101 making replacing this deficient bridge a matter of 
national importance.  The local agencies would fund environmental studies, engineering, and 
right of way acquisition for the bridge replacement using their state gas tax funds.  Funds from 
this appropriations request would be used only to construct a replacement bridge in the same 
location as the current bridge, but with a wider bridge deck to accommodate future lanes and 
increasing traffic volumes between the metropolitan areas.   Construction costs covered by the 
appropriation request would include construction capital and construction support costs. 
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Budget Breakdown and Total Cost:   
 
  Funding 
 
 
Project Component 

 
 
Est. Cost  

Committed State 
Gas Tax Funding 
by Local 
Agencies  

Future Gas Tax 
Funding from 
Local Agencies 

 
Appropriations 
Request 

Construction 
(includes  capital 
and const. supports 
costs for two 
interchange 
improvements and 
US 101 Carpinteria 
Creek Bridge 
Replacement) 

$57.0 mil. $39.5 million $7.5 million $10.0 million 

Right of Way $15.5 mil. $6.0 million $9.5 million  
Project Support 
(env. Studies, 
engineering, etc.) 

$14.3 mil. $8.0 million $6.3 million  

TOTAL $86.8 mil. $53.5 million $23.3 million $10.0 million 
 
 

Amount in the President’s Budget Request:  (If applicable)  N\A 
 
Appropriations History:     none 
 
Additional Documents List (If applicable):  none 
 
Congressional District(s) and Member(s):   CA23 Capps 
 
County or Counties (Calif only):    Santa Barbara County 
 
Grantee Legal Name:     Santa Barbara County Association of Governments 
 
Grantee Street Address:    260 N. San Antonio Road, Suite B 
 
Grantee City/State/Zip:    Santa Barbara, CA, 93110 
 
Local Contact Name/Title/Phone/Email:   Stephen VanDenburgh, Deputy Executive Director, 

805-961-8904, svandenburgh@sbcag.org 
 
Washington Contact Name (If applicable):   none 
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Washington Contact Affiliation:    none 
 
Washington Contact Office Phone:    none 
 
Washington Contact Out-of-Office Phone:     none 
 
Washington Contact Email:     none 
 
 
Additional Information for Transportation Requests 
 
Has the project previously received any federal, state, or private funding including federal 
discretionary grants or State federal-aid highway or transit formula apportionment funding? 
 
Yes, $53.5 million in state gas tax funding has been committed to the project by the Santa 
Barbara County Association of Governments:  $24.3 million through 2006 and $29.2 million 
committed in February 2007.  Additional state gas tax funding will be available for future 
programming to the project in 2008 and 2010.    
 
Have you confirmed with USDOT or a regional USDOT office that this project is eligible for 
funds provided under the requested account?   
 
Our agency has previously received Surface Transportation Program appropriations earmarks for 
US 101, so we are sure it is eligible under this account. 
    
Note other federal funds that have or will be committed to this project. 
 
We are not aware of any other federal funds that will be committed to the project at this time. 
 
Note the amount of anticipated non-federal match in 2006, prior years and future years.   
 
Approximately $47 million in state gas tax committed for construction can serve as the match on 
the $10 million in federal funds requested for construction, including $39.5 million in gas tax 
already committed by Santa Barbara County. 
 
Identify any reason why the funding requested could not be obligated in full on the date of 
enactment of the bill.   
 
Funding for construction would be obligated in FY 10/11 at the completion of final design. 
 
Identify if the project is included in the state, regional, county or metropolitan transportation 
improvement program. 
 
The project is in the 2007 Federal Transportation Improvement Program for Santa Barbara 
County adopted by the Santa Barbara County Association of Governments (MPO) in July 2006. 



 

 

 

 

February 22, 2007 
 
 
Senator Barbara Boxer 
112 Hart Senate Office Building 
U.S Senate 
Washington, D.C.  20510 
 
 
RE: Appropriations Request, FY 2008 
 
 
Dear Senator Boxer: 
 
Attached, please find a FY 2008 appropriations request of $10 million to fund a 
replacement of the US 101 Carpinteria Creek Bridge in the city of Carpinteria, in 
southern Santa Barbara County.   This appropriations request was approved by the 
Board of Directors of the Santa Barbara County Association of Governments (SBCAG) 
on January 18, 2007.  SBCAG is the federal metropolitan planning organization for 
Santa Barbara County.  The Board of Directors consists of five county supervisors and 
a mayor or city council member from the eight incorporated cities in the county. 
 
Based on recently released FEMA maps, the bridge on US 101 over Carpinteria Creek 
must be replaced to elevate it above 100 year flood levels.  Caltrans is requesting that 
the bridge replacement be incorporated into a locally-funded project to improve two 
interchanges in the city of Carpinteria.  No funding is currently included in the 
interchange project budget to cover the estimated $10 million cost of elevating the 
bridge and raising the profile of US 101 to conform to the new bridge height.     
 
US 101 is one of only two north-south highways connecting the Los Angeles basin and 
the greater San Francisco Bay Area.  The other north-south highway, Interstate 5, is 
periodically closed due to inclement weather and US 101 serves as the primary north-
south route in California during those periods. 
 
We are requesting federal assistance in funding the project because the replacement of 
the bridge is necessitated by FEMA's revision of flood maps, because the highway is 
part of the National Highway System, and because two major U.S. population centers 
are connected by US 101 making replacing this deficient bridge a matter of national 
importance.   
 
SBCAG would fund environmental studies, engineering, and right of way acquisition for 
the bridge replacement using state gas tax funds.  Funds from this appropriations 
request would be used only to construct a replacement bridge in the same location as  
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the current bridge, but with a wider bridge deck to accommodate future lanes due to 
increasing traffic volumes between the metropolitan areas. 
 
Thank you for your assistance on this matter.   Should you have any questions about 
this request, or need additional assistance, please contact Stephen VanDenburgh, 
Deputy Director at 805-961-8904 or svandenburgh@sbcag.org. 
 
 
Sincerely, 

 
Jim Kemp 
Executive Director 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
cc: Adolfo Bailon  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
File: SBCAG\federal Programs\Federal Earmarks - All + General\FY 2008 Congressional Requests\Boxer 
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