
 
 

 
 

 
 

STAFF REPORT 
 
 
 
 
 
SUBJECT: STIP Project Monitoring Program Quarterly Report       
 
 
MEETING DATE: September 18, 2003  AGENDA ITEM:  7D          
 
 
RECOMMENDATION: 
 
Receive quarterly report on state and local agency sponsored projects in the 2002 STIP. 
 
 
DISCUSSION: 
 
Under the provisions of SB 45, SBCAG is responsible for programming projects to be funded 
from the region�s county share of State Transportation Improvement Program (STIP) funds.  
SBCAG is also responsible for monitoring the implementation of STIP projects to ensure that 
the state�s �timely use of funds� provisions are met.  SBCAG has initiated a STIP Project 
Monitoring Program (PMP) to accomplish this.  The PMP tracks the cost, scope, and schedule 
of all STIP projects based on project information provided by all sponsoring agencies. 
 
Attached is a summary of the status of the Local and Caltrans STIP projects in the 2002 STIP.  
In addition, a detailed status report for all of the active Local STIP projects is attached.  It should 
be noted that most of the new projects added to the 2002 STIP are programmed in future years 
and development work on the projects is not scheduled to begin for two or more years.   
 
The following STIP projects have experienced delays either due to their own scheduling or as a 
result of the State�s budget problems: 
 

•  Union Valley Parkway Interchange, Caltrans 
This project is currently scheduled for a construction allocation vote in FY04/05.  Due to 
FHWA�s recent ruling, the project did not demonstrate independent utility.  Therefore, the 
required environmental document must include the City of Santa Maria�s Union Valley 
Parkway Extension project between Hummel Drive and Blosser Road.  There has been 
consistent coordination and effort between the City of Santa Maria, SBCAG, the County 
of Santa Barbara, and Caltrans to deliver this project.  There are current plans to amend 
the Federal Transportation Improvement Program and the Regional Transportation Plan 
so that the agencies can work together to complete a single CEQA/NEPA document to 
cover both projects.  After federal acceptance, the projects  may move forward, but the 
interchange project may experience a delay.  A proposed schedule is being developed. 
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•  Santa Maria 6-Lane, 101 Widening, Caltrans 
This project is programmed for $23,918,000, $20,657,000 from Regional Improvement 
Program funds, programmed by the SBCAG Board, and $3,261,000 in Interregional 
Improvement Program funds, provided by Caltrans.  Caltrans has recognized a �cost 
savings� from project development of $499,000 which will be applied to construction 
management.  Although the project design was completed over a year ahead of 
schedule, the State funding crisis resulted in a denial of an advanced funding allocation 
request.  The project has been put on the pending allocation list for FY03/04, though 
SBCAG and Caltrans are closely monitoring the availability of funding for an allocation in 
FY 03/04. In the interim, Caltrans may proceed with a concrete barrier median project (a 
previously funded safety project with the same project limits).  If an allocation is made to 
the widening project in the near future, rather than constructing the median project, both 
agencies would like the funds to be transferred to the road widening project.  There is 
also the possibility that a longer delay to this project may cause the environmental 
document to lapse and require modifications that will add time and money to the 
schedule.   
 

•  North Jameson Lane Class II Bike Lanes, County of Santa Barbara 
All STIP funds programmed to this project have been allocated.  The California 
Transportation Commission approved a deadline extension that requires the contract be 
awarded no later than 01/24/04.  If the County does not meet this deadline, the region 
will forfeit $1,911,000 in STIP funds that will be returned to the State.  The County has 
reported that they are on schedule to meet the award deadline in January.  However, the 
State is holding up federal fund allocations at this time since they are borrowing against 
this money to fund current transportation contracts and to keep Caltrans operating.  The 
project requests are being received on a first come, first serve basis, with safety projects 
as a priority.  This funding delay has caused uncertainty about the availability of the 
project�s federal bridge funding.  Since the project depends on both funding sources  the 
County will not be able to award the contract until all funds are secured. 

 
•  Evans Avenue/Ortega Hill Road Intersection Project, County of Santa Barbara 

The County met its timely use of funds requirements by making an allocation request to 
the California Transportation Commission.  The Commission placed this project on the 
�pending allocations� list due to the budget shortfall.  This project will remain on hold until 
those funds are available.   
 

•  Coast Route Bike Path Improvements, City of Carpinteria 
The City met its timely use of funds requirements by making an allocation request to the 
California Transportation Commission.  The Commission placed this project on the 
�pending allocations� list due to the budget shortfall.  This project will remain on hold until 
those funds are available.   
 

•  Sidewalk Installation Project, City of Santa Barbara 
The City met its timely use of funds requirements by making an allocation request to the 
California Transportation Commission.  The Commission placed this project on the 
�pending allocations� list due to the budget  shortfall.  This project will remain on hold 
until those funds are available. 
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•  Road Rehabilitation Project, City of Santa Barbara 
The City met its timely use of funds requirements by making an allocation request to the 
California Transportation Commission.  The Commission placed this project on the 
�pending allocations� list due to the budget shortfall.  This project will remain on hold until 
those funds are available. 

 
•  Ekwill Street and Fowler Road Project, City of Goleta 

   The TIP has been amended to combine the original two projects in Goleta.  The City is 
 working toward an environmental document for this project.  Caltrans oversight is 
 required when a state highway is impacted by a project on a local road system.  The two 
 agencies are currently discussing the path forward to ensure that federal requirements 
 are met during the process. 
 
The projects that have not requested STIP amendments or extensions are progressing on 
schedule and have met the applicable STIP deadlines to date.    
 
 
COMMITTEE REVIEW:  
 
TTAC reviewed  this item at its September 4, 2003 meeting.  No  action was  taken. 
 
 
STAFF CONTACT:      Heather Diez 
 
 
 


