
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

STAFF REPORT 
 
 
 
 
SUBJECT: State Transportation Improvement Program Amendment       
 
 
MEETING DATE: April 15, 2004  AGENDA ITEM:   7E   
 
 
RECOMMENDATION: 
 
Approve an amendment to the State Transportation Improvement Program for the Ekwill\Fowler 
extension project to remove interchange connections to Route 217 from the project’s title, scope 
and description and reduce the programmed amount to $18.5 million. 
 
DISCUSSION: 
 
Under the provisions of SB 45, SBCAG is responsible for programming projects to be funded 
from the county’s regional share of State Transportation Improvement Program (STIP) funds.  In 
1998, SBCAG programmed $19,723,000 in STIP funds for the Ekwill St/Rte 217 and the Fowler 
Rd/Rte 217 projects.  Since that time, the two projects have been combined into one as the Rte 
217/Ekwill St/Fowler Rd Project.  The project scope would have created east west connections 
in the City of Goleta on Ekwill Street and Fowler Road between Fairview Avenue and Route 217 
with at grade intersections on Route 217. 
 
The City of Goleta has requested approval of a STIP amendment to change the scope and title 
of the project to eliminate connections to Route 217.  The re-scoped project has received 
support from the City of Santa Barbara, County of Santa Barbara, and UCSB.  At its March 18, 
2004 meeting, the SBCAG board received a status report on the project and a presentation by 
City of Goleta staff requesting board support for the revised project scope.  City staff indicated 
that the current cost estimate for the revised project is substantially lower than the current 
estimate for the original project with 217 connections.  The City also indicated that approving the 
revised project with a cost of $18.5 million would result in a cost savings of $1.2 million from the 
amount that is currently programmed in the STIP.   
 
The board approved a motion by Councilmember Hawxhurst to 1) receive the status report, 2) 
support the revised project scope and 3) support the $18.5 million project cost proposal.  The 
board was advised that changing the project scope would require that a STIP amendment be 
approved to incorporate the new project description and to reduce the programmed funding 
amount from $19,723,000 to the current cost of $18, 488,000.   
 
All STIP amendment requests must be approved by the regional agency before the California 
Transportation Commission will consider approving the amendment.  This amendment would be 
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submitted to the CTC as part of the 2004 RTIP, and will be incorporated into 2004 State 
Transportation Improvement Program that the CTC is scheduled to adopt at their August 2004 
meeting.    
 
COMMITTEE REVIEW:  None 
 
STAFF CONTACT:  Stephen VanDenburgh 


