
 
 

 
 

 
 

STAFF REPORT 
 
 
 
 
SUBJECT: Measure D Expenditure Plan      
 
 
MEETING DATE: May 20, 2004  AGENDA ITEM:  12      
 
 
RECOMMENDATION: 
 

A. Approve an amendment to add the Summerland project to the Measure D Expenditure 
Plan funded by $310,000 in Measure D Regional Program funds from the Highway 101 
Project Reserve  (Approval of the expenditure plan amendment requires nine 
affirmative board votes.) 

 
B. Authorize the Chair to execute a Measure D cooperative agreement reimbursing the 

County of Santa Barbara for $310,000 in Summerland project expenditures. 
 
SUMMARY: 
 
The construction of the downtown Summerland project could occur this summer simultaneous to 
the construction of the adjacent Highway 101 Evans-Sheffield (Ortega Hill) auxiliary lane project if 
the Summerland project’s STIP funds are replaced with Measure D funds.  This would be required 
because the project is currently on the “pending allocation” list (the waiting list) for STIP funding and 
it is unclear when STIP funds may become available.  The County is requesting that SBCAG use 
Measure D funds from the Highway 101 Project Reserve to allow it to move forward.      
 
DISCUSSION: 
 
In 1996, eleven operational improvements on or adjacent to Highway 101 were approved by the 
SBCAG board as alternatives to widening Highway 101 between Milpas Street and the Ventura 
County line and these projects were included in SBCAG’s Regional Transportation Plan.  In the 
same year, the SBCAG board requested an amendment to the STIP to reprogram $50 million from 
widening Highway 101 to the operational improvements.  One operational project recommended by 
the Highway 101 Corridor Task Force and funded by the SBCAG board using reprogrammed STIP 
funds was the reconstruction and widening of Evans Avenue and Lillie Avenue from the Highway 
101 northbound on-ramp to Evans Avenue in Summerland.   
 
The resulting project developed by the County of Santa Barbara will take approximately 30 working 
days to construct and includes 10 ft. sidewalks, class II bike lanes, and delineated parking and 
landscaping on both sides of the roadway.  The improvements are adjacent to the Ortega Hill 
auxiliary lane and bikeway project which the SBCAG board funded with $3.1 million in Measure D 
revenues in October 2003 and which is scheduled to go to construction under Caltrans’ 



 

administration in the summer of 2004.  The 101/Ortega Hill project is also one of the original eleven 
operational projects approved by SBCAG for STIP funding.   
 
SBCAG staff, County staff and Caltrans believe there are advantages to constructing the local 
Summerland project while the 101/Ortega Hill auxiliary lane project is being constructed.  By 
overlapping their construction, residents, merchants and motorists in the Summerland area will only 
be impacted by construction disruptions once and a coordinated public outreach program can be 
conducted for the projects.     
 
The major unresolved issue to putting the Summerland project into the field this summer is 
overcoming the lack of STIP funding.  The project has been on the STIP pending allocation list 
since May 2003 waiting for $310,000 in State-only construction dollars (which includes construction 
support).  The project is ready to go to construction immediately, but has not received a STIP 
allocation due to the statewide shortage of STIP dollars.  It is unknown if the project will receive an 
allocation in the 04-05 fiscal year, and the region may not have a better handle on which projects 
will be funded until August when the California Transportation Commission (CTC) is scheduled to 
adopt the 2004 STIP. 
 
Because the Summerland project is one of the original eleven operational improvements funded by 
STIP, SBCAG staff and County staff agree that replacing its STIP funds with Measure D funds from 
the Highway 101 Project Reserve is consistent with the Board’s previous decision to fund the 
101/Ortega Hill auxiliary lane project with Measure D funds from the de-programmed Highway 101 
project.  The reserve was created with left over Measure D funding from the Highway 101 widening 
project when the Board reprogrammed $15.3 million from that project to the 101/Milpas-Hot Springs 
project, the 101/Ortega Hill auxiliary lane project and the Coastal Express bus service.  The Board 
created the Highway 101 Project Reserve with the $2.2 million that wasn’t needed by those 
projects. 
 
SBCAG staff recommends amending the Measure D expenditure plan to include the Summerland 
project funded with $310,000 from the Highway 101 Project Reserve.  Amending the Measure D 
expenditure plan requires approval by a two-thirds majority of the board or at least 9 affirmative 
votes.  The County would be the lead agency for advertising, awarding and administering the 
project.  
 
Staff is also recommending that the Chair be authorized to execute a cooperative agreement with 
the County identifying roles and responsibilities for each agency.  Under the proposed agreement 
the County serve as the lead agency for advertising, awarding and administering the project.  
SBCAG would reimburse the County for project costs up to $310,000. 
 
The $310,000 in STIP funds would remain programmed to the Summerland project in the STIP 
temporarily.  SBCAG staff will work with TTAC to formulate a reprogramming recommendation for 
the funds and return to the SBCAG Board at a later date.  
 
COMMITTEE REVIEW:    
 
TTAC voted in support of amending the Summerland project into the Measure D Expenditure Plan 
and deferring a decision on reprogramming the STIP funds until SBCAG staff and TTAC reviewed 
and discussed reprogramming options at upcoming meetings.   
 
STAFF CONTACT:  Steve VanDenburgh or Fred Luna 
 



 

 
 
 
 



 

 


