
 
 

 
 

 
 

STAFF REPORT 
 
 
 
SUBJECT: 2004 State Transportation Improvement Program (STIP) Amendments 
 
 
MEETING DATE: January 20, 2005 AGENDA ITEM:   7B   
 
 
RECOMMENDATION: 
 
Adopt a resolution approving an amendment to the 2004 STIP to reprogram San Jose Creek 
Bikeway environmental funds in FY 05/06 to design in 06/07 and delay the Ekwill\Fowler 
Extension project right of way, design and construction funding by one fiscal year. 
 
DISCUSSION: 
 
Background.   Each even numbered year, the California Transportation Commission (CTC) 
adopts a five-year State Transportation Improvement Program (STIP) and submits it to the 
legislature and Governor.   The STIP is a statement of the Commission’s intent for allocating 
and expending funds for the following five year period.  The STIP also serves as a resources 
management document assisting in the planning and utilization of transportation resources in a 
cost-effective manner.  Funding to be expended according to the STIP originates primarily from 
state and federal sales and excise taxes on gasoline and can be used for a variety of 
maintenance, safety, operational and capacity increasing purposes on and off the State 
Highway System.  The STIP is developed consistent with an estimate of funding for the five-
year period and the total amount programmed in each fiscal year of the STIP does not exceed 
the amount specified in the fund estimate adopted by the CTC.   The adopted STIP remains in 
effect until a new STIP is adopted two years later.   
 
Each regional agency is notified of their “county share” of the estimate of funding that is to be 
available for the five year STIP period, based on a formula which provides 60% of the funding 
for Southern California counties and 40% for Northern California counties.  Funds within the 
north and south are distributed through a formula utilizing county population and highway lane 
miles.  Projects in the STIP are nominated by Regional Transportation Agencies around the 
state, such as SBCAG, through the preparation and adoption every two years of a Regional 
Transportation Improvement Program (RTIP) which explains to the Commission how funds in 
the region should be expended.   The Commission rolls together RTIPs from around the State, 
including Caltrans’ version of an RTIP (an ITIP) to create the STIP which it adopts.   SBCAG 
currently has $158 million programmed to 49 projects in the 2004 STIP, which covers the period 
2004/05 through 2008/09.  
 
Regional agencies may request amendments to the STIP to add or delete projects or funding, or 
reschedule project components such as environmental studies, design, and construction.   On 
projects originating from an RTIP, amendments may be proposed to the regional agency by 
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local agencies where the project is located, by Caltrans, or by SBCAG staff.  Amendments must 
go through the SBCAG Board and receive approval before being forwarded to the CTC where 
they must also be approved.   
 
Projects funded through the STIP are subject to state “timely use of funds” requirements.  
Failure to meet the established deadlines can result in de-programming of the project from the 
STIP or in some cases, loss of funding to the region.  When delays occur, the project sponsor 
must seek approval of deadline extensions or a STIP amendment from the CTC.  The state 
requires SBCAG to approve extensions or amendments and to provide justification for the 
delay. 
 
Goleta STIP Amendment.  The City of Goleta has requested amendments to two projects 
programmed in the 2004 STIP.   
 
Funding for environmental studies for the San Jose Creek Bikeway project is currently 
programmed in fiscal year 2005/06.   The City of Goleta, in cooperation with the County of 
Santa Barbara, has secured federal grant funding to pay for the project’s environmental studies.  
Goleta is requesting that SBCAG approve an amendment to shift the funds to FY 2006/07 and 
designate them for design purposes.   The project would construct a Class I and Class 2 
bikeway from the intersection of Hollister and Kellogg to the Atascadero Creek Bike Path, near 
Goleta Beach County Park.   
 
Goleta is also requesting that each of the funded phases of the Ekwill Street\Fowler Road 
Extension project be delayed by one year.   Funding for design and right of way purposes would 
be shifted from 2005/06 to 2006/07.  Funding for construction would be shifted from 2006/07 to 
FY 2007/08.   The project is located in Old Town Goleta and would construct two new east-west 
roadways bisecting Goleta Old Town and linking Kellogg Avenue on the east and Fairview 
Avenue on the west.   Currently, the main east-west arterial through Old Town Goleta is 
Hollister Avenue, located just south and parallel to Highway 101.  The New Ekwill Street and 
Fowler Roads is intended to provide some congestion relief to Hollister Avenue as well as 
improve access to and from Goleta Old Town and to the extensive redevelopment sites planned 
for Old Town.  The city of Goleta inherited the project from the County of Santa Barbara when it 
incorporated in 2002, and the transition of the project to Goleta as well as additional consensus 
building needed to determine the project alternatives to be studied in the environmental 
document, have resulted in a delay and the request for this amendment. 
  
Recommendation 
SBCAG staff recommends that the Board approve the STIP amendments as requested by the 
City of Goleta.  Upon approval, the amendments would be sent to the CTC where they must 
also be approved.  
 
COMMITTEE REVIEW: None. 
 
STAFF CONTACT: Steve VanDenburgh 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 
 

RESOLUTION OF THE SANTA BARBARA 

COUNTY ASSOCIATION OF GOVERNMENTS 
 
 

APPROVING AMENDMENTS TO                              ) 
CITY OF GOLETA PROJECTS PPNO 1204              ) 
and 4611 IN THE 2004 STATE TRANSPORTATION) 
IMPROVEMENT PROGRAM      )  RESOLUTION NO. 05-06 
__________________________________________       
                                                                                   
 
 WHEREAS, each even numbered year, the California Transportation Commission (CTC) 

adopts a five-year State Transportation Improvement Program (STIP) and submits it to the 

legislature and Governor; and 

WHEREAS, the STIP is a statement of the CTC’s intent for allocating and expending 

funds for the following five year period and serves as a resources management document 

assisting in the planning and utilization of transportation resources in a cost-effective manner; 

and  

WHEREAS, projects in the STIP are nominated by Regional Transportation Planning 

Agencies  through the preparation and adoption a Regional Transportation Improvement 

Program (RTIP) which explains to the CTC how funds in the region should be expended; and  

WHEREAS, the CTC received RTIPs and Caltrans’ ITIP in 2004 and used them to 

develop and subsequently adopt the 2004 STIP on August 5, 2004; and 

WHEREAS, pursuant to STIP guidelines, the CTC may amend the STIP to change how 

a project is programmed in the STIP at the request of the agency, either Caltrans or the regional 

agency, that originally nominated the project, after first giving notice of the proposed 

amendment and constructing at least one public hearing; and  

WHEREAS, requests for amendments from SBCAG are based on a request from the 

jurisdiction where the project is located or by determining based on its own evaluation that an 

amendment is necessary and in the best interests of the region; and 
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WHEREAS, the City of Goleta has requested that SBCAG approve an amendment to 

the 2004 STIP, and submit it to the CTC for approval,  reprogramming San Jose Creek 

Bikeway, PPNO 1204,  environmental funds in FY 2005/06 to design in FY 2006/07; and   

WHEREAS, the City of Goleta has requested that SBCAG approve an amendment to 

the 2004 STIP, and submit it to the CTC for approval, for the Ekwill Street\Fowler Road 

Extension, PPNO 4611, to reprogram design and right of way funding from 2005/06 to 2006/07 

and construction funding from 2006/07 to FY 2007/08; and 

WHEREAS, the SBCAG Board has evaluated the requests made by the City of Goleta 

and has determined them to be reasonable and justified and in the best interests of the region.  

THEREFORE: 

BE IT RESOLVED that the SBCAG Board of Directors PASSED AND ADOPTED the 

aforementioned amendments to the STIP, as requested by the City of Goleta, for 

submittal to the CTC for action, this 20th day of January by the following vote: 

AYES: 

 

NOES: 

 

ABSENT: 

 

ABSTAIN: 

 

ATTEST: 
 
        
Jim Kemp      Dick DeWees 
Executive Director     Chair 
Santa Barbara County    Santa Barbara County 
Association of Governments    Association of Governments 
 
APPROVED AS TO FORM: 
 
 
Kevin E. Ready, Sr. 
Deputy County Counsel 










