
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

STAFF REPORT 
 
 
 
SUBJECT: Route 246 Widening Project 
 
MEETING DATE: July 20, 2006  AGENDA ITEM:  6 E 
         
STAFF CONTACT: Jim Kemp 
 
RECOMMENDATION: 
 
Direct staff to include a policy in the updated Regional Transportation Plan providing priority 
programming consideration for future STIP funding for the Route 246 widening project. 

 
DISCUSSION: 
 
At its June 20 meeting, the SBCAG board unanimously adopted the Measure D renewal 
expenditure plan.   The board incorporated some changes to the draft plan to help ensure 
support from all members.  One of the changes involved increasing the amount of Measure D 
funding allocated for three interchange improvement projects in Santa Maria by a total of $10 
million and reducing the amount of Measure D funding for the Route 246 Widening project by a 
like amount.  Staff noted that the $10 million reduction for the 246 widening project could be 
potentially backfilled using other funds including the county’s future allocations of STIP or RSTP 
funding.  The adopted expenditure plan includes $33 million in Measure D regional funding for 
the 246 widening project which has a preliminary cost estimate of $63 million.  Like many of the 
projects included in the expenditure plan, state and/or federal funding will be required to 
complete the 246 widening.  Given the amount of funding required to fully fund the project, it is 
likely that STIP funding will be needed.   
 
Mayor DeeWees has expressed concern that the state/federal matching funds will not be 
available when needed to construct the 246 project (see attached letter).  Although the board is 
not permitted to commit future boards to take specific actions, the board may express its 
intentions through the adoption of a non-binding policy.  To address the concerns expressed by 
the Mayor, staff is recommending that the board adopt the following policy:   
 

The Route 246 Widening project shall be given priority consideration for STIP funding 
when needed for construction.  
 

If so directed by the board, this programming policy would be included in the next update of the 
Regional Transportation Plan scheduled for adoption in November 2006.  The policy would be 
contingent upon the passage of Measure D in the November 2006 election. 
 
COMMITTEE REVIEW:  None 






