
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

STAFF REPORT 
 
 
 
SUBJECT: Measure D Renewal      
 
MEETING DATE: September 15, 2005 AGENDA ITEM:     10    
 
STAFF CONTACT: Jim Kemp or Steve VanDenburgh 
 
RECOMMENDATION: 
 

A. Receive presentation by True North Research on public opinion survey report 
 and authorize release of report. 

 
 B. Discuss development of Measure D renewal expenditure plan. 
 
SUMMARY 
A poll of 1,134 registered voters likely to participate in the November 2006 general election has 
found that 72% would support the renewal of Measure D, and a renewal of 30 years rather than 
20 years would not change voter support.  The poll results provide support for moving forward 
with the board’s plans to develop a renewal ballot measure to be placed before county voters at 
the November 7, 2006 election. The detailed survey results will be presented to the Board, and 
upon Board authorization, be released to the public. 
 
An overview of the next steps in the renewal process, including preparation an expenditure plan, 
will be presented to the Board.  It is the goal of the expenditure plan committee and consulting 
team to have a draft expenditure plan approved for circulation by Thanksgiving for presentation 
to local policy bodies around the county between Thanksgiving and the end of January. 
 
DISCUSSION 
 
At its March 17, 2005 meeting the SBCAG Board established the November 7, 2006 general 
election as the target date for placing a renewal of Measure D before Santa Barbara County 
voters.  Renewal of the measure will require 66.7% voter support due to changes in State law 
since the measure originally passed in 1989 with 55% voter support.   Measure D is set to 
expire in April 2010. 
 
The Board hired the private consulting firm Tramutola to assist the agency with determining if 
the November 2006 general election was the optimal time to seek a renewal, assist the agency 
with preparing an expenditure plan, ballot measure and ordinance that would be supported by 
voters, and to implement a legislative strategy that would keep city councils and the Board of 
Supervisors supportive of the entire effort, including voting to support placing the measure on 
the ballot.   Tramutola leads a team comprised of True North Research and Terrain Consulting.   
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Survey of Santa Barbara County Voters 
 
Every transportation agency that has been successful in approving a new sales tax measure or 
renewing a measure under the 2/3 requirement has used private consultants to conduct public 
opinion research to determine voter support and ensure that the projects and programs included 
in the expenditure plan are consistent with the community’s transportation priorities. 
 
The Tramutola team conducted a 23 minute telephone survey between July 27th and August 5th 
with 1,134 registered voters in Santa Barbara County who are likely to participate in the 
November 2006 election.   A preliminary report on the poll results was presented to the board at 
an August 18 workshop meeting.  The key findings and conclusions from the preliminary report 
are that: 
 

• Traffic and transportation are the most salient issues in the county; 
• Current support for Measure D is high and broad based.  72% of voters would 

support a renewal of Measure D; 
• A 30 year measure rather than a 20 year measure wouldn’t change voter support 

for the renewal. 
• Voters want a balanced expenditure plan for the new measure that addresses 

congestion, alternative modes, maintenance and safety. 
 
Dr. Tim McLarney of True North Research will be in attendance at the September meeting to 
present the detailed survey results and conclusions he has reached from this voter research 
and will be available to answer questions from the Board and public.   
 
Staff is requesting board authorization to release the report on the poll results prepared by True 
North Research that will be provided to the board at its September 15 meeting.  Following 
authorization to release, the report will be published on the SBCAG website: www.sbcag.org. 
 
Expenditure Plan 
At its August 18, 2005 workshop, the Board indicated support to move forward with preparing a 
Measure D renewal ballot measure for the November 2006 election based on the preliminary or 
“topline” survey results.  The next step in the process is to prepare an expenditure plan which 
describes to voters how the revenues raised from the renewal would be expended on 
transportation projects around the county.   
 
A committee of transit managers, public works staff, Caltrans and SBCAG staff is working 
together to develop a draft expenditure plan for board review.  This ongoing work includes 
identification of possible candidate projects and costs, draft guiding principles for the 
preparation of the expenditure plan, draft project/program categories that could be included in 
the plan, and estimated revenues generated by state and federal sources and Measure D over 
a 30 year period, 2010-2040.   The expenditure plan committee is facilitated by Mr. Jim 
Youngson of Terrain consulting and strategic guidance is being provided by Mr. Larry 
Tramutola.  A member of the consulting team will be at the board meeting to discuss 
development of the expenditure plan.   
 
The goal of the expenditure plan committee is to have a draft plan available by the end of 
November for review by the SBCAG Board.  With Board authorization, the draft plan would be 
presented to each city council and the Board of Supervisors between November and the first 
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week of February for review and comment.  The draft plan may also be presented to the public 
in workshops.  A second draft of the expenditure plan would be prepared taking into account 
comments received, and ballot language and an ordinance would then be prepared. With Board 
authorization the final plan would be presented to each city council and the Board of 
Supervisors for approval.  In order for the measure to be placed on the ballot, the Board of 
Supervisors and a majority of cities representing a majority of the incorporated population must 
approve the plan. The Board of Supervisors must then vote to place the measure on the ballot.  
All of this must be accomplished in time for the ballot measure and ordinance to be submitted to 
the county clerk by July 7, 2006.   
 
Drafts of the expenditure plan, the actual ballot language and ordinance will be the subject of 
future board agenda items. 
 
COMMITTEE REVIEW:   
The above information has been discussed by a expenditure plan committee consisting of the 
transit managers, public works staff, Caltrans and SBCAG staff. 
 
ATTACHMENTS: 
A report on the survey results will be provided to the board members at the meeting and be 
made available to the public after the Board has authorized its release. 
 
 


