
 

 

 

 
 

 
SUBJECT: Propositions 1B Corridor Mobility Improvement Account Project 

Applications 
 
MEETING DATE: December 21, 2006 AGENDA ITEM:  10 
 
STAFF CONTACT:   Jim Kemp, Stephen VanDenburgh 
 
RECOMMENDATION:  
 
Approve submittal of applications to the California Transportation Commission for the 
101/Santa Barbara to Ventura Widening and 101/Santa Maria River Bridge Widening 
projects for Proposition 1B Corridor Mobility Improvement Account program funding in 
cooperation with Caltrans, Ventura County Transportation Commission and San Luis 
Obispo Council of Governments.  
 

Discussion:  
 
Proposition 1B-- the Highway Safety, Traffic Reduction, Air Quality and Port Security 
Fund of 2006--passed last month with 61.4% support statewide.  This $19.9 billion bond 
program is the largest of the four bond propositions that comprised the Governor’s $37 
billion infrastructure package.   
 
Prop. 1B creates 12 new transportation programs to be funded from bond proceeds.   
Local agencies in Santa Barbara County will receive by formula an estimated $65 for 
local street repair, transit improvements, and State Transportation Improvement 
Program (STIP) projects selected by the SBCAG board.   Funds for other programs in 
Prop 1B are distributed through competitive programs.   
 
One competitive program is the Corridor Mobility Improvement Account (CMIA) 
administered by the California Transportation Commission (CTC).  Funded with $4.5 
billion of the $19.9 billion Prop. 1B transportation bond measure, the program would fund 
projects selected by the CTC that reduce congestion by expanding capacity and 
enhancing operations, improve travel times in high congestion corridors, and enhance 
access to jobs, markets, housing and commerce.  Sixty percent of program funds must 
be expended on projects in counties in the south part of the state (Santa Barbara County 
is included in this group) and 40% on projects in the north.  Candidate projects must be 
able to be under construction by December 31, 2012.    
 
The CTC has approved guidelines for the CMIA program identifying deadlines, project 
eligibility and selection criteria, application requirements, etc.  Applications for funding 
are due to the CTC by January 16, 2007. This timeline required that SBCAG staff begin 
work with partner agencies on applications even before the November 7 election 
outcome was known.  Work on the applications will continue up until the applications are 
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submitted on January 16.  At the December 21 meeting, project application overviews 
will be presented to the board and the board will have to approve the staff’s submitting 
completed applications by January 16.  The next board meeting is not until January 18, 
after the applications are due.  The CTC will decide which projects will be funded at its 
February 28, 2007 meeting to be held in Newport Beach or Irvine. 
 
SBCAG staff has learned that project applications totaling approximately $18 billion may 
be submitted from around the state to the CTC for the $4.5 billion available.  Based on 
the short time frame that the CTC has to receive project applications and select projects, 
Caltrans has the initiative to prioritize state highway projects even before applications 
have been formally submitted.  This is to help guide the CTC’s selection of projects for 
funding and ensure that Caltrans is directing its resources into the project applications 
with the best chance of being funded.  On December 11, Caltrans circulated its list of top 
priority projects, totaling $6.0 billion in funding requests (attached).    Caltrans’ list is an 
advisory list based on state highway projects they were aware of in early December that 
would be competing for funding, so it does not necessarily take into consideration all of 
the projects that will be submitted for funding to the CTC by regional agencies, such as 
non-highway projects.  Boardmembers may have read about or heard about this 
Caltrans list; it has been the subject of stories in the L.A. Times and Ventura County 
Star.   There is no requirement that the CTC use the list in making their funding 
decisions.  The CTC may use Caltrans’ list as a guide in their decision making, but they 
may also disregard it and rely on their own staff’s recommendations for selecting 
projects.  But the fact that a project is on Caltrans’ list of priorities, given that Caltrans is 
the owner\operator of the state highway system, probably helps it chances of being 
funded.   
 
An application to the CTC for the projects discussed below will consist of:  
 
* Cover Letter 
* Project Fact Sheet (scope, cost , funding plan, project delivery milestones, major 

benefits) 
* Brief Narrative, including a description of the travel corridor, project benefits, how 

the project would improve access to jobs, housing, markets and commerce.  A 
description of project risks to cost, schedule and benefits assumed.  A 
description of the corridor management approach. 

* Cost\benefit analysis 
* Documentation of the basis for scope, cost, schedule, benefits (completed 

studies, environmental documents, etc.) 
  
There are two projects in Santa Barbara County that SBCAG staff and Caltrans believe 
will be competitive for CMIA funding. 
 
Santa Maria River Bridge 6 Lane Widening 
SBCAG staff, the San Luis Obispo Council of Governments (SLOCOG) and Caltrans 
District 5 are preparing an application for the Highway 101 Santa Maria River Bridge 
Widening Project, which would widen the bridge from 4 to 6 lanes.  Part of the incentive 
for submitting this project is to eliminate a potential bottleneck that would be created at 
the bridge when the Highway 101 Santa Maria six lane widening project is finished.  The 
bridge project is currently completing its environmental studies utilizing STIP funding 
contributed by SBCAG, SLOCOG and Caltrans.  Design is underway utilizing a $2.7 
million federal earmark secured by Congresswoman Capps, and there will be only minor 
right of way acquisitions needed to move the project forward.  In the judgment of the 



staffs of the three agencies, the project should be able to meet the 2012 deadline to start 
construction and it would be competitive under the CMIA program guidelines.  No 
funding is currently programmed towards the project’s estimated $58 million construction 
cost.  Under the proposed application, funds from the CMIA program would provide 
funding for construction.  Additional funding to close a funding shortfall for design ($1.4 
million) would be required from the next STIP programming cycle in the Spring of 2007, 
and be split between SBCAG and SLOCOG.  SBCAG staff is recommending that the 
approve submitting an application seeking the construction funds for this project from the 
CMIA program.   This project is included on Caltrans’ $6.0 billion top priority project list.  
A project fact sheet, prepared by Caltrans District 5, is attached.   
 
Highway 101 Six Lane Widening in Santa Barbara and Ventura Counties 
SBCAG staff, the Ventura County Transportation Commission, and Caltrans Districts 5 
and 7 are also preparing an application to widen Highway 101 on the South Coast to 6 
lanes.   While the project meets most of the program criteria such as linking jobs and 
housing and providing increased capacity, the major challenge in the South Coast 
corridor is submitting a project that can meet the December 2012 construction deadline.  
The application the staffs are preparing totals $193 million and consists of three parts.    
 
The application requests $12.6 million in funding to conduct environmental studies to 
convert the four lane corridor from Mussel Shoals in Ventura County (where 101 
transitions from 4 to 6 lanes) to Milpas Street into a 6 lane facility with HOV lanes and 
ITS elements.  
 
It also requests construction funding for one segment of the corridor—from Mussel 
Shoals to Casitas Pass Road in Carpinteria, a distance of approximately 6.2 miles.  The 
team believes this segment can be constructed by the 2012 deadline because it would 
only require widening in the median and thus no major right of way takes, and could be 
environmentally cleared using a CEQA document.    
 
Finally, the application requests that $28.6 million for construction of the Milpas-Cabrillo\-
Hot Springs project.    Because this 101 widening segment is scheduled for construction 
in the Spring of 2008, it would guarantee that the project would meet the 2012 
construction deadline. It would also provide the Governor an early opportunity to attend 
a ribbon cutting ceremony and celebrate a project delivered through the Prop 1B bond 
program.  Because the project is nearly fully funded, the application will explain that 
$22.4 million in STIP funds programmed to the Milpas would be transferred to the 
Carpinteria area of Highway 101 to extend the mainline widening north of Carpinteria.   
 
With two Regional Transportation Planning Agencies supporting the project, and two 
Caltrans Districts, the project should be a strong contender for funding.   Caltrans has 
included on its priority list $151.5 million for the environmental, design and construction 
of the widening from Mussel Shoals to Casitas Pass Road.  Caltrans’ list does not 
support the $12.6 million in funding for environmental studies for the remainder of the 
corridor or $28.6 million for the Milpas-Cabrillo\Hot Springs project.  Nonetheless, the 
strengths of this project are the multi-county and multi Caltrans district cooperation and 
commitment to the project.  SBCAG can also show the CTC the current funding 
commitments from SBCAG and Caltrans that will support the ultimate widening of the 
highway including:   
 

• $47.5 million in STIP for construction and $10 million in Measure funding for right 
of way for the Cabrillo\Milpas-Hot Springs project. 



• Approximately $6 million in STIP is currently programmed for right of way and 
$10.4 million for construction of the Linden and Casitas Pass interchange project.  
Completion of this project is required to build 6 lanes on Highway 101 to 
Caltrans’ design standards.  The Via Real Frontage Road would also be 
extended and provide an alternate route to using 101 between the interchanges.   

• $5 million in Measure D funds for the northbound auxiliary lane are under 
construction between Evans Avenue and Sheffield road 

• Caltrans also has $2.5 million in SHOPP programmed for an ITS project to install 
CCTV and loop detectors from the Ventura county line to Garden Street. 

 
Caltrans headquarters has indicated the weakness in the application, from their 
perspective, is the delivery schedule with a start of construction of May 2012, which 
leaves little margin for error with a December 31, 2010 construction start deadline.   The 
project partners are examining ways to accelerate the environmental clearance and 
design of the project to get it under construction sooner and strengthen the application. 
 
One other important point that we can make to the CTC in support of the project is that 
in the 2006 STIP, the SBCAG board programmed $7 million from its county share of 
STIP funds to start the environmental studies to widen Highway 101 from s\o Milpas 
Street to the Ventura County line, and requested $3 million from Caltrans’ share of STIP 
funds.  This “new project” proposed for the STIP was rejected by the CTC and SBCAG’s 
share of STIP funds were left unprogrammed.  Even one year ago, as the 2006 STIP 
was being assembled, the transportation funding picture in California looked so bleak, 
with transportation funds being diverted into the State’s general fund, that the CTC 
rejected nearly every new project request submitted for inclusion in the STIP because it 
didn’t want to create expectations that the State was going to be able to deliver new 
projects.  So it is not for a lack of commitment on SBCAG’s part that the environmental 
studies haven’t started.  It would be ironic if the CTC rejected our CMIA application 
because the schedule to get the project under construction is risky, due SBCAG not 
having started work on environmental and design sooner.     
 
The SBCAG board has through its programming policies and the adoption of the 101 in 
Motion plan made widening of 101 a top priority for funding.  Although some Measure D 
regional funds and STIP funds have been programmed for widening the 4 lane section of 
101, a significant amount of current and future funding will need to be allocated for this 
project to complete it.  If SBCAG, Caltrans and VCTC are successful in obtaining the 
Prop 1B bond funds requested, it will be a major step in making the widening a reality.  
 
SBCAG staff is recommending that the Board approve the submittal of an application 
seeking $193 for this project from the CMIA program. 
 
Corridor System Management Plans 
The CTC expects regional agencies and Caltrans to preserve the mobility gains of urban 
corridor capacity improvements over time.  Applications must describe how the regional 
agency and\or Caltrans intend to do so in project nominations.  The CTC intends to give 
priority to projects where there is a corridor system management plan in place to 
preserve corridor mobility or where there is a documented commitment to the 
development and effective implementation of a corridor system management plan.  On 
the South Coast, the SBCAG Board has adopted 101 in Motion which serves as the 
basis for corridor management plan for the Highway 101 6 lane widening project in 
Santa Barbara and Ventura counties.  Having an adopted corridor management plan for 
13 of the 16 miles of the 4 lane corridor is a major plus for this project.   The application 



for the Santa Maria River Bridge project will indicate that Caltrans, SBCAG and 
SLOCOG will make a commitment to prepare a corridor system management plan if the 
project is funded.  
 
Other Projects 
SBCAG staff and Caltrans did examine other projects in the county as potential 
candidates for CMIA funding such as Routes 246 from Buellton to Lompoc and Route 
166 from Santa Maria to Guadalupe.  However, projects in the South Coast 101 corridor 
and the Santa Maria 101 corridor have been given higher funding priority by the board in 
previous programming cycles and staff assumes those board priorities remain 
unchanged.  Since projects in the south and north 101 corridors aren’t fully funded, they 
are the top candidates for funding from the CMIA program.  The projects in those 
corridors also match up very well with the CMIA program—they are the types of projects 
that the meet the guidelines and the types of projects the CTC wants to see funded--
multi-county, linking regions and linking markets, and supported by Caltrans.         
 
RECOMMENDATION 
Approve submittal of applications to the California Transportation Commission for the 
101/Santa Barbara to Ventura Widening and 101/Santa Maria River Bridge Widening 
projects for Proposition 1B Corridor Mobility Improvement Account program funding in 
cooperation with Caltrans, Ventura County Transportation Commission and San Luis 
Obispo Council of Governments.  
 
 
 
Attachments: 
* Caltrans Priority List Memo and Listing 
* Santa Maria River Bridge Fact Sheet 
* Santa Barbara-Ventura Highway 101 Fact Sheet 
* Three-page diagram describing funding plan for  
Santa Barbara-Ventura Highway 101 widening project 
 



To: Regional transportation partners and other interested parties        
 

December 8, 2006 
 

Caltrans Preliminary Corridor Mobility Improvement Account (CMIA) Projects 
 
 
 
Please find attached the California Department of Transportation (Department) 
Preliminary Draft of Candidate CMIA projects.  
 
This is a preliminary list and represents the results of the collaboration over the past 
several weeks between the Department and regional partners.  Projects included in the 
Preliminary Draft of Candidate CMIA projects represent the Department’s initial 
assessment of the highest performing projects statewide considering congestion, 
connectivity, and safety opportunities.  The list also represents an assessment of 
reasonable geographic balance that provides mobility benefits to all CMIA regions.   
 
The list currently identifies potential CMIA funding of $6.04 billion for specific projects.  
The list does not include a Tier 1 or Tier 2 assessment.  At this point in time, all projects 
are considered collectively to represent the highest priorities.  Obviously, the California 
Transportation Commission (CTC) cannot program in excess of the $4.5 billion in CMIA 
funds available and not all projects will ultimately receive CMIA funding. 
 
The list generally does not include Traffic Management System (TMS) projects.  The 
Department’s recommendation to the CTC will be to reserve $150 million in CMIA 
funding, and $100 million of the $500 million State Highway Operation and Protection 
Program included in Proposition 1B for TMS projects to be identified by corridor 
management plans. 
 
The expectation is to seek feedback on this preliminary list to further refine scope, cost, 
and schedule; identify any critical missing opportunities; and eliminate any projects that 
do not fully meet the objectives of the CMIA program, including deliverability.   
 
The Department will develop draft CMIA nomination sheets and supporting documents 
by December 29, 2006.  This is also expected to be a collaborative effort for projects that 
will be co-nominated by regional agencies.  Final review and incorporation of all changes 
should occur by January 10, 2007.  Final nomination packages will be submitted to the 
CTC on January 16, 2007. 
 
 











Santa Maria River Bridges Widening    
EA: 05-44590      PPNO:  4459 

Co-nominator:   
SBCAG and SLOCOG 

 

Project Description:  Widen Santa Maria River 
Bridge on US 101 and construct 
bicycle/pedestrian path along the highway’s 
northbound lane. 

District Contact:Lisa Lowerison, PM 
Phone: (805) 542-4764 
 

 
Project Proposal:   
 
The Santa Maria River 
Bridge Widening Project 
will expand a four-lane 
bridge to six lanes, create 
safer access from SR 135 
to SR 166 (north of the 
river) and extend a six-
lane section across the 
river to the SR 166 East 
corridor.  It will add 
capacity to accommodate 
forecasted traffic demand 
and improve traffic 
safety.  A Class I bicycle 
path will be added 
adjacent to the  
northbound lane. US 101 is a major north-south corridor between the San Francisco and Los Angeles area.  At this 
gateway location, it is the major north-south corridor between Santa Barbara and San Luis Obispo Counties, and a 
designated focus route, a high emphasis route, as well being designated a Focus track project.  Average daily 
traffic counts are 64,000, growing to 100,700 by 2030.  Trucks make up about 7.4 percent of the total traffic in 
the project area.  The project has a strong three-way partnership and support between SLOCOG, SBCAG and 
the Department.   PS&E for this project is partially funded with Federal Demonstration funds. 
 
Schedule/Cost (Escalated x 1,000’s) 

Cost  Schedule 
Fund Con RW PA&ED PS&E RW Sup Con Sup Total  MILESTONE Date 

RIP   $60 $760    $240    $1,060  PA & ED 12/2006 
IIP   $90 $1,140   $360    $1,590  R/W Cert 7/2009 
Demo       $2,720   $2,720  PS&E 5/2009 
STIP 
Augmentation        $1,410   $1,410  

RTL 10/2009 

CMIA  $53,400        $4,580   $57,980    
Total  $53,400  $150 $1,900  $4,130  $600  $4,580  $64,760    
Current Status:  PA&ED 98% complete 
 
Proposed Performance Improvement Measure 
The improvement will reduce delays as well as rear-end and weaving crashes caused by current 
configurations, add multi-modal access for bicycles and pedestrians, accommodate a 49 percent projected 
increase in traffic and achieve LOS “D” in 2030 (LOS E and F now) for peak hour traffic.   It will also 
enhance public safety by minimizing collisions (the actual rate is twice the statewide average for a similar type 
facility with comparable traffic volumes) and creating adequate shoulders for emergency vehicles.  In addition, 
it will provide a better link between SR 135 and SR 166 East, and eliminate a potential bottleneck where a 
current six-lane project ends.  Finally, it will allow the opportunity to incorporate Intelligent Transportation 
System elements such as surveillance stations, changeable message signs, highway advisory radio, and closed-
circuit television cameras. 



 

 

Co-nominators:   
Santa Barbara County Association of 
Governments (SBCAG) 
Ventura County Transportation 
Commission (VCTC) 
Caltrans District 7 
Caltrans District 5 
 
District Contact:  Scott Eades, PM 
Phone: (805) 549-3144 

 
SB / VEN ROUTE 101 CORRIDOR CONGESTION RELIEF 
 

Corridor Proposal 
 
This corridor improvement package proposes to construct over 33 new HOV lane-miles, new auxiliary lanes, 
Intelligent Transportation System infrastructure, and other safety, operational, and capacity improvements in a 16.6 
mile corridor in Northern Ventura County and Southern Santa Barbara County.   The corridor management plan for 
this facility has been largely completed by SBCAG through a two year, $1.6 million corridor study and consensus 
building process called 101 in Motion.   
      
Key project components recommended for CMIA funding include:  
 

 Construction of northbound and southbound HOV lanes between Mussel Shoals in Ventura County and 
Casitas Pass Road in Santa Barbara County (EA 07-26070 / 05-0N701_,6.2 miles)    

 

 PA&ED for HOV lane widening and ITS improvements between Casitas Pass and Milpas Street (EA 05-
0N702_, 10.4 miles) 

 

 Construction of Operational and capacity improvements between Cabrillo Blvd and Milpas Street (EA 05-
44780_, 2 miles) 

 
This package allows for over 16 lane-miles of new mainline/HOV lanes, vehicle detectors, CCTV cameras, and 
other capacity and operational improvements to be under construction by December 2012, with the remaining HOV 
lane additions (EA 0N702_) to be under construction by December 2016.  Schedule and cost information is shown 
by component in the attached fact sheets. 
 
Transportation funding is already committed to a number of other improvements in the corridor.  Three notable 
examples where CMIA funds are not being requested include the Linden and Casitas Pass Operational 
Improvements (EA 05-4482U; SB-101-2.2/3.3), the Evans Avenue\Sheffield Road NB Auxiliary Lane (EA 05-44810; SB-
101-R8.1/R8.9) and the SB 101 TMS Project (EA 05-48060; SB-101-0.0/13.5).  The first, which facilitates future 
widening, is funded by SBCAG with RIP and Grandfathered RIP funds.  The Auxiliary lane is funded by SBCAG’s 
Measure D program and the last, which includes vehicle detectors and CCTV cameras, is funded by Caltrans 
through the SHOPP program.   SBCAG also has 
$1.6 million in federal earmark funding for ITS 
capital improvements, a portion of which is 
available for funding within the corridor limits. 
 
Route 101 in the study area is primarily a 4-lane 
freeway/expressway that experiences congested 
flow conditions (LOS F) for multiple hours each 
day.  Without these improvements, congested 
flow (LOS F) conditions are expected to occur 
for over 16 hours each day by 2030.  The 
recently completed “101 In Motion” study, funded 
by SBCAG, clarified the need and public support 
for widening Route 101 in this corridor.   
 
Route 101 in this segment is a Focus Route, a Strategic Highway Network Corridor (STRAHNET) route, and a 
State Highway Extra Legal Load (SHELL) route.    
 
Proposed Performance Improvement Measure 
 
Implementation of these components will improve safety and operations, 
reduce congestion and driver frustration, and decrease travel times.   The 
project will improve north/south goods movement travel through the central 
coast of California.  Programmed ITS improvements will facilitate 
Transportation Management System (TMS) strategies in the corridor and 
allow users to make informed travel choices en-route or prior to travel. 
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VEN/SB 101 HOV  
(Ven-101-R39.8/R43.6; SB-101-0.0/2.4) 

 
EA: 07-26070_/ 05-0N701_      PPNO: 3918/7010 

Co-nominators:  Santa Barbara County 
Association Of Governments (SBCAG), Ventura 
County Transportation Commission (VCTC), 
Caltrans District 5, Caltrans District 7 

 

 
Project Description:  Construct HOV lanes 
within existing freeway/expressway median 

 
District 5 Contact:  Scott Eades, PM 
Phone: (805) 549-3144 

 

Project Proposal 
 
This project proposes to add a High Occupancy 
Vehicle (HOV) lane in each direction of Route 
101 from west of Mobil Pier Road Undercrossing 
(PM R39.8) in Ventura County to 0.2 miles south 
of the Casitas Pass Road (PM 2.4) in Santa 
Barbara County. This 6.2 mile segment begins 
near the communities of Mussel Shoals and La 
Conchita and continues north to the City of 
Carpenteria.  The purpose of this project is to 
improve traffic operations and to relieve 
congestion on this existing four-lane highway. 
The project also provides ITS elements (vehicle 
detectors and CCTV cameras) and pedestrian 
improvements within a portion of the project limits.  
 
This segment serves as a key travel corridor for commute travel, commerce/goods movement, and interregional 
travel between the San Francisco Bay Area and the Los Angles basin.  This project represents one component of a 
larger Route 101 corridor improvement strategy in Northern Ventura County and Southern Santa Barbara County.  
An overview of this corridor is provided in the attached cover sheet. 
 
Average Annual Daily Traffic (AADT) in this 4-lane expressway segment is 65,000 to 67,000 and is expected to 
range from to 85,600 to 101,700 by 2030.  Truck volumes make up 6.7% of the total traffic mix. Analysis of 
historical collision trends in the corridor shows a pattern of congestion related traffic collisions.  Actual collision 
rates total 1.08 per MVM compared to similar conditions statewide average of 0.88.  Route 101 within the project 
limits currently operates at level of service (LOS) “F” for multiple hours each day. LOS F conditions are also 
common during weekend peak periods. Without improvements, congested LOS “F” conditions are expected 
to extend from 6:00 a.m. to 10:00 p.m daily (over 16 hours per day).   
 
Route 101 in this segment is a Focus Route, a Strategic Highway Network Corridor (STRAHNET) route, and a 
State Highway Extra Legal Load (SHELL) route.    
      
Schedule/Cost 
 

                                   Cost (in $1,000’s, Escalated)  Schedule 
Fund Con RW PA&ED PS&E RW Sup Con Sup Total  MILESTONE Date 

RIP         PA & ED 08/01/2010 
IIP         R/W Cert 09/01/2011 
CMIA $117,000 $170  $4,400  $12,800  $500  $16,600 $151,470   PS&E 07/01/2011 
Total $117,000 $170  $4,400  $12,800  $500  $16,600 $151,470   RTL 12/01/2011 
 
Proposed Performance Improvement Measure 
 
Benefits include delay reduction, accident reduction, enhanced goods movement, reduced travel time and improved 
trip reliability for buses, interregional travelers, and high occupancy users.  With the proposed improvements, this 
segment is projected to operate at LOS “D/E” or better in 2030.  ITS improvements (CCTV cameras and vehicle 
detectors) will facilitate Transportation Management System (TMS) strategies in the corridor and allow users to 
make informed travel choices en-route or prior to travel. 

 

SB / VEN Corridor Congestion Relief
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SB 101 HOV 2 (PM 2.4/12.8) 
EA: 05-0N702       PPNO: 7020 

Co-nominators:  Santa Barbara County 
Association Of Governments (SBCAG), 
Caltrans District 5 

 

 
Project Description:  Construct HOV lanes 
within existing freeway median 

 
District Contact:  Scott Eades, PM 
Phone: (805) 549-3144 

 

Project Proposal  
 
PM 2.4/12.8 - This project proposes to prepare 
PA&ED to construct improvements on Route 
101 in Santa Barbara County from 0.2 miles 
south of Casitas Pass Road to the Milpas 
Street undercrossing.  It proposes to construct 
HOV lanes within the existing highway median 
by utilizing, where necessary, nonstandard 
inside shoulder and HOV lane widths.  This 
project will also include needed ITS 
infrastructure within the project limits. 

This segment serves as a key travel corridor 
for commute travel, commerce/goods 
movement, and interregional travel between 
the San Francisco Bay Area and the Los Angles basin.  This project represents one component of a larger Route 
101 corridor improvements strategy in Northern Ventura County and Southern Santa Barbara County.  An overview 
of this corridor is provided in the attached cover sheet. 

Average Annual Daily Traffic (AADT) in this 4-lane segment currently ranges from 67,000 to 106,000, and is 
expected to range from 102,000 to 145,000 by 2030.  Truck volumes make up 6.7% of the total traffic mix.  Analysis 
of historical collision trends in the corridor shows a pattern of congestion related traffic collisions.  Actual collision 
rates total 1.08 per MVM compared to similar conditions statewide average of 0.88.  Route 101 within the project 
limits currently operates at level of service (LOS) “F” for multiple hours each day. LOS F conditions are also 
common during weekend peak periods. Without improvements, congested LOS “F” conditions are expected 
to extend from 6:00 a.m. to 10:00 p.m daily (over 16 hours per day).  
 
Route 101 in this segment is a Focus Route, a Strategic Highway Network Corridor (STRAHNET) route, and a 
State Highway Extra Legal Load (SHELL) route.   The proposed project improvements are shown in SBCAG’s 2004 
Metropolitan Transportation Plan.   
      
Schedule/Cost 
 

                                   Cost (in $1,000’s, Escalated)  Schedule 
Fund Con RW PA&ED PS&E RW Sup Con Sup Total  MILESTONE Date 

Future  $547,000 $300  $19,500 $900 $44,000 $611,700  PA & ED 07/01/13  
CMIA   $12,600    $12,600  R/W Cert  01/01/16 
Total $547,000 $300 $12,600 $19,500 $900 $44,000 $624,300  PS&E 07/01/15 
         RTL 01/01/16  
CMIA funding is proposed for PA&ED phase only.  Remaining project funding is expected to come from a mix of RIP, IIP, 
Federal Earmark, and Measure D funds.  Costs and schedule based on inside widening approach. 
 
Proposed Performance Improvement Measure 
 
Benefits include delay reduction, accident reduction, enhanced goods movement, reduced travel time and improved 
trip reliability for buses, interregional travelers, and high occupancy users.  With the proposed improvements, this 
segment is projected to operate at LOS “D/E” or better in 2030.  Project ITS improvements will facilitate 
Transportation Management System (TMS) strategies in the corridor and allow users to make informed travel 
choices en-route or prior to travel. 

 

SB 101 HOV 2
(PM 2.4/12.8) SB / VEN Corridor Congestion Relief

End Corridor
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SB 101 Operational Improvements  
(PM 10.8/12.8) 

EA: 05-44780_      PPNO: 0478 

Co-nominators:  Santa Barbara County 
Association Of Governments (SBCAG) 
Caltrans District 5 

 

 
Project Description:  Reconstruct two interchanges, 
add mainline lanes, and reconfigure ramps. 

 
District Contact:  Scott Eades, PM 
Phone: (805) 549-3144 
 

 

Project Proposal 
 
PM 10.8/12.8 - This project proposes to 
construct operational improvements in the City 
of Santa Barbara on Route 101 from 
Cabrillo/Hot Springs Road to Milpas Street.  
The project provides a mix of new Route 101 
mainline and auxiliary lanes in each direction 
(four new lane-miles).  The project also 
includes Intelligent Transportation System 
(vehicle detectors and CCTV cameras) and 
bicycle and pedestrian improvements.   
 
This segment serves as a key travel corridor 
for commute travel, commerce/goods movement, and interregional travel between the San Francisco Bay Area and 
the Los Angles basin.  This project represents one component of a larger Route 101 corridor improvements 
strategy in Northern Ventura County and Southern Santa Barbara County.  An overview of this corridor is provided 
in the attached cover sheet. 
 
Annual Average Daily Traffic (AADT) within the project limits varies from 94,000 to 106,000, and is expected to 
exceed 145,000 by 2030.  Truck volumes make up 6.1% of the total traffic mix.  Route 101 within the project limits 
currently operates at level of service (LOS) “F” conditions for multiple hours each day.  LOS F conditions are also 
common during weekend peak periods. 
      
Route 101 in this segment is a Focus Route, a Strategic Highway Network Corridor (STRAHNET) route, and a 
State Highway Extra Legal Load (SHELL) route.   This project is shown in SBCAG’s 2004 Metropolitan 
Transportation Plan.   
 
Schedule/Cost 
 

                                   Cost (in $1,000’s, Escalated)  Schedule 
Fund Con RW PA&ED PS&E RW Sup Con Sup Total  MILESTONE Date 

GF RIP $25,142  $1,197 $2,927 $640 $3,287 $33,193  PA & ED 03/11/2004
(N) GF RIP   $2,123 $2,582 $1,038 $5,653 $11,396  R/W Cert 08/16/2007
RIP $(22,389)      $(22,389) PS&E 04/20/2007
Meas D  $10,280     $10,280  RTL 08/30/2007
CMIA $28,613      $28,613    
Total $53,755 $10,280 $3,320 $5,509 $1,678 $8,940 $83,482    
 

This project is nearly fully funded with a mix of Grandfathered RIP, RIP, and Measure D funds.   As part of this 
proposal, $22.39 million in RIP funds would be moved to the adjacent HOV widening project (05-0N702_) and the 
remaining shortfall for 05-44780_ be funded through the CMIA.  This would allow CMIA funding to be put to 
work in this corridor when this project goes to construction in Spring 2008. 
 
Proposed Performance Improvement Measure 
 
The project will result in improved safety and operations and a reduction in delays and corridor travel times.  It is 
projected to upgrade the current and projected LOS in this segment from “F” (without improvements) to “D/E” in 
2025.  Project ITS improvements will facilitate Transportation Management System (TMS) strategies in the corridor 
and allow users to make informed travel choices en-route or prior to travel. 
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*  $55 million in funds would remain programmed to the project including STIP and Measure D

(3b) Reprogram $22.4 mil. in STIP 
to extend widening as part of 
Carp. Creek-Linden IC/imps (ppno 
482).  

(2) $12.6 million 
for PA\ED for 
future 6 lane 
widening (HOV) 
between 
Carpinteria & SB 
(10.4 miles)

(3a) $28.6 mil. to replace STIP 
programmed for 2.0 mile 
widening & operational 
project  in SB, and close 
shortfall.  Under construction 
in 2008 (ppno 478) *

SB-Ventura-Caltrans CMIA Project Application

DRAFT

(1)  Widen from 4 to 6 lanes 
(HOV) $151.5 million –
Construct by 2012 (6.2 miles)
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