
 
 

 
 

 
 

STAFF REPORT 
 
 
 
 
SUBJECT: Transit Needs Assessment 
 
 
MEETING DATE: February 17, 2005  AGENDA ITEM: 8 
 
 
 
RECOMMENDATION: 
 
Conduct public hearing on unmet public transportation (transit) needs. 
 
 
SUMMARY: 
 
The annual Transit Needs Assessment process, as required by the state Transportation 
Development Act (TDA), requires SBCAG to hold at least one public hearing each year to 
receive public comments regarding unmet transit needs. This is the second of two public 
hearings held by SBCAG. Prior to allocating TDA funds for non-transit purposes, SBCAG must 
evaluate and make findings regarding the existence of transit needs.  The Transit Needs 
Assessment process schedule is shown in Attachment 1.  No board action is required at this 
time. 
 
 
DISCUSSION: 
 
The Transportation Development Act (TDA) statutes require that SBCAG hold at least one 
public hearing on the existence of unmet transit needs if local agencies plan to allocate TDA -
LTF, Article 8 funds for purposes other than transit or bicycle/ pedestrian facilities (i.e., streets 
and roads).  This is the second of two public hearings held by SBCAG. By statute, the highest 
priority for use of TDA funds is for transit, unless it is found that there are no unmet transit 
needs or those unmet needs are not reasonable to meet.  The purpose of this public hearing is 
to enable persons to present testimony on any existing unmet transit needs in Santa Barbara 
County.  SBCAG will use the testimony presented at these hearings to assist in making findings 
regarding the existence of any unmet transit needs.   
 
A notice of this public hearing was published 30 days prior to this hearing (Attachment 2) in the 
Santa Barbara News Press on January 16, 2005.  A press release in English and Spanish was 
distributed to all newspapers and radio stations in Santa Barbara County (Attachment 3).  In 
addition, flyers notifying the public of the Unmet Transit Needs public hearing, were printed in 
both English and Spanish, and were distributed through the Santa Barbara County Transit 
Advisory Council (SBCTAC), the South Coast Transit Advisory Committee (SCTAC) and the 
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North County Transit Advisory Committee (NCTAC) email list which includes public, transit, and, 
social services representatives, elected officials and members of SBCATC, NCTAC and 
SCTAC, (an email list of over 75 persons) and was posted on the SBCAG website (Attachment 
4).  
 
As you may recall from last month, upon direction from the transit advisory committees, 
surveying was not conducted this year, rather, focus groups were conducted in those areas in 
which the finding of unmet need and reasonable to meet were applicable.  
 
SUMMARY OF JANUARY’S PUBLIC HEARING TESTIMONY AND ADDITIONAL DATA 
 
There were twelve speakers at the Unmet Transit Needs public hearing held on January 20th, 
2005 in Santa Maria.   It should be noted that Spanish language translation was available at the 
public hearing.  A summary of the comments are found in the January minutes of the Board 
Meeting.  In general, some speakers called for all TDA funds to be allocated to transit service, 
and agricultural workers requested service from Santa Maria to the agricultural fields.  There 
was also a request for improved Sunday service (providing later hours) and comments 
regarding efficient and effective transit service where feasible. 
 
A total of seven emails/letters of correspondence have been received as of February 1, 2005.  
Copies of this correspondence are located in Attachment 5.  In general, the comments center on 
the request for improved commuter service and service for agricultural workers to get to the 
fields, i.e., their places of employment.  In addition, staff was given 17 letters by Jesus Estrada 
at the January public hearing.  These letters were translated and the letters and the translation 
are provided in Attachment 6.  The correspondence expresses three general needs: transit 
access to agricultural fields, improvements in transit service to stores and doctors offices, and, 
more frequent bus service, on the order of every 15 or 30 minutes.   
 
Additional focus group information has been received from LOVARC, since the January 
SBCTAC meeting.  LOVARC and these focus groups represented disabled persons in the 
Lompoc area.  A summary of the group comments are located in Attachment 7.  Of note, the 
focus groups were satisfied with the general local service, requesting some service 
improvements, with a focus on intercommunity or service to communities and activities outside 
the Lompoc area such as Santa Maria, Solvang and Gaviota State Beach. 
 
Staff will also interview representatives of South Coast Social Service Agencies, Allan Hancock 
College, Santa Maria Campus, Santa Ynez Valley People Helping People/Los Alamos Healthy 
Start, rather than conduct focus groups.  Staff will compile all data with the conclusion of the 
Unmet Transit Needs public hearing being held on February 17, 2005 in Santa Barbara, and 
begin to evaluate data within the context of the definition of Unmet Need and Reasonable to 
Meet.  An initial draft of the Transit Needs Assessment 2005 will be available at the March 
SBCTAC meeting. 
 
STATEWIDE AGRICULTURAL WORKERS TRANSPORATION PROJECT SUMMARY 
 
At the January Board meeting, it was requested that staff provide information on programs 
within the state that have provided transportation for agricultural workers.   
 
In July 2001, the Agricultural Industries Transportation Services (AITS) project was initiated.  
This was a directive from the Governor’s Office with a purpose of addressing the lack of safe 
and viable options for transportation of agricultural workers to agricultural worksites.  The goal of 
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the AITS project was the provision of adequate and safe transportation for agricultural workers 
throughout California and identification and reduction of barriers and transporting gaps that have 
negative impacts on the agricultural workers community. 
 
The AITS Pilot Project was funded through the Job Access/Reverse Commute (JARC) grant 
through the Federal Transit Administration (FTA) ($ 4 million), the Public Transportation Account 
(PTA) through CalTrans ($ 4 million), and, the Traffic Safety Education Project ($ 1 million) of 
the National Highway Traffic Safety Administration (DOT).  The pilot programs were conducted 
in Kings, Kern, Fresno, and, Tulare Counties. 
 
In general, the counties of Tulare, Fresno and Kings coordinated to develop a “hybrid 
transportation service project” using vans and buses (vanpool configuration) for transporting 
agricultural workers exclusively.  Kern County expanded its fixed route transit to outlying areas 
of the county to provide service to the families of agricultural workers rather than to the workers 
themselves, e.g. transportation to the agricultural fields. 
 
The Kings County service was successful in that it provided needed transportation through a 
vanpool system that generally was responsive to the needs to the agricultural workers.  
However, in order to address the regulatory barriers, the vans were filled with 9 or less 
passengers.  This impacted the ability of the service to be self-sufficient.  Under the AITS 
program, drivers were to lease vans for $750 a month, and then collect $60 to $70 a month from 
fellow workers for rides to work.  However, because vans were filled with 9 or less passengers, 
additional subsidy had to be applied to the cost of the lease.  The grant also paid for the cost of 
fuel.  The vehicles used for the program were procured, insured and maintained by the Kings 
County Area Public Transit agency. 
 
Barriers noted in the process were: 
 

 Government regulatory constraints both at the federal and state level that restrict who 
can operate the transport vehicles, how they are compensated, what they can charge, 
and, how many workers they can transport 

 Lack of licensed and trained van/bus pool operators 
 Limited access to affordable vehicle and driver insurance associated with agricultural 

labor transportation  
 Lack of enforcement and regulatory oversight of unlicensed drivers/operators and non-

certified farm transport vehicles 
 Limited acceptance of the van/bus pool model by employers and employees 

 
The AITS study made the following recommendations: 
 

 Advocate amendments to laws that created barriers to transportation solutions 
 Expand public transportation service to early morning and weekend hours 
 Introduce shuttle van and bus service to growing areas 
 Train and license agricultural workers to drive 
 Resolve issues to make vehicle insurance easier to obtain 
 Design and provide incentives for growers that provide transportation 
 Improve access to transportation information 
 Design automobile-based strategies for agricultural workers 
 Expand vehicle safety training and enforcement 
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In general, the AITS project was not embraced by the agricultural employers.  It should be noted 
that transportation was seen as the responsibility of the employee and that there is a constant 
supply of labor.  There were, however, some cases of employer contributions in fare subsidy, in-
kind, such as the provision of the van, or providing van pools from the fields to a near-by fixed 
route transit stop. 
 
Within the AITS report, a focus group from Santa Maria provided the following responses 
(Twelve participants on January 25, 2003): 
 
1.  What mode of transportation do you use to get to and from work? 
 
Use own vehicle  42% 
Use raitero   58% 
Use public transportation   0% 
 
2.  What is your level of satisfaction with the mode of transportation that you use to travel to and 
from work? 
 
Somewhat satisfied  5 
Not very satisfied  6 
Dissatisfied   1 
 
3.  In your opinion, what is the ideal system of transportation for farmworkers? 
 
Employer provided bus system    8 
Employer/government provided bus system  2 
Licenses for undocumented workers   2 
 
 
Program Update: 
 
Kings County Area Public Transit Agency has continued its farm worker van pool program.  
Currently, the program encompasses 59 vans, in which a licensed, insured and certified 
agricultural worker drives the van, with transportation for the purpose of work trips only.  With 
the initial grant funding, KCPTA was able to purchase the vans and provide for the initial start up 
costs of the program.  At this point, the operational cost of the program is offset through cost 
savings in insurance, fuel and maintenance using the KCPTA facilities and resources, and is 
maintained through fares and some additional transit funding.  It is the goal of the KCPTA 
program for the program to be operationally self-sufficient, with additional funding sources used 
for capital expenditures (van replacement). 
 
KCPTA has overcome the barrier with the California (state) Department of Labor and is now 
allowed to use vans with 15 seats, falling under the same regulation as the 9 passenger vans.  
However, KCPTA is still negotiating with the US Department of Labor to insure they are 
compliant with federal regulations.  In general, the California Department of Labor has made the 
exception for farm worker van pools if a public transit agency is the administrator of the service 
and the driver of the van does not receive any compensation.  KCPTA has also worked closely 
and negotiated with the local CHP division in the operation of the farm worker van pools. 
 
KCPTA is not receiving any subsidy from the employers/farms (businesses).  Although KCPTA 
has had conversation with members of the agricultural industry, there is no interest at this time 
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by the industry to provide subsidies for the program.   There are no TDA funds used for this 
program. 
 
LOCAL INPUT AND ROUTE SURVEY 
 
As we describe to your board last month, SBCAG, working with SMAT and Santa Barbara 
County representatives have met with representatives of agricultural workers in focus groups to 
identify specific transportation to employment needs.  Focus group activities based upon 
information gathering sessions from the 2004 Transit Needs Assessment process, along with 
public hearing testimony from 2004 and January 2005, brought to the forefront three service 
requests that are being examined.  These routes were identified as SR 166, between 
Guadalupe and Santa Maria, an east agricultural circulator service to include Telephone Road 
and a west agriculture circulator service to include Black Road.  Site visits were conducted on 
January 20, 2005 to all three locations for evaluation.  Initial data of the locations follows: 
 
Location:  SR 166; Simas Road to Blosser Road 
 
Description: 
 
SR 166 is a paved and maintained two lane state highway.  It is the main thoroughfare between 
Santa Maria and Guadalupe, serving significant truck traffic, slow moving agricultural 
equipment, and general vehicle use.   
 
SR 166 has an east/west orientation, with agricultural fields on both sides of the roadway, with 
sparse housing and a public elementary school off the north side of the roadway, at Old Bonita 
School Road.  Drainage ditches run the entire length of SR 166 on the southside of the highway 
from Simas Road to Blosser Road.  A narrow paved shoulder and moderate sized dirt shoulder 
lies adjacent to drainage ditches.  Drainage ditches run half the length (about from Simas Road 
to Ray Road) on the north side of the highway.  An adequate paved shoulder and narrow dirt 
shoulder are adjacent to the drainage ditches.   
 
Jurisdiction:  
 
Unincorporated Santa Barbara County; currently served by the Guadalupe Flyer, administered 
by the City of Guadalupe which runs on SR 166, a state highway. 
 
Barriers to safe service implementation: 
 
Heavy duty truck traffic along SR 166 
Geographic and roadway conditions 
(Refer to Contra Cost County Superior Court No. C94-00510 – Bonanno v. Central Contra 
Costa Transit Authority) 
 
Future project development: 
 
CalTrans: RTP project # PL04-CT10-Z: Widen SR 166 to 4 lanes from Guadalupe to Santa 
Maria City limits; relocate drainage ditches.  (Project purpose: Increase roadway capacity to 
enhance safety and enhance circulation by accommodating both regular and agricultural 
vehicles.  Reduce potential accidents by moving ditches out of the clear recovery zone).  Project 
time frame is FY 2008 – FY 2011. 
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Potential Bus Stops: 
 
Bonita School, just off of SR 166 (2715 W. Main / Old Bonita School Road) 
 
Location: Black Road; from US 101, west on Clark Avenue, northwest on SR 1, north 
on Black Road 
 
A.  To SR 166  B.  East on Stowell Road 
 
Description: 
 
Clark Road is an arterial roadway connecting to SR 1, and is surrounded by suburban housing.  
Along SR 1, there are a few agricultural fields, but mainly there is grazing land, mini ranches, 
and a golf course.  SR 1 has negligible paved shoulders, with minimal dirt shoulders.  Black 
Road to Betteravia Road which has some agricultural areas and large areas of grazing land, 
has negligible paved shoulders, with minimal dirt shoulders.  As Black Road nears the 
Beterravia Road intersection, the dirt shoulders become adequate for a potential bus stop.  
Black Road between Betteravia Road and Stowell Road has agricultural areas.  Although the 
paved shoulder is negligible and the dirt shoulder tends to be in poor condition, there appears to 
be an opportunity for a potential bus stop north of the railroad tracks (crossing Black Road), if 
Santa Barbara Public Works could obtain permission from the property owners to do minimal 
repair/maintenance.   
 
A.  Black Road from Stowell Road to SR 166 has agricultural areas, however, the paved 
shoulder is negligible and the dirt shoulder is in poor condition along this area.  This includes 
deep ruts during dry seasons and thick mud during wet seasons.   
 
B.  Eastbound along Stowell Road from Black Road, there are agricultural fields and 
packing/cooling houses. The road has minimal paved shoulders, with minimal dirt shoulders that 
are in very poor condition.  However, there are a few improved locations, generally in front of 
the packing/cooling houses that may be adequate for potential bus stops, not withstanding 
potential issues with property owners. 
 
Jurisdiction:  County of Santa Barbara, with service provided near-by in urbanized Orcutt and 
Santa Maria by SMAT.   
 
 
Barriers to service implementation: 
 
Potential feasible bus stops in a few locations.  Unknown if these stops would place the 
agricultural workers within walking distance of their fields. 
 
 
Potential Bus Stops: 
 
1. Southeast and southwest corners of Black Road at Betteravia Road 
2. East and west sides of Black Road just north of the railroad track crossing 
3. Along Stowell Road between Black and Blosser Roads in front of the packing/cooling houses 
4. Stops along the core agricultural employees residential areas (along Broadway and Western) 
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Location: East Main from US 101 to Philbric Road; Philbric Road to Betteravia 
Road, Betteravia Road to Telephone Road, Telephone Road to Clark 
Avenue 

 
Description: 
 
East Main from US 101 to Philbric Road transitions from an urban to an agricultural setting.  
Some residential areas and Pioneer High School blend from the urban to the agricultural areas.  
Although the remainder of East Main is characterized by agriculture, the paved shoulders are 
narrow and the dirt shoulders are minimal.  In addition, this section of East Main is heavily 
traveled by heavy duty trucks hauling trash to the landfill located at the corner of East Main and 
Philbric Road.  Philbric Road to Betteravia Rd to Telephone Road is all characterized as mainly 
agricultural, with some residential and open grazing land.  However, the paved shoulders are 
narrow to negligible and the dirt shoulders are minimal.  In several areas along Telephone 
Road, the slope of the dirt shoulder makes it unsafe for bus pull-outs, or for passenger 
loading/unloading.  Clark Avenue from Telephone Road to US 101 is characterized by 
agricultural fields.  The roadway has paved shoulders that may be wide enough to allow for a 
bus stop(s) if deemed safe by Public Works officials. 
 
Jurisdiction:  
 
County of Santa Barbara and City of Santa Maria, with service currently being provided to 
Pioneer High School by SMAT. 
 
Barriers to safe service implementation: 
 
Heavy duty truck traffic along East Main to Philbric Road 
Geographic and roadway conditions. 
 
Potential Bus Stops: 
 
1.  On Clark Avenue between Telephone Road and US 101 
 
SBCAG staff is currently working with staff from Santa Barbara County regarding jurisdictional 
issues such as the potential for implementation of safe bus stops in the agricultural areas, and 
exploring the potential for contracting of a demonstration circulator service, such as with 
SMOOTH as the CTSA using smaller transit vehicles that may lend themselves to the 
conditions of the routes.  Consideration of a circulator service must also involve identifying safe 
bus stops in conjunction with Santa Barbara County Public Works analysis of the technical 
feasibility of the stops and SMOOTH’s assessment of their ability to address requirements of the 
various codes involved in providing transportation to farmworkers as detailed in the last Transit 
Needs Assessment of 2004. 
 
Staff will also work with the City of Guadalupe regarding the potential to implement a bus stop 
(an operational issue) for the Guadalupe Flyer, in the location of Old Bonita School Road. 
 
Agricultural Workers Families 
 
The issues that were brought forth at the focus group for service improvements are being 
evaluated by SMAT staff.  Some issues, such as easier to understand signage, are operational 
in nature, while other issues, such as the request for service to Rancho Verde, fall within the 
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purview of the Transit Needs Assessment process.  In either case, SBCAG staff is working with 
SMAT staff to evaluate the reasonableness of these general-use, mainline service issues. 
 
Next Steps 
 
Lack of safe bus turnouts on public right of way may severely limit traditional fixed route transit 
solutions to address the transportation needs of agricultural workers.  SBCAG will continue to 
work with the affected public and transit agencies in pursuing solutions to the barriers to service 
provision.  Of note, staff will be coordinating with Santa Barbara County Public Works regarding 
locations that are technically feasible for bus stop locations and pursue the County’s 
participation in potential bus stop implementation.  In addition, staff will be coordinating with 
CalTrans regarding bus stop locations along SR 166 that are technically feasible and pursue 
CalTrans participation in potential bus stop implementation as a part of the SR 166 
improvement project. 
 
SUMMARY 
 
Staff continues to work with transit and public agencies, the transit advisory committees and 
transit advocates in public outreach and collection of pertinent data and consideration of transit 
needs within the context of the TDA, as well as transit needs in general.  Following Board 
direction, Staff continues to work to find solutions to the barriers of service provision for the 
Mixtec agricultural workers to the fields.  It should be noted that the City of Santa Maria will be 
holding a public workshop, inviting all identified agricultural worker groups (estimated to be 
about four additional groups to the Mixtec representation) on Friday, February 11, 2005.  The 
purpose of this workshop is to better understand the potential transportation needs of all 
agricultural workers in the Santa Maria Valley area.  Staff will provide a summary of the public 
workshop at the Board meeting.  Santa Maria is also involved in preliminary discussions with 
SMOOTH to explore transportation options beyond the TDA process.  Staff encourages this 
exploration since the ability of fixed route general purpose transit to meet the transportation 
needs of farmworkers is limited due to a number of factors.  Staff is able to assist in this process 
as requested. 
 
After this public hearing, staff will begin to analyze all public input and transit/demographic 
related data and will begin an initial assessment to determine findings of unmet need and 
reasonable to meet.  An initial draft of the Transit Needs Assessment will be presented to the 
SBCTAC at their March 29, 2005 meeting for their review and consideration.  The Transit Needs 
Assessment will also be presented to TTAC at their April 7 meeting for review and 
consideration.  Your board will consider a daft of the report at your April meeting. 
 
 
COMMITTEE PARTICIPATION 
 
The transit advisory council and committees (SBCTAC, NCTAC and SCTAC) have been 
involved throughout the process including recommendation on public outreach, assistance in 
distributing public hearing flyers and discussions regarding the process and data gathered to 
date.  SBCTAC will be presented an initial draft of the Transit Needs Assessment at their March 
29, 2005 meeting for their review and consideration 
 
 
STAFF CONTACT: Ruth Garcia, Michael Powers 
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Attachments: 
 
Attachment   1  Transit Needs Assessment Schedule 
Attachment   2  Public Hearing Notice , South Coast 
Attachment   3  New Release, South Coast 
Attachment   4  Public Outreach Flyer, South Coast 
Attachment   5  Correspondence  
Attachment   6  Letters presented by agricultural workers &  

Families with English translation as appropriate 
Attachment   7  Summary of comment LOVARC focus groups 
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ATTACHMENT 1 
 
 
 

Transit Needs Assessment 2005 
Schedule 

 
Action Benchmark 
  
Consultation with NCTAC and SCTAC 
(COAST and SBCAN were invited to participate in consultation process) 

October/December 
2004 

Focus group interviews include social service clients (disabled 
community), farmworkers & farmworker families, low-income rural 
residents, Allan Hancock – Santa Maria campus community 

October,.2004 - 
February 2005 

Public outreach for North County Public Hearing 
English/Spanish language flyer distribution through-out North County 
News-release for newspapers and radio (English & Spanish) 
Request for PSA’s (English & Spanish) 

December 2004 
January 2005 

Notice of Public Hearing – North County (media distribution) 
(Santa Ynez Valley News) 
(Santa Barbara News Press, Santa Maria Times, Lompoc Record)  

December 16 -24, 
2004 

Posting of notice of Public Hearing on SBCAG web site January 3, 2004 
Public outreach for South Coast Public Hearing 
English/Spanish language flyer distribution to South Coast social service 
agencies, public & transit agencies and transit advocates. 

January 2005 

Notice of Public Hearing – South Coast (media distribution) 
(Santa Barbara News Press) 

January 2005 

Notice of Public Hearing on SBCAG web site January 2005 
Public Hearing – North County (Santa Maria) January 20, 2005 
Public Hearing and data review and consultation with SBCTAC February 2005 
Transit Needs Assessment process update and survey data review with 
TTAC 

February 2005 

Public Hearing – South Coast  
SBCTAC presentation of findings to SBCAG Board 

February 17, 2005 

Draft Transit Needs Assessment March 2005 
Review and comment period for the draft Transit Needs Assessment 
(including presentation to SBCTAC and TTAC) 

 
April 2005 

Presentation of Transit Needs Assessment 
Board adoption of findings and resolution  

 
April 21, 2005 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 11

ATTACHMENT 2 
 

Public Hearing Notice 
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ATTACHMENT 3 
 

Press Release 
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PRESS RELEASE 
 
 
For Immediate Release   2/8/05     
 Contact: Gregg Hart       961-8905 
 
How can the bus better serve your needs? 
 
The Santa Barbara County Association of Governments would like to hear what 
new bus routes or service schedules are needed in Santa Barbara County to 
local residents get where they need to go.  The public is invited to attend an 
Unmet Transit Needs public hearing on February 17th at 10:00 am to let our local 
government leaders hear your ideas on ways to improve local and regional 
community bus service.   The hearing will be held at the Santa Barbara County 
Board of Supervisors Hearing room at 105 east Anapamu St.  In Santa Barbara .  
Spanish translation will be available.  If you cannot attend the meeting, you can 
call the Santa Barbara County Association of Governments at 961-8915 or e-mail 
sbcag.org to add your comments to the record.     
 
¿Cómo puede servir mejor el autobús a sus necesidades?  
 
La Asociación del Condado de Santa Barbara de Gobiernos quiere oír cuales 
servicios o recorridos nuevos del autobús se necesitan en el Condado de Santa 
Barbara para ayudarle llegar a donde usted necesita ir. Favor de asistir una 
audiencia pública que se oye en el 17 de Febrero a las 10:00 AM paraque los 
líderes de administración municipal oigan sus ideas en maneras de mejorar el 
servicio de autobus de la communidad. La audiencia estará en el quarto de 
audiencia del Santa Barbara Board of Supervisors en 105 Este Anapamu St. en 
Santa Barbara.  La traducción en española estará disponible. Si usted no puede 
asistir la audiencia, usted puede llamar al Santa Barbara County Association of 
Governments al 961-8915 o manda su correo electrónico a sbcag.org para dar 
sus comentarios al registro.  
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ATTACHMENT 4 
 

Public Outreach Flyers 
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How can the bus  
better serve your needs? 

 
 

The Santa Barbara County Association of Governments will be holding a 
public hearing to learn about the transit needs of the residents of the South 
Coast.  Please plan to attend and present your comments or concerns about 
transit service in the South Coast. 
 

When: Thursday, February 17, 2005 @ 10:00 AM 
 

Where: Board of Supervisors Hearing Room 
   105 E. Anapamu, 4th Floor 
   Santa Barbara, California 
 
 

It’s Easy! 
 
Simply come to the public hearing on February 17, 2005 by 10:00 AM.  Fill 
out a “comment card” located on the table in the back of the Supervisors 
Hearing Room.  Staff will forward your card to Chair DeWees, who will call 
your name for you to come to the podium and express your views. 
 

 
You may also send your comments in writing by Feb. 17, 2005 to: 

 
Santa Barbara County Association of Governments 

260 N. San Antonio Rd., Suite B 
Santa Barbara, CA  93110 

-or by email to- 
publiccomment@sbcag.org 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Favor de contactarse con SBCAG al 961-8918 tres días antes de la reunión si usted 
neccesita traducción en español. 
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¿Como puede servirle mejor el 
autobús? 

 
 

El Santa Barbara County Association of Governments tendrá una audiencia 
publica para aprender cuales son las necesidades de transito que los 
residentes del sur del condado tienen.  Por favor asista y presente sus 
comentarios o preocupaciones acerca del servicio de transito en sur del 
condado. 
 

Cuando: Jueves, 17 de Febrero del 2005 @ 10:00 AM 
 

Donde: Salón Board of Supervisors Hearing Room 
   105 E Anapamu, 4th Floor 
   Santa Barbara, California 
 
 

¡Es Fácil! 
 
Simplemente llegue a la audiencia pública a las 10:00 am el 17 de Febrero 
del 2005.  Llene la tarjeta de comentarios que esta en la mesa atrás del salón.  
El personal entregara su tarjeta a el Encargado DeWees, quien llamara su 
nombre para que vaya al podio y exprese su punto de vista. 
 
También puede mandar sus comentarios por escrito antes del 17 de Febrero 2005 
a: 
 

Santa Barbara County Association of Governments 
260 N. San Antonio Rd., Suite B 

Santa Barbara, CA  93110 
-o por correo electronico a- 
publiccomment@sbcag.org 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Favor de contactarse con SBCAG al 961-8918 tres días antes de la reunión si usted 
necesita traducción en español. 
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ATTACHMENT 5 
 

Emails / Letters of Correspondence 
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Thursday, January 27, 2005 3:23 AM 
 
 
Dear People, 
 
At the suggestion of a friend, I am sending you my comments about this 
issue (see below).  I was responding to a couple of stories, one in a 
small local e-newsletter, and one in the Santa Maria Times (at bottom). 
As far as I am concerned, our government needs to stop trifling with 
these people's lives.  They are an essential part of our economy; we 
need to make it easier for them to come back and forth to where the 
work is and treat them with the dignity, courtesy and respect that is 
the birthright of all human beings.  And, most especially, all human 
beings who are willing to do the dirty work that our own citizens 
reject.  We owe these people a lot.  The least we can do is to offer 
them safe, free transportation to and from the job, without bothering 
them with questions about their 'legal status'.  They are human beings 
who want to work.  They are needed in our economy.  That is 
qualification enough. 
 
 
Lauren J Sullivan 
 
 
I was so delighted to read this story a few days ago in the Santa Maria 
Times!  Someone recently wrote a letter to Bill Denneen, which he 
published in his small local e-newsletter, about how 'something needs 
to be done about the illegal immigrant problem', and I  
responded that 'the problem' needed to be clarified. 
 
Is it their ridiculous slave pay and exploitation that needs to be 
addressed?  The fact that, while they are required to pay taxes, they 
have no representation, a condition that we ALL KNOW from studying 
American history, constitutes 'tyranny'?  Do we need to correct the 
grave injustice against them -- and the whole society -- of depriving 
them of the right to drivers' licenses, which would mean:  1) they have 
studied the driver's manual and passed a test certifying them as 
qualified to drive; 2) allow them to legally register and insure their 
vehicles, which is a great protection for all of us; and 3) 
coincidentally gives our law enforcement people a means of identifying 
them, should they break a law?  Is it the appalling lack of adequate 
housing and health care for them and their families that we need to 
address?  Especially in view of the fact that they are regularly 
exposed to lethally toxic pesticides on the job and suffer many health 
issues as a consequence of being poisoned?  And I suggested that since 
they regularly are obliged to risk their lives and have to pay to 
'coyotes' thousands of dollars they cannot afford to get them here in 
time to harvest our crops -- which must be legal, inasmuch as the Big 
Ag industry hires and exploits their labor regularly and are never 
arrested for so doing -- we ought to at least provide them with free 
bus service to and from the Mexican border... 
 
I certainly hope that a sane, sober recognition of the truth about our 
'illegal immigrant problems' takes all of these factors into 
consideration and that we the people, the citizens of the U.S. who do 
enjoy representation, etc., will lead the esteemed leaders in our 
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government of the people, by the people, and for the people to end the 
outrages and make restitution to these good human beings who only  want 
to work very hard at essential jobs that others do not want or are 
unable to perform, in order to support their families.  I have always 
admired people who work very hard at honest labor, and who take 
responsibility for supporting themselves and their families.  I cannot 
understand the kind of mentality that wants to punish them or make 
their lives even harder. 
 
So I am glad to hear that at least one tiny part of the 'problem' is 
beginning to receive some attention.  Thank you. 
 
 
Lauren J. Sullivan 
 
 
 
Farmworkers ask SBCAG for help 
By Erin Carlyle/Staff Writer 
 
Santa Maria Valley Latinos urged a regional governing body to use 
transit money to fund farmworker transportation and enhanced bus 
service rather than to fix potholes. 
 
About 20 members of the Latino community came to an unmet-transit-needs 
earing Thursday at the Santa Barbara County Association of Governments 
meeting in Santa Maria. 
 
The speakers urged the board to use $3 million of state Transit 
Development Act money for more frequent bus service, later bus hours 
and farmworker routes. The money comes from a statewide sales tax on 
gasoline. 
 
Each year the county receives $12 million in TDA funds. While the South 
Coast channels its $6 million for the Santa Barbara Metropolitan 
Transit District and Easy Lift for bus services, half of North County 
TDA funds - in Lompoc, Santa Maria and the county - has gone to fix 
roads. 
 
Last year 55 Latinos - many of them farmworkers - asked the board to 
direct that $3 million to help meet their transit needs. But the board 
said the request did not fit the definition of an "unmet-transit-need" 
since it was for a limited group rather than the general population. 
 
Under current SBCAG policy, only unmet transit needs that are 
considered reasonable to meet and for the general public - rather than 
a limited group - may be funded. 
 
However, that distinction doesn't make sense to Jesus Estrada, 
coordinator of the Oaxacan Indigenous Binational Front. SBCAG has 
approved transit projects for Vandenberg Air Force Base and for 
seniors, Estrada noted. 
 
"The military group is a group. Seniors are a group," Estrada said. 
"Farmworkers are a group but we form part of the community. That's what 
I haven't been able to understand." 
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Thursday's public hearing will be followed by a second one in Santa 
Barbara Feb. 17. The board won't determine which transit requests to 
fund - if any - until April or March. But SBCAG staff said they would 
work with local transportation agencies to analyze service expansion 
requests. Jessica Scheeter, executive director of the Coalition of 
Sustainable Transportation(COAST), said the next step is getting the 
SBCAG board to change its definition of unmet transit needs so that 
farmworkers could be included. 
 
Specifically, COAST would like to see more stops on the Guadalupe 
Flyer, which travels from Santa Maria to Guadalupe, and a bus route to 
the farm fields east of Santa Maria. 
 
"The people who came today opened the eyes of some on the SBCAG have 
specific requests," Scheeter said. "I think the need is obvious." 
 
Estrada said he plans to meet with each SBCAG member to try to gain 
votes. He hopes new board members, like county supervisors Salud 
Carbajal and Brooks Firestone, will be sympathetic. 
 
"I happen to be a son of a farmworker, so I understand what the 
families are going through today," Carbajal said, translating his 
comments into Spanish. 
 
"I could have easily been in the audience at a younger age." 
 
Not all the speakers saw increased farmworker transportation as a 
solution. 
 
Scott Wenz said he felt the real problem is the need for a guest worker 
program such as the bracero program in the 1950s. Such a program could 
alleviate some of the transit problems, he said. 
 
"These people were brought here under legal contracts, had legal 
standing within the United States, and had contracts. There was not a 
major problem of this nature," said Wenz, who is president of nonprofit 
Cars are Basic, but said the comments were personal rather than 
representing his organization. 
 
The meeting was not just for farmworkers. Corinne Bernstein asked for 
later bus service on Sundays while Barry Stotts, who advocates for the 
disabled, commented that it takes time for activists to effect change. 
 
"We'll continue," Estrada said. "If they don't do it this year, we'll 
do it next year ` until we achieve our goal." 
 
* Staff writer Erin Carlyle can be reached at 739-2218 or by 
e-mail at <mailto:ecarlyle@pulitzer.net>ecarlyle@pulitzer.net. 
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From:  Sheila Baker 
Sent:  Thursday, January 27, 2005 6:04 AM 
To:   Public Comment SBCAG 
Subject: Comments on Farmworkers unmet transportation needs 
 
TO: 
Santa Barbara County Association of Governments: 
 
SUBJECT: Unmet transportation needs. Farmworkers request for 
transportation needs to work. 
 
I ride the San Luis Obispo County wide bus service-Route 10 from Nipomo 
to San Luis Obispo 6 days/week and know the absolute dependency that 
some have for bus service. Without San Luis Obispo's RTA route 10 it 
would be impossible for me to get to Cal Poly for work and school. I 
therefore know the sentiment of those who must depend on public 
transportation to get back and forth to work. 
 
Bus riding is not only essential to some workers and students, but also 
a benefit to our society as a whole. A bus takes out potentially 40 
cars on the road, thus freeing up traffic. Buses ease the need for 
parking and precious space that cars take up in our cities. Buses are 
sprawl busters in that road and freeways are often widened to 
accommodate an ever increasing amount of cars, and fast food 
restaurants and gas stations accommodate this road/freeway increase, as 
it has in Nipomo. 
 
Giving farmwokers a crucial link to their extremely important work is 
not only social justice, it is an environmental justice for all. Please 
grant farmworkers their request. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Sheila Baker 
San Luis Obispo, California  
 
===== 
www.justdissent.org 
Just Dissent Bill, called "Non-Violent Civil Disobedience Protection 
Act" was passed by the California State Senate, but vetoed by then 
governor Gray Davis. The bill recognized dissent's role in creating a 
better society, and therefore sought to greatly shorten sentences of 
those who commit civil dissent of our government; in doing so, follow a 
higher law. 
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From:  Deby DeWeese 
Sent:   Wednesday, January 19, 2005 6:19 PM 
To:   Public Comment SBCAG 
Subject: transportation funds  

 
Chairman DeWees and members, 
 
            I am writing to urge you to utilize ALL of the Transportation Development Funds for local transit services in North 
County - instead of for pothole and road repair. 
 
            There are HUGE unmet transportation needs in North County and none of the so-called services are solutions to 
these needs.  Some of these issues include commuter service between North and South County, bus service between 
rural communities such as Sisquoc and Garey and Santa Maria, and bus service for field workers. 
 
            Let me just address the issue of commuter service between the Santa Maria area and Santa Barbara.  I am a 
commuter and I am so weary of SBCAG and other agencies exclaiming that the Clean Air Express and carpool 
coordination satisfies the commuter needs.  This is just not so!  The Clean Air Express is not commuter friendly.  First of 
all, the times it runs not does work for anyone who has a professional position and, thus, works a standard “9 to 5” 
schedule.  This is the majority of the commuters on the roads.  Second, you can only use it on a monthly basis, which 
penalizes those of us who telecommute part of our work week.  Third, the two times I tried to use the Clean Air Express 
(during promotions), the drivers did not pick me up (back in the Los Alamos pick up days) and left me stranded on the 
freeway - despite my having a definite reservations!  I am completely disgusted by the Clean Air Express at this point in 
time (and I am not alone in this disgust) and see the Clean Air Express as a means for the County agencies to imply that 
they care about commuter solutions - when, in fact, it’s all just show.   
 

I’m sure the folks who do manage to ride the Clean Air Express find it helpful, but they are a minority.  There are 
so many others who are aching for a solution to their current carpool/solo driving situation.  I telecommute a couple of 
days/week and on the days that I do not telecommute, I carpool and drop my carpooler off at the bottom of San Marcos 
Pass and she rides her bike to work in Goleta.  At the end of the working day, she gets on her bike and meets me back at 
the bottom of San Marcos Pass and we carpool back to North County.  We have been doing this for over 12 years now!  
So, here we are making the effort to use alternative transportation - and yet we both feel our transportation needs are 
unmet!  Imagine how the solo car driver who slogs along 101 and/or 154 and/or Hwy 1 feels day in and day out.  Hello?  
We are not being heard here! 
  
            One of the many problems here is that the County agencies charged with meeting transportation needs always 
asks employers about their commuters’ needs instead of going directly to the commuters.  Alas, HR reps are often very 
out of touch with what their employees really need.  Where are the ads in the Santa Maria Times, the Lompoc Record, the 
Santa Maria Sun, and on the North County radio stations (drive time - duh!) asking for input on commuter needs?  Where 
is the “think outside the box” approach to things - like meeting with the Santa Maria realty associations to help fund 
effective commuter services?   
 

The first step, of course, is to STOP utilizing the Transportation Development Funds for road repairs and the 
second step is to really look at the situation and get an accurate handle on what the needs are.  Those of us who 
commute certainly know what they are!   One of the problems here is that commuters are so busy commuting that it’s hard 
to find time to communicate with County officials about transit needs - but when we do (as I have many, many times) we 
are told that our needs are being met by the Clean Air Express, etc.  This attitude is not only patronizing, but it’s 
absolutely wrong. 

 
Do you really want to do something effective about transportation needs for North County?  Then please, 

please, please start listening to North County commuters, field workers, and rural community members.  If you do, you 
have the opportunity for great success. 

 
Wondering if this is worth my time as it never has been in the past, 
 
Deby DeWeese  

  
Liberal per dictionary.com:   
a) Not limited to or by established, traditional, orthodox, or authoritarian attitudes, views, or dogmas; free from bigotry. 
b) Favoring proposals for reform, open to new ideas for progress, and tolerant of the ideas and behavior of others; broad-
minded 
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From:  JEANNE SPARKS  
Sent:  Friday, January 14, 2005 11:56 PM 
To:   Public Comment SBCAG 
Subject:  USE TRANSIT FUNDS FOR TRANSIT 

 
Chairman DeWees and members of the Board: 
  
Chairman DeWeese and Commissioners: 
  
I am writing to urge you to utilize all of the state Transportation Development Act funds 
to strengthen and expand local transit services in northern Santa Barbara County. 
  
For several years, your staff and the community have documented clear unmet transit 
needs in Northern Santa Barbara County.  Yet, previous actions by your board have 
diverted critical state transit funds to roads.  Diversion of these funds harmful to the 
transit dependent in our community and ignores the importance that a strong transit 
system plays in a healthy community. 
  
Please take the modest step of spending available transit funds on meeting local transit 
needs.  Modest investments in local transit not only benefit the transit dependent, but 
benefit local business, help relieve traffic congestion and improve our quality of life. 
  
Thank you for your consideration. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
Jeanne Sparks 
Santa Maria 
 
 
 

 
From:   Karen Moyes, MD  
Sent:   Tuesday, January 18, 2005 3:44 PM 
To:   Public Comment SBCAG 
Subject:  Unmet transit needs-North County 

 
I live in Sisquoc and commute daily to Santa Barbara.  Over the last thirteen years I 
have seen a steady increase in commuter traffic between North County and Santa 
Barbara.  During that time there were intimations made that a bus route would be 
created between the communities.  Of course this has yet to come to fruition.  I think it is 
now time to start intercity bus service between all cities in the county.  A bus route is to 
begin soon between Buellton and Santa Barbara.  One is needed between Santa Maria 
and Buellton, or Santa Barbara.  It is time to start working on connecting residents to the 
other areas of the county, especially with the huge disparities in housing costs.  The 
majority of good paying jobs reside in the south and many people can not afford to live 
there.  We need a transit service that gets workers to their jobs while they, by necessity, 
live in the north.  
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From:  Joan S. Leon   
Sent:  Wednesday, January 19, 2005 12:27 PM 
To:   Public Comment SBCAG 
Subject:  unmet transit needs 
 
 
With the growth in population in the north county, there are many more 
people who need public transportation.  There are more seniors and farm 
workers who should not drive, so public transit is critical to get them 
off the roads and into public transit.  If there were more frequent bus 
trips with shorter waits, I believe more people would use the buses.  
 
Instead of buying huge buses, smaller more fuel efficient buses would 
enable more frequent trips.   
 
Sincerely, 
 
Joan Leon 
Santa Maria, CA 
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ATTACHMENT 6 

 
Letters presented by agricultural workers & 

Families with English translation as appropriate 
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ATTACHMENT 7 
 

Additional Focus Group Comments 
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February 3, 2005 
 
 
To:  Ruth Garcia 
From:  Rick Hummel 
RE: LOVARC Transportation Focus Group 2004-05 
 
 
LOVARC conducted a survey of clients regarding use of COLT services. Five areas 
were addressed. Following are responses. 
 
 

1. Do you use the COLT bus in Lompoc? 
Yes= 47%  No= 53% 
 
2. If not, why not? 
I ride a bike  
Use Santa Barbara Transportation 
Don’t think of it 
If I don’t walk or ride my bike, I drive 
The wait is too long (2) 
There are too many stops 
Lack of privacy, strangers on bus 
 
3.  What do you like about COLT 
The cost is low 
You can be picked up at your door 
It helps me get around town 
It goes to Santa Barbara 
It takes you places 
It is not expensive 
It provides transportation for low-income people 
More environmentally friendly then people driving 
 
4. What do you not like about COLT 
Needs to go more places like Surf Beach and Solvang 
Needs to go to Sweeney Road 
Sometimes you have a long wait before being picked up 
It doesn’t go to Santa Maria, Solvang or the beach 
Not able to go to Santa Maria 
 
5. If you had all the power you wanted, what changes would you make to 

transportation in this area/ 
At least once a week provide rides to Santa Maria Town Center Mall, Gaviota Beach 
and Solvang 
Choose a different place to go out of town each Saturday 
Go to Santa Maria, Solvang or the beach for outings 
Ride to Santa Maria 
Extend transportation to Santa Maria, Santa Barbara and San Luis on a more solid 
basis 
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