
 
 

 
 

 
STAFF REPORT 

 
 
SUBJECT: Measure D Renewal      
 
MEETING DATE: March 17, 2005  AGENDA ITEM:  10    
 
RECOMMENDATION: 
 
Discuss possible efforts to renew Measure D and provide direction to staff. 

 
SUMMARY: 
 
At its March 11 special workshop meeting, the board will be discussing possible efforts to 
extend Measure D.  A summary of the workshop will be presented at the March 17 regular 
board meeting along with any actions taken by the board.  The board may wish to provide 
further direction to staff at the meeting. 
 
DISCUSSION: 
 
Measure D is a ½ cent countywide sales tax that generates nearly $30 million for local and 
regional transportation projects including road repair and maintenance, state highway 
improvements, local and regional transit service expansion, congestion relief and safety projects 
and pedestrian and bikeway improvements.  Measure D, which was approved by county voters 
in 1989, will expire in 2010.   
 
The board has reviewed the accomplishments and success of Measure D at special workshop 
meetings held in March 2004, September 2004 and February 2005.   The importance of 
Measure D in meeting the region’s transportation needs has grown as state and federal funding 
has become unreliable and inadequate.  The state’s fiscal crisis has resulted in ongoing 
diversions of transportation funds to fill the state budget shortfalls.  Congress has not yet 
enacted a federal transportation reauthorization bill nearly 1 ½  years after expiration of TEA 21.  
Self-help counties like Santa Barbara (counties with local transportation sales taxes) have been 
able to address many transportation priorities and have been very effective in leveraging scarce 
state and federal dollars into the region.   
 
At its special workshop meeting on March 11, the board will be discussing possible efforts to 
renew Measure D.  Actions that may be considered by the board include establishing a target 
date of November 2006 for placing a Measure D renewal measure on the ballot and beginning 
work on the development of an expenditure plan that will identify transportation projects and 
programs to be funded from the sales tax revenues if the ballot measure is successful.   At its 
March 17 meeting, the board may wish to discuss the renewal effort and provide further 
direction to staff. 
 
COMMITTEE REVIEW:  None 
 
STAFF CONTACT:  Jim Kemp  


