
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

STAFF REPORT 
 
 
 
 
 
SUBJECT: Federal Funding Requests      
 
 
MEETING DATE: February 17, 2005  AGENDA ITEM:  12          
 
 
RECOMMENDATION: 
 
A. Receive report on projects funding requests submitted in 2003 for TEA 21 

reauthorization 
 
B. Consider project funding request FY 2005-06 federal appropriations bill. 
 
SUMMARY:  
 
SBCAG is periodically afforded an opportunity to request discretionary federal funding through 
the annual budget appropriations process or through the enactment of a multi-year 
transportation program reauthorization bill.  In 2003, SBCAG submitted project funding requests 
to our Congressional representatives for inclusion in the pending TEA 21 reauthorization bill.   
Since many congressional seats have recently changed, members were required to resubmit 
funding requests.  This report provides an update on the funding requests and also identifies an 
additional project request that could be submitted to our congressional representatives for the 
FY 2005-06 appropriations bill. 
 
 
DISCUSSION: 
 
A. TEA 21 Reauthorization Funding Requests 
 
Congress is currently debating legislation that would reauthorize the Transportation Equity Act 
for the 21st Century (TEA 21).  This important legislation will establish surface transportation 
programs and funding authorization levels for the next 5 to 6 years.  Congressional 
representatives are permitted to request funding for specific projects through earmarks that are 
included in the bill.  TEA 21 expired in September 2003 and the House and Senate have, thus 
far been unable to pass a reauthorization bill with much of the debate centering on overall 
funding levels.  Federal transportation funds continue to flow at essentially flat funding levels 
through the passage of periodic congressional continuing resolutions.  
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In January 2003, SBCAG submitted four project funding earmark requests to representatives 
Capps and Gallegly: 
 
 
 South Coast 101 Implementation Plan  $   600,000 
 101/Santa Maria River Bridge   $3,400,000 
 Route 154 Operational Improvements—Group 2 $1,500,000 
 Coast Rail siding extension—Surf to Guadalupe $5,000,000  
 
Since many congressional seats changed in the last election, members have been directed to 
resubmit their reauthorization funding earmark requests.  Members were required to resubmit 
requests to the House Transportation and Infrastructure Committee by February 7.  Staff 
provided the requested project information with some changes as noted below.   
 
Congressmember Capps submitted the request for the South Coast 101 Implementation Plan 
(now 101 in Motion) and was successful in obtaining funding through the FY 2003-04 budget 
appropriations bill so it is no longer included in the TEA 21 reauthorization request.  The 
continuing delays in enactment of the reauthorization bill, however, have prevented SBCAG 
from receiving the approved funding.  Although the funds will eventually be released, it appears 
unlikely that they will be available in time to pay for the ongoing consultant contract costs.  Staff 
has been working with Congressmember Capps office to amend the scope of the project to 
allow the funds to be used for project development work (e.g., environmental, preliminary 
engineering, etc) on projects that are included in the final 101 in Motion improvement package 
to be approved later this year. 
 
The $3.4 million requested for the 101/Santa Maria River Bridge is intended to provide funding 
for Caltrans project development work on this project.  It remains unfunded and it has been 
resubmitted for earmark funding in TEA 21 reauthorization. 
 
A request of $1.5 million was submitted in 2003 for the Route 154 Group 2 Operational 
Improvement project to help pay for construction costs.  The project is one of the regional 
projects included in the Measure D expenditure plan.  The improvements currently included in 
the project can be fully funded from its remaining allocation of Measure D funds and additional 
federal funding is not needed.  In addition, using only local Measure D funding avoids additional 
costs and time associated with federalizing the project.  Consequently the federal 
reauthorization earmark request for this project was removed from the list.   
 
The $5.0 million request for the Santa Barbara Coast Rail Track Improvement project has been 
increased to $5.8 million and the scope of the project has been broadened to allow more 
flexibility in what improvements are constructed.  The original project extended an existing track 
siding between Guadalupe and Surf (near Lompoc).  The siding project was identified by 
Caltrans Division of Rail to help improve AMTRAK passenger train on-time performance.  The 
Coast Rail line is a single track which requires the use of sidings to allow conflicting trains to 
pass.  More frequent sidings reduce delays.  In the resubmitted project, the limits were extended 
to allow the funds to be used for siding or track improvements anywhere along the Coast Rail 
line within Santa Barbara County.   Additional sidings and track improvements will be required 
as passenger train service expands, especially if the 101 in Motion project results in the 
establishment of a commuter rail system.  Caltrans Division of Rail would likely be the lead 
agency on the track improvement project and they have indicated their support for the project. 
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B. FY 2005-06 Budget Appropriations Funding  
 
Members of Congress have been requested to submit project funding requests for the FY 05/06 
budget.  Typically these annual appropriations requests must be submitted by late March in 
order to meet the budget preparation timeline.   
 
In March 2004, the SBCAG board approved submittal of an appropriations request of $800,000 
for a South Coast 101 Operations and Management project (described below).  This request 
was nominated by Congressmember Capps and ultimately approved in the 04/05 budget bill. 
The proposed funding would be used for a project that employs low cost Intelligent 
Transportation System (ITS) technologies for detection and management of freeway incidents 
and to provide real-time information about travel options and highway conditions.  Since the 
ultimate cost of implementing all the elements of this project will exceed the funding 
appropriated in the current budget, staff is recommending that the board request additional 
funding in the next budget bill.   
 
Through the 101 in Motion process and other planning efforts, some potential “early action” 
projects have been identified that will help relieve traffic congestion in the 101 corridor.  Funding 
and implementation of large scale congestion relief projects such as widening 101 are many 
years away and the board and the 101 in Motion Steering Committee have emphasized the 
need to implement early action projects that can relieve congestion and improve traffic flow 
quickly even if they are only partial solutions.   
 
The South Coast 101 Operations and Management project would provide early congestion relief 
by using ITS technologies to detect incidents that disrupt traffic flow (accidents, vehicle 
breakdowns, debris in the roadway, etc) and provide rapid deployment of CHP or tow truck 
vehicles to respond and clear the incident.  In addition, the project would provide better 
information to motorists about current traffic conditions in the corridor so that better travel 
choices can be made (e.g., using an alternate route, delaying trip departure to avoid congestion, 
etc.) 
 
The major elements of the project include (but are not limited to): 
 

1) Establishment of a three year freeway service patrol pilot program  
2) Establishment of a 511 Traveler Information System 
3) Establishment of highway surveillance system for traffic monitoring/incident detection 

 
The Freeway Service Patrol component of the program would involve deployment of roaming 
tow trucks on the freeway during peak traffic periods.  Working with the California Highway 
Patrol, the tow trucks would be dispatched to help clear incidents (accidents, disabled vehicles, 
debris in roadway, etc).  It is commonly estimated such incidents are responsible for up to half 
of all highway congestion.  Freeway Service Patrols have been implemented in many urban 
areas and have been shown to be very successful in mitigating delays by quickly clearing the 
causes of non-recurrent congestion.  Staff has discussed the proposal with the Santa Barbara 
Area CHP office and they have indicated their support for the project and committed to working 
with SBCAG to implement such a program if it is approved.  The board authorized staff to 
submit a grant application for state funding for an FSP program.  If the state grant is approved 
and additional funding is not needed to implement the pilot program, any federal funding 
provided through the appropriations request would be applied to the other elements of the 
project. 
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The 511 Traveler Information System and highway surveillance system components of the 
project would be implemented to provide drivers with real-time information about local highway 
conditions including congestion, accidents, construction work, detours, lane closures, weather 
conditions, etc. Data on traffic conditions would be obtained with the installation of detection 
devices such as traffic counters, video surveillance, and other surveillance equipment.  This 
system, which could be accessed by phone (dialing the universal 511 number) or by the 
internet, would allow drivers to make better informed travel choices.   Travelers benefit by 
identifying travel options and having the ability to avoid driving during periods of peak 
congestion.  The highway system benefits by reduced demand during peak periods. 
 
It is recommended that the board consider requesting an additional $800,000 for the South 
Coast 101 Corridor Operations and Management project and submit this request to 
Congressmember Capps for the 05/06 budget.  If the project is approved, the required local 
match of 20% could be provided from its Service Authority for Freeway Emergencies (SAFE) 
budget or from regional Measure D funds.  If the board concurs with the request, staff will 
prepare a letter for the Chair’s signature.   
 
 
COMMITTEE REVIEW: None 
 
  
STAFF CONTACT: Jim Kemp  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


