
 
 

 
 

 
 
SUBJECT: Transportation Funding Workshop Meeting 
 
 
MEETING DATE: March 15, 2007 AGENDA ITEM:  12 
 
 
STAFF CONTACT: Jim Kemp, Gregg Hart, Steve VanDenburgh 
 
 
RECOMMENDATION: 

 
Provide direction to staff regarding scheduling a special board workshop meeting to discuss and 
take public input on potential strategy and timeline for placing renewal of Measure D on the 
November 2008 general election ballot. 
 
DISCUSSION: 
 
At its February meeting, the board discussed some of the primary reasons that Measure D 2006 
was not successful in achieving the two-thirds voter approval required to renew this local 
transportation sales tax program.  These included: 
 

• Increasing the tax rate from ½ cent to ¾ cent 
• Competition with state transportation ballot measures (i.e., Propositions 1A and 1B) 
• Organized opposition from interest groups such as the County Taxpayers Association, 

COLAB and the County Republican Party who actively campaigned against Measure D 
focusing primarily in North County 

• Significant differences in support levels between the South Coast area voters (64% 
support) and North County voters (42% support) 

• The private campaign supporting the measure was successful in raising funds, but 
lacked needed support from the business community and local elected officials  

• There was a lack of public awareness of the transportation improvements completed 
under the existing Measure D as well as the benefits to each area of the county with the 
proposed Measure D 2006 

• Many people expressed the perception that progress on widening 101 has not been 
made as promised under the existing Measure D  

 
Many people including SBCAG board members have expressed concern that if Measure D is 
allowed to expire in 2010 and the estimated $35 million in annual transportation revenues are 
not replaced, the region’s transportation needs including maintaining local roads, widening 101 
and expanding transportation alternatives, will go unmet.  Based on interviews with opinion 
leaders, including some of those who lead the opposition to Measure D 2006, staff believes that 
many of the factors that contributed to the defeat of the measure can be addressed and that a 
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renewal of Measure D can succeed.  This view is supported by public opinion research 
conducted during the last 1 ½ years on Measure D.  In addition, all four counties that placed 
renewals of their sales tax measures at the same ½ cent tax rate on the ballot last November 
were successful (Orange, Fresno, San Joaquin and Madera counties)   
 
At its last meeting, the board discussed options for meeting the region’s transportation funding 
needs, primarily focusing on a local option fuel tax and renewal of Measure D.  The board 
members expressed concerns about the feasibility and limitations of a local gas tax and 
ultimately voted unanimously in support of a motion to not pursue the local gas tax option and to 
focus efforts on renewing Measure D.  Several members expressed interest in holding a 
workshop to discuss strategies for placing a new plan for renewing Measure D on the ballot in 
2008.  In addition, both the South County and North County Subregional Planning Committees 
met and discussed the broad parameters of a new Measure D renewal strategy that takes into 
account the lessons learned from the results of the last election.  
 
Given the complexity of the issues involved in developing a new transportation sales tax 
measure and the limited time available at regularly scheduled SBCAG Board meetings for public 
input and Board discussion, staff recommends holding a special board workshop meeting to 
discuss the next steps in the Measure D renewal effort.  Staff is seeking board input on planning 
this meeting including: 
 

• Location, date and time of the meeting 
• What information would the board like to have provided that will assist in reaching 

agreement on a strategy for developing a Measure D renewal plan?  
• Who are the opinion leaders/stakeholders that should be encouraged to participate and 

share their views? 
• What are the objectives for the meeting and how should the agenda be structured to 

meet these objectives? 
 
The next SBCAG Board meeting is scheduled for April 19 in Santa Barbara.  The Air Pollution 
Control District does not have a meeting that afternoon so time is available in the afternoon for 
the SBCAG Board to hold a special workshop either in Santa Barbara or another location in 
north county to discuss Measure D renewal strategies.  Staff will look to the Board for 
suggestions as to the location and time of the workshop. 
 
At the North County Subregional Planning Committee meeting, several members also 
expressed interest in hearing from members of the public who have not yet addressed the 
Board on this issue, especially representatives from the business and agricultural community.  
Some committee members expressed the view that SBCAG needs to reach out to opinion 
leaders to encourage participation and input from those who may be important in developing a 
plan that will engender broader public support.  Staff would like to hear board member’s specific 
suggestions regarding individuals to invite to attend the workshop. 
 
At the workshop, staff can provide the Board with some suggestions regarding how a new 
measure could better address the issues that led to the failure of Measure D-2006 and ideas for 
a public process that would involve members of the public directly in crafting a new 
transportation sales tax expenditure plan.  Staff believes that the workshop objectives should 
focus on reaching agreement on the process and timeline for developing a new plan for renewal 
of Measure D, rather than agreeing on the specific composition of the plan (e.g., distribution of 



 

 

revenues, specific projects/programs to be included in the expenditure plan).  It is important for 
the board to receive public input before making such decisions.    
 
COMMITTEE REVIEW: 
 
The South Coast Subregional Planning Committee and the North County Subregional Planning 
Committee both discussed this issue at their February meetings.  
 

 
 


