
 

 

Board Actions:  September 2005
 

 

JOINT RAIL AGENCY COORDINATION EFFORTS, RECENT PASSAGE OF 
ASSEMBLY JOINT RESOLUTION 18 (AJR 18) 

The Board of Directors discussed how to build upon the recent passage of 
AJR18, a joint resolution of the California Senate and Assembly in support of 
continued federal funding of Amtrak. The Board stressed that coordination of 
efforts by the state’s three intercity corridors--LOSSAN, the Capital Corridor, 
and the San Joaquin Valley Rail Committee--to promote intercity passenger 
rail and seek additional funding sources should continue to be a priority. 
Continued coordination between the three agencies is encouraged to obtain 
full funding for Amtrak and to stress the importance of California, in addition 
to the Northeast Corridor. The Board directed staff to continue joint efforts 
on the state level, particularly when the Assembly and Senate reconvene in 
January 2006. 

STATUS OF STATE FUNDING FOR LOSSAN CORRIDOR PROJECTS AND 
OTHER STATE RAIL MATTERS 

Caltrans provided an update on LOSSAN Corridor project funding and related 
state matters. In August, the California Transportation Commission (CTC) 
approved a $73 million intercity rail operating budget and an $87 million 
request for the triple track between Los Angeles and Fullerton. A request for 
an additional $70 million will be made at an upcoming meeting for grade 
separations and track related to this project. The 2006 State Transportation 
Improvement Program (STIP) fund estimate is still under development, adding 
to the uncertainty in programming new projects. Caltrans also will request 
$125 million for rolling stock and is currently working with Amtrak to design 
the vehicle specifications. 

FEDERAL LEGISLATIVE UPDATE INCLUDING THE LOSSAN CORRIDOR 
DEFINITION 

The Board was informed that the LOSSAN Corridor definition remained 
incorrectly defined in the surface transportation bill, the Safe, Accountable, 
Flexible, and Efficient Transportation Equity Act – A Legacy for Users 
(SAFETEA–LU) as San Diego to Del Mar, 29 miles of the 351 mile corridor. 
Senator Boxer’s staff is working to correct this in the FY06 Appropriations bill. 
The Board noted the critical nature of this correction. 

The Passenger Rail Investment and Improvement Act (PRIIA) is a bipartisan 
effort introduced in July to authorize full funding of Amtrak.  Provisions also 
create a state capital grant program for intercity rail capital projects with a 
federal/state match of 80/20. The bill allows credit for past state investments 
in rail, up to 50% of the average amount expended in FY 2004/2005 and FY 
2006. The Board directed that this be changed to reflect the last 10 years of 
state investments, to more accurately reflect the commitment made by the 
State of California.  



 
 

2 

SURFLINER REPORT 

Pacific Surfliner trains continue to experience record ridership, with July being the highest recorded 
July ridership in history. Amtrak expects to reach 2.5 million riders for the federal fiscal year ending 
September 30. On-time performance was at 71%, well below the goal. Delays are attributed primarily 
to interference with other passenger and freight trains.  

LOSSAN CORRIDORWIDE STRATEGIC BUSINESS PLAN AND INCORPORATION OF COMMUTER 
RAIL ANALYSIS 

The Board received a status report on the LOSSAN Corridorwide Strategic Business Plan. Comments 
from the LOSSAN TAC, public and stakeholders have been incorporated into the draft plan. The scope 
of work has been expanded to include an assessment of commuter rail between Ventura and Santa 
Barbara Counties and a detailed rail modeling analysis. With the expanded scope of work, the final 
corridorwide strategic business plan is scheduled for March 2006.  

SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA REGIONAL GOODS MOVEMENT STRATEGY: A PLAN FOR ACTION 

The Board received information on the Southern California Regional Goods Movement Strategy, 
finalized by the Southern California Association of Governments (SCAG) in March of 2005. The report 
addresses key goods movement issues in Southern California and proposes a number of strategies in 
coordination with passenger rail improvements.  

FREIGHT RAIL PLANS FOR THE LOSSAN CORRIDOR 

Updates on future rail plans were provided by Burlington Northern Santa Fe (BNSF) and Union Pacific 
(UP). More than half of the LOSSAN corridor is privately-owned.  UP owns 175 miles between San Luis 
Obispo and Moorpark and BNSF owns 22 miles between Redondo Junction in Los Angeles and 
Fullerton.  Both discussed the importance of the LOSSAN Corridor, as well as the East-West Corridor 
between Fullerton and Riverside, a portion of which is used by both operators resulting in more than 
180 freight trains a day. BNSF expects to need the Los Angeles to Fullerton triple track projects 
completed by 2010. UP currently views the coast route as excess capacity if delays arise with its Central 
Valley route. 

NEXT MEETINGS 

The next LOSSAN Board of Directors is scheduled for Wednesday, December 7, 2005 at 11:30 a.m. in 
Los Angeles. The next LOSSAN TAC meeting is scheduled for Tues. November 8, 2005 at 11:30 in Los 
Angeles. 


