
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

STAFF REPORT 
 
 
 
SUBJECT:          Execution of FTA Grants by SBCAG 
 
MEETING DATE:     September 15, 2005   AGENDA ITEM:    7B    
 
STAFF CONTACT:     Karin Hodin  
 
RECOMMENDATION:    
 
Approve a resolution authorizing the Executive Director, or as an alternate, the Deputy Director 
of Programs to file and execute all Urbanized Area formula funds grants and supplemental 
agreements. 
 
DISCUSSION: 
 
Each year the Federal Transit Administration (FTA) allocates transit operating assistance and 
capital funds to urbanized areas.  Projects that are funded are, by federal regulation, selected 
by the SBCAG Board, acting as the Metropolitan Planning Organization (SBCAG), in 
consultation with the State and transit operators. 
 
After the SBCAG Board has programmed funds to a transit operator, transit agencies draft up a 
grant application or a supplement to a previously approved grant to access new or additional 
funds and send it to the FTA for review.  When FTA determines an application is complete and 
accurate, it forwards it to SBCAG for approval.  Assuming the grant application is in order, 
Board-authorized staff members may execute the grant.   Currently, the Executive Director has 
the authority at SBCAG to execute grants.   This resolution would authorize the Deputy Director 
of Programs at SBCAG to execute grants and supplemental agreements as an alternate.   This 
would keep the grant process flowing smoothly if the Executive Director is out of town for an 
extended period or otherwise unable to sign the grant.  Every day a grant needed to pay off the 
lease of a capital asset goes unsigned, for example, costs the transit agency interest.  If a 
transit agency needs the grant executed to maintain cash flow for the operations of its service, a 
delay in grant execution may cause it to delay a capital acquisition to ensure cash is on hand to 
keep operating. 
 
The FTA has shifted to an all-electronic grant approval process to save paper and improve the 
speed and efficiency of the grant approval process.  The TEAM-Web database referenced in the 
attached resolution is the internet based program introduced by FTA to in part accomplish the 
electronic approval of grant applications by agencies like SBCAG. 
 
COMMITTEE REVIEW: None 
 
ATTACHMENT: Resolution   



 

RESOLUTION OF THE SANTA BARBARA 
 

COUNTY ASSOCIATION OF GOVERNMENTS 
 
 

AUTHORIZING THE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR AND     ) 
DEPUTY DIRECTOR OF PROGRAMS TO FILE AND)                   RESOLUTION NO. 05-36 
EXECUTE GRANT AGREEMENTS WITH FEDERAL ) 
TRANSIT ADMINISTRATION TEAM-WEB ACCESS ) 
 
 

WHEREAS, the Santa Barbara County Association of Governments has been 

designated by the Governor as the Metropolitan Planning Organization (MPO) for Santa 

Barbara County and, as such, has been given responsibility to conduct the metropolitan 

transportation planning process required by 29 U.S.C. 134 and appropriate section of the 

Federal Transit Act; and 

 WHEREAS, Santa Barbara County has been designated as a Transportation 

Management Agency (TMA) pursuant to Sections 1024 and 3012 of the 1991 Intermodal 

Surface Transportation Efficiency Act; and 

 WHEREAS, 49 U.S.C. 5307 (a) (2) requires that a recipient be designated to dispense 

the Urbanized Area Formula funds attributable to TMAs; and 

 WHEREAS, the Santa Barbara County Association of Governments has been 

designated as the recipient to dispense these funds for the Santa Barbara TMA; and 

 WHEREAS, the Federal Transit Administration requires that the designated recipient 

enter into a formal agreement for projects financed with Urbanized Area Formula Funds that the 

designated recipient does not carry out directly; and 

 WHEREAS, the Federal Transit Administration requires that the individual or delegates 

executing such agreements shall be fully authorized to do so.

 NOW, THEREFORE, IT IS HEREBY RESOLVED THAT the Santa Barbara County 

Association of Governments delegates to the Executive Director and Deputy Director of 

Programs, authorization to file and execute, on behalf of the governing board, all grant 
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agreements and supplemental agreements with the Federal Transit Administration for 

Urbanized Area Formula Funds. 

 PASSED AND ADOPTED this 15th day of September 2005 by the following vote: 
 
 
AYES: 
 
NOES: 
 
ABSTAIN: 
 
ABSENT: 
 
 
 
ATTEST: 
 
 
 
              
Jim Kemp      Dick DeWees 
Executive Director     Chair 
Santa Barbara County    Santa Barbara County 
Association of Governments    Association of Governments 
 
 
 
 
APPROVED AS TO FORM: 
 
 
 
       
Kevin E. Ready, Sr. 
Deputy County Counsel 
 
 
 
  


