
 
 
 

 
 

COMMUNICATION 
 

MEMORANDUM 
 
Date: 10/22/04 
 
To:  SBCAG Board 
 
From: Jim Kemp, Executive Director 
 
Re:  Response to Comments from Barry Siegel 
 
At the October SBCAG board meeting, Barry Siegel expressed two concerns regarding information 
presented by staff on highway capacity analysis (Agenda Item #14).   The Chair asked staff to 
provide responses.  Mr. Siegel’s questions and staff responses are provided below.  The staff 
contact for this information is Jim Damkowitch (961-8907) 
 
Comment 1. 
Graphic depicting Highway 101 vehicle speed survey information results - percent time traveling at 
or below 35 mph - is illogical since it implies that half the vehicles on Highway 101 would have to be 
traveling at approximately 90 mph – while the other half is traveling at 35 mph or less – based on 
staff’s assertion that at LOS E vehicle speeds are between 50 and 55 mph (as reported in the 
Highway Capacity Manual). 
 
Response: 
This is an incorrect assertion.  Highway speeds less than or equal to 35 mph are indicative of LOS 
F conditions - not LOS E.  Hence, inferences regarding the speed distribution assuming LOS E 
conditions are without basis. The speed survey information corroborates SBCAG’s base year model 
results showing capacity (i.e. 1900 vehicles per lane per hour or LOS E) being exceeded from 
Milpas to Padaro Lane (bar chart depicting travel volumes relative to capacity – red line).  
 
Comment 2. 
Graphic relating LOS grades, vehicle speeds, and densities is inconsistent with SBCAG’s bar chart 
showing modeled volumes relative to SBCAG’s calculated lane capacity. Multiplying operating 
speed by vehicle density from the graphic you will get lane capacity of 2100 at LOS D which is not 
consistent with SBCAG’s 1900 at LOS E.  
 
Response: 
Comment noted. The graphic presented by staff relating highway level of service grades to vehicle 
speeds and vehicle density is a “generalized” illustration taken from the Highway Capacity Manual.  
Although effective for the purpose of showing the relationship between these factors, it does not 
and is not intended to reflect local conditions. Hence, the HCM graphic reflects “ideal” conditions 
(e.g., no heavy-duty trucks, interchange densities of two miles or greater, wide lanes and shoulders, 
no non-standard geometrics etc.) that simply do not exist on Highway 101 within the South Coast.  
Given this, one would not expect a 1 to 1 correspondence.  SBCAG’s estimated lane capacity 
reflects the capacity reducing impact of our local conditions on Highway 101.     











 
 

Local News 

 

New Amtrak line rolls through S.B.  
11/18/04 

By THOMAS SCHULTZ  

NEWS-PRESS STAFF WRITER 

In its only service expansion statewide this year, Amtrak on 
Wednesday inaugurated a second Pacific Surfliner train to run round 
trip daily between Los Angeles and San Luis Obispo with South 
Coast stops. 

Some commuters are expected to welcome the option as a way to 
avoid Highway 101 snarls. But the service is far from ideal for most 
who brave the morning or evening rush hours. The train is not 
necessarily meant or timed to ease peak traffic jams between Ventura 
and Santa Barbara, or to enable most South Coast workers to reach 
the office before their bosses. 

Northbound No. 799 departs Los Angeles at 7:30 a.m., leaves Ventura about two hours later and hits 
Santa Barbara at 10:13 a.m. Southbound No. 798 departs San Luis Obispo at 1:20 p.m., reaches Santa 
Barbara at 4:05 p.m. and hits Ventura at 4:42 p.m. 

"This train does provide an option to some people, but obviously not everybody," said Jim Kemp, 
executive director of the Santa Barbara County Association of Governments. 

Santa Barbara Mayor Marty Blum added: "We are very thrilled. We know it's not the whole solution. 
But we also know it's a very important piece." 

Fares may prove a hurdle for some commuters. Daily round-trip coach passage between Ventura and 
Santa Barbara was listed at $17 Wednesday. Daily round-trip coach fare between Los Angeles and San 
Luis Obispo was $50. 

The new service comes days after Santa Barbara officials called on 
Caltrans to launch commuter rail service between Ventura and 
Goleta to relieve the freeway congestion expected during a four-year 
construction project between Milpas Street and Hot Springs Road set 
to begin in 2007. But rail officials say such service is not financially 



viable. 

The train may be just right for casual travelers headed to Santa Barbara for a few hours, overnight or 
longer. 

"The additional round trip is also perfect for getaways to destinations such as the Central Coast wine 
country or Hearst Castle," Amtrak officials said. "The schedule makes it convenient to take the train to 
the Burbank Airport." 

The Santa Barbara Amtrak station on Tuesday teemed with activity as City Council members, business 
leaders and tourism promoters welcomed the train. Similar celebrations happened elsewhere along the 
route. 

The train arrived in Santa Barbara a bit late and nearly empty, though ridership is expected to increase. 

"You could shoot a cannon through here and not hit anybody," said passenger Gary Hannah, 63, a train 
enthusiast from Glendale. Peering from a side door and sipping a bottle of Corona beer, the retiree said 
he hopped on after learning of the service from a Los Angeles newspaper. Seconds later, an "all 
aboard" sounded. The train headed north. 

This is the fifth daily round-trip Surfliner to serve Los Angeles, Ventura and Santa Barbara counties 
and the second to continue to San Luis Obispo. Eleven daily round-trip Surfliners run between Los 
Angeles and San Diego, and a 12th runs on weekends. 

In addition to Ventura and Santa Barbara, the new train makes stops at Glendale, downtown Burbank, 
Burbank Airport, Van Nuys, Northridge, Chatsworth, Simi Valley, Moorpark, Camarillo, Oxnard, 
Carpinteria, Goleta, Lompoc, Guadalupe-Santa Maria and Grover Beach. 

For information, call (800) USA-RAIL or go to www.amtrak.com. 

RAFAEL MALDONADO / NEWS-PRESS PHOTOS 

Glenda Cardona of Ventura waves to passengers leaving Santa Barbara on the new round-trip Pacific 
Surfliner from Los Angeles to San Luis Obispo, which will make two stops daily at the Santa Barbara 
Amtrak Station. The service started Wednesday, complete with buttons, below. 
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Danny Lewis / Daily Nexus
A father and daughter await the Amtrak 
train as it makes its premier journey on 
Wednesday. They were among the first 
passengers on the new line, which stops 
in L.A., Santa Barbara, Goleta, and San 
Luis Obispo.

www.dailynexus.com
http://www.dailynexus.com/news/2004/8411.html 

New Amtrak Train Links L.A., SB, SLO
by Mollie Vandor - Reporter
Thursday, November 18, 2004 

A powerful new arrival came chugging into Santa
Barbara on Wednesday morning, and it wasn't a 
beer-guzzling student. 

At a ceremony held at 9:30 a.m. at the Santa Barbara
Train Station, representatives from Caltrans, Amtrak 
and Metrolink met with a crowd of about 50 Santa 
Barbara residents and government officials to 
celebrate the inaugural trip of a new Amtrak Pacific 
Surfliner passenger train. The ceremony marked the 
new train's stop in Santa Barbara along the first of its 
daily roundtrips between Los Angeles and San Luis 
Obispo. 

The ceremony also featured an information table 
manned by the Santa Barbara County Association of 
Governments Traffic Solutions Program, a buffet, live 
music and a promotional booth from KRUZ 103.3 FM.

According to a press release from Amtrak, the new line departs daily from L.A. at 7:30 a.m., stops 
in Santa Barbara at 10:13 a.m., and reaches San Luis Obispo at 1:20 p.m. From San Luis Obispo, 
the train then passes back through Santa Barbara, arriving there at 4: 05 p.m., and completes its 
round trip in L.A. at 7:10 p.m. 

The new Surfliner will be the fifth train to offer daily service from Santa Barbara County to L.A., and 
the second to continue on from Santa Barbara to San Luis Obispo, the press release stated.

Brian Hart, Amtrak sales and marketing manager, said the new train also stops in Goleta. He said 
ticket prices for the line will not change, but he said the addition of a second train will make it more 
convenient for students looking to go home during the holidays or just over the weekend.

"[The line will] be especially good for students because they can go home on Friday afternoons 
and come back on Monday mornings," Hart said. 

The new Surfliner is the product of cooperation between a variety of government and 
transportation agencies, Hart said, including Metrolink in L.A., Orange County Transit, the Ventura 
County Transportation Commission, and Santa Barbara County. He said it took two years to 
organize the opening of the new line.

Hart said operation of the line is a joint effort between Caltrans and Amtrak. 

"There are three routes in California that Caltrans funds, including the Pacific Surfliner," Hart said. 
"It costs about $75 million per year. It is a partnership - [Amtrak operates] the trains, and they fund 
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it." 

In a speech at the ceremony, Caltrans Director Will Kempton said the new train is covered by 
Caltrans' existing budget and said this means the train will operate with no additional cost to 
taxpayers.

Following Kempton's speech, riders reboarded the train, which then continued on its journey 
toward San Luis Obispo.

The Pacific Surfliner, Hart said, is part of the Rail 2 Rail program, a partnership between Amtrak, 
Caltrans and Metrolink. The program allows Surfliner monthly pass holders to transfer to trains 
operated by Metrolink, a southern California railway company, for free, and vice versa.

Mary Byrd, manager of the Santa Barbara Car Free Project, a local effort aimed at getting more 
people to use alternative transportation, said the new train line caters to the needs of commuters 
between San Diego and San Luis Obispo, and said this area is the second busiest train corridor in 
the United States. 

"We believe that the more options people have for train travel, the more ridership is going to get 
increased and people's comfort level with trains will increase," Byrd said. "This gives students one 
more option for traveling between L.A. and Santa Barbara and San Luis Obispo and Santa 
Barbara. Adding another option is a big deal."

Terry Dressler, director of the Santa Barbara County Air Pollution Control District, said the new line
benefits both travelers and the environment. 

"Every person who gets off this train represents a car that is not on the road," Dressler said. "Every
time somebody uses the train they're supporting one of our great programs here in Santa Barbara. 
Increasing the frequency of the train helps people to have more choices; it builds more momentum 
for train travel." 

Currently, Highway 101 is the only realistic driving option out of Santa Barbara and into the Los 
Angeles basin. 

35th District State Assemblywoman Hannah-Beth Jackson, who rode the train for the duration of its
inaugural trip up the coast, said she hopes the new line will help convince many commuters to start
riding the train instead of driving long distances to work.

"I have a feeling it may be a permanent option for us to get people out of their cars and reduce 
traffic and pollution," Jackson said.

Jonathan Whitt, a Traffic Solutions Program employee, said he thinks the additional train service 
will help cut down on car travel and help encourage commuters to use alternative modes of 
transportation.

"This is something I believe in because I think we need some innovative ways for people to access 
the Santa Barbara area without congesting the area and harming the environment," Whitt said. 
"Students need to become aware that there's a lot of opportunities to get to their different 
campuses using alternative modes of transportation and help the environment and the 
community."

Locals also gathered to celebrate the arrival of the new train. Santa Barbara resident Don Brown is
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a local retiree who came out to watch the ceremony. 

"I like to see activities like this, and I am here to see the new train," Brown said. "The new route will 
give me more of a chance to use the train because it's something that would run more on a 
schedule I would go on."

UCSB alumnus Mitchell Sjerven boarded the train with his three-year-old daughter Caroline. He 
said he decided to take the inaugural train in support of protecting the environment through the use
of alternate transportation. 

"This is the first time we are going to take the train together and we wanted to come do the
inaugural ride and experience the train together because I believe in this sort of transportation," 
Sjerven said. "It is an alternative to cars and we're concerned about the environment and this is a 
good way to show our support for alternative transportation and the environment."

All content, photographs, graphics and design Copyright © 2000-2004 Daily Nexus. All rights 
reserved.



To:        COG Directors 
From:    Rusty Selix 
Re:       Sacramento Bee’s Dan Walters:  Politicos dither and dally as transportation crisis rolls on 
 

Dan Walters: Politicos dither and dally as 
transportation crisis rolls on 

By Dan Walters -- Bee Columnist 
Published 2:15 am PST Monday, December 6, 2004 

California was dead last among the states in per capita spending on highways even 
before governors and legislators began raiding the transportation funds to cover 
state budget deficits - and the state has the potholes and traffic congestion to prove 
it.  

Technology, population growth, suburban sprawl and political gridlock all have 
contributed to a crisis every bit as severe, in economic and social terms, as a major 
earthquake or other natural disaster.  

We continue to add about a half-million vehicles to our roadways every year, largely 
due to the simple fact that our population grows by a half-million-plus persons every 
year, and the amount of vehicular travel is increasing even faster. We've doubled the 
vehicle-miles of driving in the last 20 years, in part because we are commuting 
longer distances.  

The technological aspect is that despite the popularity of sport-utility vehicles, 
California's relative consumption of gasoline has been declining overall because 
vehicles are much more fuel-efficient. Today's passenger cars are twice as efficient 
as the ones we drove in the 1970s, so while that vehicular travel was doubling, fuel 
consumption was only increasing by roughly a third, from about a billion gallons a 
month to 1.3 billion gallons.  

Generally speaking, that's good news. Burning less fuel reduces household and 
business costs and smog, and despite today's seemingly high cost of gasoline, it's 
actually less, relatively speaking, than it was in the 1970s. But it's bad news for 
transportation planning, because we tax fuel mostly on the basis of gallonage, rather 
than mileage or price. And if we're driving twice as much, but collecting only a third 
more in fuel taxes, income is not keeping up with either inflation or demonstrable 
need.  

Yes, one might say, but what about all those sales taxes that are also levied on top 
of gallonage taxes? Don't those go up with gas prices? They do, and a new law says 
that they are to be diverted into cash-starved transportation projects, but the state 
has been suspending that law because of its budget crisis, blocking the diversion.  

The obvious solution to the dilemma would be to stop raiding transportation funds 
and, if needed, raise the gas taxes to whatever level is needed to maintain and 
expand the vital transportation network. But that simple approach runs afoul of 
conservatives' stubborn opposition to all new taxes and of liberals' equally knee-jerk 



opposition to building new roadways. We haven't increased gas taxes for more than 
a decade.  

The California Performance Review, a package of proposals presented to Gov. Arnold 
Schwarzenegger by a task force of senior bureaucrats, suggests that California 
consider taxing motorists on the basis of how many miles they travel, rather than 
how much fuel they consume. And Schwarzenegger has appointed the chief advocate 
of that approach, veteran transportation official Joan Borucki, as the new director of 
the Department of Motor Vehicles.  

Borucki's new job shined a spotlight on her mileage-based tax idea, and it was 
immediately denounced by environmentalists, who said it would penalize those who 
drive fuel-efficient cars and benefit those with gas-guzzlers, and by privacy 
advocates concerned about the tracking technology to implement such a tax. 
Assembly Speaker Fabian Núñez rejected the concept as "bad for California's 
business climate, bad for our air quality and bad for middle-income families that rely 
on their cars."  

Taxing vehicles by mileage - a form of toll - is not a bad idea unto itself, but the 
technology that its administration would require is daunting. It would be far simpler, 
and just as effective, to stick with the system that worked for decades until 
politicians began fiddling with it: taxing fuel by gallonage and perhaps by price, and 
adjusting those levies as needed for roadway improvements.  

Conservatives need to get off the notion that all taxes are bad; user taxes tied to a 
particular activity are no more onerous than paying for food or housing. And liberals 
need to abandon their opposition to new highways unless they're also willing to take 
whatever draconian steps would be required to limit population or housing or force 
folks out of their cars.  

We don't need a new financing system for transportation; we need a new attitude. 
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