
 
 

 
 

 
STAFF REPORT 

 
 
 
 
SUBJECT:   Federal Transportation Improvement Program (FTIP) Amendment No. 12 
      
 
MEETING DATE: June 17, 2004  AGENDA ITEM: 7J    
 
 
RECOMMENDATION:  

 
Amend the 2002 Federal Transportation Improvement Program (FTIP) to add $495,019 from a 
congressional earmark to MTD’s Hybrid-Electric Bus Enhancement Project.   

 
DISCUSSION:  
 
As the federally designated Metropolitan Planning Organization for Santa Barbara County, 
SBCAG is responsible for preparing and adopting the Federal Transportation Improvement 
Program (FTIP).  The FTIP must identify all federally funded highway, transit, and other surface 
transportation projects in the county and their federal funding source, that are scheduled for 
implementation in the next three years.   The FTIP serves as the sole reference document that 
the federal government and the public can review to understand where, when and how federal 
transportation funds are being spent in Santa Barbara County, including those that SBCAG does 
and does not have programming discretion over. 
 
The FTIP will need to be amended periodically following its biennial adoption to reflect changes 
in the program including project additions, deletions, scope revisions, and the securing of 
additional federal funds by SBCAG or other agencies in the county. The federal government 
requires that significant changes to the cost, scope or schedule of a project be approved through 
a formal amendment to the FTIP voted upon by the SBCAG Board.  Less significant changes 
may be approved through an administrative amendment signed off by the executive director.  It 
has been SBCAG’s policy to bring all amendments, formal and administrative, to the SBCAG 
Board for approval. 
 
MTD has notified SBCAG that a $495,019 congressional earmark secured in 2002 for the 
Hybrid-Electric Bus Enhancement Project has not been included in the FTIP; the funds must be 
reflected in the FTIP by July 15, 2004 or the funds will lapse.  The earmark was secured by MTD 
to close a shortfall on bus purchases for their Hybrid-Electric Bus Enhancement Project.  The 
project was added to the FTIP in 2002 when the SBCAG Board programmed Congestion 
Mitigation Air Quality (CMAQ) funds to the project.  Reflecting federal earmarks for a project 
already in the FTIP is an administrative amendment and has traditionally been treated by 
SBCAG as a ministerial duty.  The earmark funds can only be used by the MTD to purchase the 
Hybrid-Electric buses and are not available to SBCAG to program for other purposes. 
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Inclusion of $495,019 in the FTIP for this project is necessary for MTD to access these funds.  
Failure to add these funds to the FTIP jeopardizes MTD’s ability to purchase all eight of the 
hybrid-electric buses that are specified in the project.   
 
Attachment A details the amendment. 
 
COMMITTEE REVIEW:  None 
 
STAFF CONTACT: John Asuncion  


