
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

STAFF REPORT 
 
 
 
 
 
SUBJECT: Federal Budget Appropriation Request       
 
 
MEETING DATE: March 18, 2004  AGENDA ITEM:  13          
 
 
RECOMMENDATION: 
 
Approve FY 04/05 Federal budget appropriation request for the South Coast 101 Corridor 
Operations and Management Project. 
 
DISCUSSION: 
 
Through the 101 in Motion process and prior planning efforts, a number of potential “early 
action” projects have been identified that may help relieve congestion on the 101 corridor.  
These projects would include those that have support and could be funded and implemented in 
the near term before 101 in Motion is complete.  Staff is recommending that the board approve 
a federal budget appropriation request of $800,000 for a South Coast 101 operations and 
management improvement project and ask Congresswoman Capps to nominate this project for 
an FY 04/05 appropriation.   
 
The proposed funding request would be for a project that employs low cost Intelligent 
Transportation System (ITS) technologies for detection and management of freeway incidents 
and to provide real-time information about travel options and highway conditions.  These 
improvements may include but are not limited to: 
 

1) Establishment of a three year freeway service patrol pilot program  
2) Establishment of a 511 Traveler Information System 
3) Establishment of highway surveillance system for traffic monitoring/incident detection 

 
The Freeway Service Patrol component of the program would involve deployment of roaming 
tow trucks on the freeway during peak traffic periods.  Working with the California Highway 
Patrol, the tow trucks would be dispatched to help clear incidents (accidents, disabled vehicles, 
debris in roadway, etc).  It is commonly estimated such incidents are responsible for up to half 
of all highway congestion.  Freeway Service Patrols have been implemented in many urban 
areas and have been shown to be very successful in mitigating delays by quickly clearing the 
causes of non-recurrent congestion.  Staff has discussed the proposal with the Santa Barbara 
Area Commander for the CHP, Lt. Cliff Williams, who has extensive experience with FSP’s in 
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the Los Angeles area and he has agreed to provide his expertise and  assistance in  
implementing a local FSP if funding becomes available. 
 
The 511 Traveler Information System and highway surveillance system components of the 
project would be implemented to provide drivers with real-time information about local highway 
conditions including congestion, accidents, construction work, detours, lane closures, weather 
conditions, etc.  This system, which could be accessed by phone (dialing the universal 511 
number) or by the internet, would allow drivers to make better informed travel choices.   
Travelers benefit by identifying travel options and having the ability to avoid driving during 
periods of peak congestion.  The highway system benefits by reduced demand during peak 
periods. 
 
Members of Congress have been requested to submit appropriations requests for the FY 05 
Federal budget to the House Subcommittee on Transportation and Treasury by March 19.   The 
local match of 20% for the project could be provided by SBCAG from its Service Authority for 
Freeway Emergencies (SAFE) revenues or from the Measure D regional funds allocated for the 
101 corridor.   
 
Staff is recommending that the request be submitted to Congresswoman Capps office.  The 
Congresswoman succeeded in obtaining a $600,000 appropriation from the current Federal 
budget for the 101 in Motion project.    She has been a strong supporter of 101 in Motion and its 
expected that the project would be given a high priority.   
 
COMMITTEE REVIEW: 
 
The South Coast Subregional Planning Committee was advised of the appropriation request at 
its March 3 meeting as an information item. 
 
  
STAFF CONTACT: Jim Kemp  
 
 


