
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

STAFF REPORT 
 
 
 
 
SUBJECT: Public Information 
 
 
MEETING DATE: April 19, 2007 AGENDA ITEM: 6F          
 
 
STAFF CONTACT:  Jim Kemp, Gregg Hart 
 
 
RECOMMENDATION: 
 
Approve a letter regarding recently approved state funding for 101 improvements and authorize 
distribution to local media. 
 
DISCUSSION: 
 
Last month, the board was advised that a funding application for a project to widen a portion of 
101 on the south coast that which was jointly submitted by Caltrans, SBCAG and the Ventura 
County Transportation Commission was approved by the state.  The California Transportation 
Commission approved $151.5 million in Proposition 1B bond funding from the Corridor Mobility 
Improvement Account and STIP Augmentation programs for a project to widen 101 to six lanes 
from Mussel Shoals in Ventura County to Carpinteria Creek.  The project is scheduled to begin 
construction in 2011. 
 
While the state’s approval of the funding significantly helps move the widening project forward, 
board members expressed concern that a misperception will be created that the widening of the 
entire 16 mile, four-lane section of 101 south of Milpas is fully funded and that Measure D or 
other local funding is not needed to complete the project.  In fact, the state funding from Prop 1B 
will complete the widening of 6 miles of the 4-lane bottleneck section.  Completing the remaining 
segments of the widening will require an estimated $400 million in additional funding.  It is highly 
unlikely that current and future state and federal funding alone will be sufficient to complete the 
entire widening.  Completing the project in a timely manner will require a substantial contribution 
of local matching funds from the renewal of Measure D. 
 
Councilmember Armendariz suggested at the last meeting that a letter be drafted for the 
SBCAG chair’s signature to explain what the state funding approval means for the widening 
project and to correct any misperceptions about the need for local funding to complete the 
widening.   Staff has prepared the attached letter for the board’s approval.  Upon receiving 
board approval, the letter will be submitted to local media for publication.   
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It would be appropriate for the board to authorize staff to make minor modifications to the letter 
to include information relative to the specific media markets.  For example, the letter submitted 
to the Santa Maria Times could include information on the application for Prop1B funding for the 
Santa Maria River Bridge widening project which was not approved by the CTC.   
 
COMMITTEE REVIEW:  None 
 
Attachments: 
 
Letter on Moving Forward on 101 Congestion Relief 
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Moving Forward on 101 Congestion Relief 
 
The Santa Barbara County Association of Governments board of directors has 
heard, loud and clear, the concerns and frustrations of residents throughout the 
county about the daily gridlock on 101 in the south coast.  This congestion 
wastes precious time for thousands of commuters, increases spillover traffic on 
local streets, worsens our air quality, threatens to paralyze the south coast during 
evacuations for natural disasters and impacts our region’s economy and quality 
of life.   
 
Progress is being made on widening the 16 mile, four-lane bottleneck section of 
101 that extends from Milpas Street to La Conchita in Ventura County.  The 
SBCAG board, which is comprised of elected officials from each city and the 
board of supervisors, has been working with the state and Ventura County to 
address these problems and advance the widening project.   
 
SBCAG and Caltrans will break ground on the first phase of the widening project, 
from Milpas Street in Santa Barbara to the Hot Springs/Cabrillo interchange in 
Montecito early next year.  This $60 million project is being funded using 
Measure D local sales tax revenues and matching state funds.  
 
SBCAG has also successfully worked with the Ventura County Transportation 
Commission and Caltrans to secure $151.5 million in state funds to widen 
Highway 101 to six lanes from La Conchita in Ventura County to Carpinteria 
Creek Bridge, a distance of six miles.  This improvement, funded with state 
Proposition 1B funds approved by voters last November, will be under 
construction by 2011.   By attacking the four lane bottleneck from both ends we 
can speed up construction and reduce inconvenience for local residents. The 
sixteen mile segment of freeway from Milpas Street to Mussel Shoals is the last 
remaining four-lane section of the 101 freeway between Goleta and Los Angeles  
When the first two phases of the widening project are complete the full widening 
project will be at the halfway mark.   
 
Recently, the SBCAG board allocated funding to complete preliminary 
engineering and environmental studies for a project to widen the remaining four 
lane “gap” between Carpinteria and Montecito.  The gap closure project is 
expected to cost more than $400 million, but the funding necessary to finish the 
job has not been identified.  
 
Although, the state funding from Proposition 1B is a huge boost in our efforts to 
relieve congestion on 101, these are one-time only bond funds representing a 
down payment on needed infrastructure improvements.  It’s clear that we can’t 
rely solely on the state to fund the 101 widening project or to address our 
community’s mobility needs.   
 



For the last 17 years, local transportation projects, including street repair, 
highway safety and congestion relief improvements and public transit services, 
have depended upon our Measure D transportation sales tax funds approved by 
Santa Barbara County voters in 1989.  This existing half cent sales tax is 
scheduled to expire in 2010 unless it is renewed by county voters—resulting in a 
loss of nearly $35 million annually in local transportation funding.   
 
Last November, the Santa Barbara County Association of Governments Board 
placed Measure D-2006 on the ballot to renew and increase our local 
transportation sales tax revenues.  While 54% of county voters supported the 
measure, it failed to receive the necessary two-thirds required for passage.  The 
SBCAG Board is currently considering placing a revised transportation funding 
measure on the ballot for November of 2008 that will better address the concerns 
voiced by opponents of the previous effort.   
 
Highway 101 must be given priority in the renewal measure to gain sufficient 
support from voters and help finish the widening project.  With construction 
underway soon, new funds from Prop 1B and the commitments by SBCAG and 
the state to invest in the Highway 101 corridor, voters in 2008 should have 
confidence that Measure D funds from the renewal would be targeted to a very 
achievable goal of completing the widening of the remaining  four-lane gap. 
 
Residents of Santa Barbara County are facing a serious test of our determination 
to meet the transportation challenges of today and into the future.  The State of 
California has issued a challenge by funding the second phase of the 101 six-
lane widening and demonstrating the 101 widening project is a high priority for 
state transportation funds.  Unfortunately, state transportation dollars are very 
limited and competition for these funds is fierce.  Communities that have their 
own local transportation sales tax measures are going to be more successful in 
obtaining state matching funds.  .   
 
As the 101 in Motion process demonstrated, widening the freeway to 6 lanes will 
not be sufficient to alleviate congestion in the future.  Our long term plans for 
relieving congestion include the development of a new cost effective commuter 
rail service on the existing rail lines connecting Santa Barbara and Ventura 
counties.  We also need to invest more in providing alternatives for commuters 
who currently drive their cars to work alone.  All of these strategies require 
funding to be successful.  Renewing Measure D is the foundation of Santa 
Barbara County’s transportation improvement program.  Without this funding 
source we will not be able to match the commitment the state has recently made 
to improve mobility in our region.   
 
Jonny Wallis, SBCAG Chair  
 


