
 
 

 
 

 
 
SUBJECT: US 101 Truck Safety Corridor      
 
 
MEETING DATE: September 15, 2005  AGENDA ITEM: 11     
 
 
STAFF CONTACT: Fred Luna 
 
 
RECOMMENDATION: 
 
Receive report from the California Highway Patrol on the establishment of a Truck Safety 
Corridor on US 101 from Gaviota Rest Stop to Santa Margarita in San Luis Obispo County.   
 
DISCUSSION: 
 
Since 2001, the corridor of US 101 from Gaviota to the junction of US 101/Rte 58, 
approximately 82 miles, has experienced a growing number of traffic collisions and incidents 
that have involved trucks.   
 
The California Highway Patrol Coastal Division, whose jurisdiction covers US 101 through parts 
of Santa Barbara and San Luis Obispo counties, was recently awarded an Office of Traffic 
Safety grant in the amount of $175,000 to enhance enforcement on US 101.  In addition to the 
increased enforcement effort, CHP will be developing a public awareness campaign and 
conduct outreach to trucking industry representatives. 
 
The CHP has quantified the additional enforcement that will be provided through the grant at 
approximately 1,800 hours of road and aerial patrols through June 2006.  The CHP held a 
kickoff meeting in July 2005 and invited representatives from Caltrans, SBCAG, SLOCOG, and 
local agencies to participate in an on-going Task Force to help steer this project.  The CHP 
solicited ideas from the Task Force members as to how to make best use of the grant funding to 
meet the overall objectives.   
 
Specific short-term goals for the CHP include a reduction of truck involved incidents by 10% 
through increased enforcement.  Long term goals and objectives will be established through 
quarterly meetings of the Task Force.  Though the funding for the Truck Safety Corridor is not 
sufficient to address any capital improvements, previous experience has shown that the 
establishment of a Task Force has been instrumental in identifying existing deficiencies and 
needs and projects to address the need.   
 
The CHP will be giving a brief presentation to the board on this project and solicit their 
involvement in the task force at the regional and local levels. 
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