
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

STAFF REPORT 
 
 
 
 
 
SUBJECT: AMTRAK Funding Request 
      
 
 
MEETING DATE: May 19, 2005  AGENDA ITEM: 7A           
 
 
RECOMMENDATION: 
 
Support proposed AJR 18 which demonstrates statewide support for continued funding for 
Amtrak. 
 
 
SUMMARY: 
 
A resolution of support for Amtrak was initiated by LOSSAN (Los Angeles – San Diego – San 
Luis Obispo Rail Corridor Agency), which SBCAG is a member, and supported by the three rail 
corridor agencies in the State.  This resolution sends a message from California to Congress 
that Amtrak should receive adequate capital and operating funds and is the direct result of the 
Bush Administration's proposal to zero out Amtrak funds in FY 2006.  
 
DISCUSSION: 
 
 
The Bush Administration announced the intention to eliminate funding for Amtrak in FY 2006.  
This proposal is very troubling as it would if passed, cripple our state’s passenger rail system, 
funneling additional traffic onto our state’s already backlogged transportation corridors.  Some 
key facts to understand about the impact of Amtrak service in California are: 

§ California is second only to New York in Amtrak ridership – one in every six Amtrak 
riders is riding the train in our state. 
§ California’s three intercity passenger rail corridors, the Pacific Surfliner in southern 
California, the Capitol Corridor, and the San Joaquin Corridor rank 2nd, 3rd, and 5th 
respectively in the nation in total ridership. 
§ Amtrak has partnered on many capital projects and provides premium equipment and 
operating assistance to the state. Not only does this benefit our state, but it also makes a 
positive impact on freight rail and goods movement. 
§ Amtrak provides an efficient, safe and environmentally sound means of transportation 
for families, students, commuters, business and leisure travelers. It is the alternative to 
driving some of the most congested freeway corridors in the country. 



 2

§ Amtrak service helps stimulate the economy and make livable communities by 
developing downtown business centers and transit villages. 
§ Over the past ten years, Amtrak and the State have invested over $1.5 billion in 
intercity rail corridors, the result of which has been faster, more frequent and convenient 
service, improved stations and increased ridership to record levels. 
§ In addition to operating intercity service, Amtrak also is under contract to operate 
critical southern California commuter rail services including Metrolink and Coaster. 
Despite successes, the need to continue capital improvements and the public’s demand 
for increased service still exists. The U.S. government has significantly undercapitalized 
the national Amtrak system for decades, failed to provide passenger rail with a dedicated 
secure source of funding like other modes enjoy and required Amtrak alone to achieve 
operating self-sufficiency. 

 
In an action initiated by LOSSAN (Los Angeles – San Diego – San Luis Obispo Rail Corridor 
Agency), of which SBCAG is a member, and supported by the three rail corridor agencies in the 
State, a resolution of support for Amtrak was developed.  This resolution sends a message from 
California to Congress that Amtrak should receive adequate capital and operating funds and is 
the direct result of the Bush Administration's intent to zero out Amtrak funds in FY 2006.  
 
Assembly member Dave Jones (D-Sacramento) introduced AJR18, the joint resolution for 
Amtrak that started as a directive by the LOSSAN Board at its February meeting. Assembly 
Joint Resolution 18 passed the Assembly on May 4 on a 51-11 (unofficial) vote and is now 
headed to the State Senate.  
 
In prior years, the SBCAG board has sent letters of support to our congressional 
representatives urging continued support and funding for Amtrak.  Staff recommends that this 
support be continued to assure that Amtrak can operate a viable passenger rail system for 
intercity travel.  
 
COMMITTEE REVIEW: None 
 
  
STAFF CONTACT: Michael Powers  
 
Attachments: 
 
California Legislature, Assembly Joint Resolution 18 – Relative to passenger rail service.  
Corridor Rail Agencies Support letter 
 



california legislature—2005–06 regular session

Assembly Joint Resolution  No. 18

Introduced by Assembly Members Jones and Leslie
(Coauthors: Senators Ducheny, Kehoe, and Maldonado)

March 31, 2005

Assembly Joint Resolution No. 18—Relative to passenger rail
service.

legislative counsel’s digest

AJR 18, as introduced, Jones. Amtrak.
This measure would memorialize the Congress of the United States

to provide adequate operating and capital funding for Amtrak at
specified levels, to preserve and improve the 4 national network
Amtrak trains currently serving California, and to establish a
multiyear capital funding program available to the states on a
matching basis to initiate, improve, or expand passenger rail services
and provide an adequate level of capital funding for Amtrak to sustain
the mandated rail passenger services.

Fiscal committee:   no.
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WHEREAS, The voters of the State of California have
adopted certain bond measures to implement passenger rail
service across the state; and

WHEREAS, Those passenger rail systems have now largely
been constructed and services are operating as defined in the
voter-approved ballot measures; and

WHEREAS, Key elements of California’s transportation
system are the three intercity passenger rail corridor services (the
Pacific Surfliner, the Capitol Corridor, and the San Joaquin
routes); and
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WHEREAS, These three intercity passenger rail corridor
services now transport some 4.5 million passengers annually
within California, in large part due to the successful partnership
with the National Railroad Passenger Corporation (Amtrak); and

WHEREAS, The partnership with Amtrak brings certain
significant operating, financial, and liability benefits to the State
of California; and

WHEREAS, The federal budget recently proposed by the
President includes “zero funding” for the continuation of Amtrak
and its services; and

WHEREAS, Amtrak has undergone a major reform of its
business during the last two and one-half years, resulting in
substantial progress in renewing its assets and stabilizing its
costs; and

WHEREAS, Amtrak is the only entity in the nation with a
statutory right-of-access to the private freight railroads for the
purpose of providing passenger rail services; and

WHEREAS, Amtrak-operated intercity and commuter
passenger services within California in 2004 transported 9.3
million passengers, making California second only to the State of
New York in the number of passengers transported on Amtrak
operated trains; and

WHEREAS, The State of California’s capital investments to
date for intercity passenger rail services, based upon the voter
approved bonds, are approximately $1.7 billion, with most of
these funds providing new rolling stock and track capacity
improvements in the private freight railroads; and

WHEREAS, The current freight rail network is failing to keep
pace with goods movement demand in the ports throughout the
state and any improvements in the passenger rail network benefit
freight rail mobility; and

WHEREAS, It is the desire of the State of California to protect
these public investments for their intended purpose as expressed
by the voters who approved the bond measures that provided the
initial funding for these investments; and

WHEREAS, It is the expressed will of the Legislature to
continue to provide, improve, and expand California’s intercity
passenger rail program; now, therefore, be it

Resolved by the Assembly and the Senate of the State of
California, jointly, That the Legislature of the State of California
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memorializes the Congress of the United States to do all of the
following:

(a) To provide adequate operating and capital funding for
Amtrak in the federal fiscal year 2006 budget to allow
uninterrupted continuation of California’s Amtrak operated
services at the levels proposed to Congress in the federal budget
proposal for federal fiscal year 2005, which specified that an
annual request would be made of Congress for $1.4 billion
annually for Amtrak.

(b) To preserve and improve the four national network Amtrak
trains currently serving California (California Zephyr, Coast
Starlight, Southwest Chief, and Sunset Limited) as these trains
stretch across the United States, uniting California and our
state-supported trains with the rest of the nation.

(c) To establish a multiyear capital funding program available
to the states on a matching basis to initiate, improve, or expand
passenger rail services and to provide an adequate level of capital
funding for Amtrak to sustain the mandated rail passenger
services; and be it further

Resolved, That the Chief Clerk of the Assembly transmit
copies of this resolution to the President and Vice President of
the United States, to the Speaker of the United States House of
Representatives, to the Majority Leader in the United States
Senate, to each Senator and Representative from California in the
Congress of the United States, to the Chairperson of each
congressional committee that has jurisdiction over Amtrak and
the national passenger rail system, to the United States
Transportation Secretary, to the Governor, and to the author for
appropriate distribution.
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April 6, 2005

LOSSAN TO: California's State Senate and Assembly

FROM: California's Intercity Rail Corridors

SUBJECT: SUPPORT FOR AJR 18

The Capitol Corridor Joint Powers Authority (CCJPA), San Joaquin Valley Rail Committee (SJVRC), and
the Los Angeles-San Diego-San Luis Obispo (LOSSAN) Rail Corridor Agency urge you to support
Assembly Joint Resolution 18 (Jones, Leslie, Kehoe, Maldonado, Ducheny).

Passengers in our state on Amtrak-operated trains make California second only to New York in terms of
total Amtrak ridership. Each year, one in every six Amtrak riders is seeing some of the most spectacular
scenery in the nation, taking cars off our congested freeways, and being offered a choice of travel by
riding California's Amtrak-operated passenger rail services, the Pacific Surfliners, the Capitol Corridor,
and the San Joaquins.

As a partner with the State of California, Amtrak brings substantial benefits to the State by virtue of its
federally-established right-of-access to the freight railways, the preferential rates for that access, and in
the risk, insurance and liability areas for train operations. Recent studies have estimated the value of
the track access rights, insurance and liability coverage as being at least $25 million annually. In
addition, California's Amtrak service provides an efficient, safe and environmentally sound means of
transportation for families, students, commuters, business and leisure travelers. Amtrak service helps
stimulate the economy and make livable communities by developing downtown business centers and
transit villages.

Over the past fifteen years, Amtrak and the State have invested over $1.7 billion in our intercity rail
corridors, the result of which has been faster, more frequent and convenient service, improved stations
and increased train ridership to record levels. In addition to operating intercity service, Amtrak also
provides contract operation several of our state's commuter rail services, both in Northern California and
in Southern California.

The U.S. DOT recently announced its 'zero funding proposed budget' for Amtrak in FY 2006. This
proposal is unacceptable and would, if passed, completely cripple our state's passenger rail system,
undermining all the successful rail programs made possible when California voters authorized the capital
funding to establish these rail systems in 1990. Clearly, Californians have spoken at the ballot box on
this issue.

AJR 18 sends a message to Washington and our Congressional delegation that the current federal
proposal is unacceptable. We urge your support for this joint resolution and look forward to working with
you on its passage.

Sincerely,

ctf~w&-

I;] 

ROG~O;;-,
Chair, CCJPA

Od- ,,/a.~...{ r-~~-
HON. ART BROWN,
Chair, LOSSAN

Cc: Sunne Wright McPeak, Secretary, Business, Transportation and Housing Agency
Will Kempton, Director, Caltrans
William D. Bronte. Chief. Caltrans Division of Rail

HON. BOB WATERSTON,
Chair, SJVRC
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Sacramento Regional Transit
District

San Francisco Bay Area Rapid
Transit District

Santa Clara Valley

Transportation Authority
Solano Transportation
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Yolo County Transportation
District

SUPPORT AGENCIES:

California Department of

Transportation
Los Angeles County

Metropolitan Transportation
Authority
North San Diego County
Transit Development Board

Orange County Transportation
Authority
San Diego Association of
Governments

San Diego Metropolitan Transit

System
San Luis Obispo Council of
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Ventura County Transportation
Commission

Metropolitan Transportation
Commission

Sacramento Area Council of
Governments

EX-OFFICIO MEMBER
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Association of Governments

Alameda County

Contra Costa County
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Commission
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Union Pacific
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Commission
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Association of Governments

California Department of

Transportation

ADDITIONAL TECHNICAL
MEMBERS
Amtrak

Burlington Northern Santa Fe

California Public Utilities
Commission

Southern California Regional
Rail Authority

Union Pacific

ADDITIONAL SUPPORTERS OF AJR 18

City of San Jose,

City of Emeryville

City of Sacramento

Sacramento County Board of Supervisors

Sacramento Metro Chamber of Commerce

City of Placerville


