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RECOMMENDATION:

Receive report Coast Rail Coordinating Council (CRCC) meeting of June 25

DISCUSSION:

As you may recall, CRCC is composed of counties along the rail corridor between Los Angeles
and San Francisco.  The CRCC advocates for increased passenger rail service along this route.

At its meeting on June 25, the board met in Pismo Beach.  Supervisor Joni Gray and SBCAG
staff attended the meeting.  Staff prepared this summary report.

The agency received a report on the potential delay in implementing new service between Los
Angeles and San Luis Obispo.  While Amtrak and Caltrans have now signed an agreement it
will take some time to train new crews. The board agreed to send a letter of support for
expedited service implementation, even if the new service starts after the peak summer season.

The board received a final report on a capacity analysis of the Union Pacific (UP) line that was
developed to examine the capacity of the line to support additional trains north of Goleta, such
as the Coast Daylight.  The lead analyst characterized the railroad north of Goleta as a “State of
the Art” 1940’s railroad, so some upgrade is needed with new services  The UP consultant
indicated that the UP wants more freight on the coast line and may require additional
improvements to avoid delays.  In some cases this means adding better switches, in most cases
additional sidings are required in order to add the Daylight train while maintaining the UP goal of
on time freight service.  The CRCC accepted the report which provides a basis for future
negotiations between Caltrans Rail Programs, Amtrak, and UP on subsequent improvements to
expedite service delivery.
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The group heard a report that the new San Jose – Santa Cruz bus service and the existing San
Luis Obispo – San Jose connecting bus service is doing very well and an new SLO – San Jose
bus will be added.

The group discussed needs to expand marketing in areas of low ridership, such as the Surf
station.  Representatives from Caltrans and Amtrak agreed to evaluate and expand marketing
activities in the Lompoc Valley to address this particular issue.

The board received a status report on a technical study administered by Caltrans, Division of
Rail that examines the potential for rail operations provided by entities other than Amtrak.

The next meeting of the CRCC is scheduled for January 21 in Monterey.

COMMITTEE REVIEW:

None

STAFF CONTACT: Michael Powers


