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RECOMMENDATION: 
 
Approve distribution of final report.       
 
DISCUSSION: 
 
In recent years, the City of Santa Maria has expressed interest in gathering data on heavy-duty 
truck activity on State Route 166 (Main Street) within the Santa Maria City Limits (between 
Blosser Road and Route 101).  Safety and operational issues related to heavy-duty trucks 
activity on Main Street were raised during development of the City of Santa Maria�s West Main 
Street Improvement Concept (2000) and the Transportation Concept Report for State Route 166 
(October 2001).  Based on discussions with the City of Santa Maria, the County, and Caltrans, 
SBCAG made a commitment to prepare a study to examine not only the extent of truck traffic on 
State Route 166 but to also examine truck origins and destinations along the route1.  Such a 
study would provide the City of Santa Maria the requisite information to address truck traffic 
issues as part of its Downtown Revitalization Plan scheduled to begin in the Fall of 2003.   
 
In December 2002, SBCAG developed and circulated a Request for Proposals (RFP) for the 
Highway 166 Truck Study.  The RFP was circulated to 8 firms and individuals.  Staff from 
SBCAG, the City of Santa Maria, the County of Santa Barbara, Caltrans, and a representative 
from the Growers Shippers Vegetable Association reviewed the proposals.  Based on this 
review, Strategic Consulting & Research (SCR) was selected.  SCR has substantial experience 
in conducting roadside intercept surveys involving commercial freight that is complimented by 
strong exploratory data and statistical analysis expertise.  In March 2003, the SBCAG Board 
authorized the Chair to execute a contract with SCR for a not to exceed price of $29,983, for 
consulting services for the Highway 166 Truck Study. 
 
In April 2003, SBCAG established a project steering committee consisting of staff from Caltrans, 
the County of Santa Barbara, the cities of Santa Maria and Guadalupe, the Growers Shippers 
and Vegetable Association, the CHP, and SBCAG.  The project required two distinct data 
collection efforts: 1) a heavy duty truck (5+ axle trucks) intercept survey performed by the 
project consultant SCR in coordination with the CHP; and, 2) a 24-hour truck classification count 
at the intersection of Main Street and Blosser Road - conducted by steering committee staff. 

                                                 
1 SBCAG also included the study in the Fiscal Year 2002-03 Overall Work Program (under Work Element 3320 Highway Planning). 
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These two data collection efforts were completed in July.  Roadside interviews were conducted 
on Route 166 west of Blosser Road near Kathleen Court.  Interview data was also collected by 
the project consultant at various agricultural packing sheds.  The roadside intercept and packing 
shed data was statistically expanded to represent a 5-day work week.   
 
A summary of the Highway 166 Study findings are highlighted below.   
 

•  Practically all 5+ axle trucks on Route 166 are single-trailer refrigerated vans 
transporting agricultural produce.   

•  Approximately 90 percent of the 5+ axle trucks traveling eastbound on Route 166 are 
loaded versus 39 percent of trucks traveling westbound. 

•  94 percent of the 5+ axle trucks traveling into the area on Route 166 did so from U.S. 
101, 4 percent used Route 1 and 2 percent travel locally within the Santa Maria area.  

•  Approximately half of incoming 5+ axle trucks are coming from the south, 38 percent are 
coming from up north and 13 percent from the east on Route 166/U.S. 101.  

•  93 percent of 5+ axle trucks traveling on Route 166 used the Main Street/U.S. 101 
interchange, 3 percent used the Betteravia/U.S. 101 interchange, and 1 percent used 
the Stowell/U.S. 101 interchange. 

•  Practically all (99 percent) of 5+ axle trucks leaving the area on Route 166 travel through 
downtown to use the Main Street/U.S. 101 interchange. 

•  54 percent of the 5+ axle trucks stop in Santa Maria for fuel, food or to spend the night. 
•  35 percent of the 5+ axle truck drivers received travel directions from the packing sheds, 

20 percent got their travel directions from their company dispatcher and 36 percent rely 
on past experience. 

•  Over a 24-hour period, 1,372 and 1,895 trucks (all axle types) were observed traveling 
on Main Street east and west of Blosser Road respectively.  Approximately half were 4 
or 5+ axle trucks. 

•  Based on visual observation, approximately 75 percent of the 4 and 5+ axle heavy-duty 
commercial trucks are transporting goods outside the Santa Maria � Guadalupe area. 

•  5+ axle trucks do not exhibit the classic 24-hour AM-PM peak distribution but show a 
gradual building of traffic throughout the day peaking between 6:00 � 8:00 PM.  

•  Unlike the other truck classifications, 5+ axle trucks exhibit a 65/35 directional shift on 
Main Street with the dominant direction being westbound from 8:00AM-8:00PM which 
reverses to a more dominant eastbound flow after 8:00PM.    

 
Information from the Highway 166 Truck Study will assist the City of Santa Maria�s Downtown 
Revitalization study; supplement on-going data development needs related to the programmed 
Route 166 improvements; and provide Caltrans and SBCAG with Route 166 truck classification 
information - of which there has historically been a lack of empirical data.   
 
COMMITTEE REVIEW: 
Representatives from SBCAG, Caltrans, City of Santa Maria, the County of Santa Barbara, and 
the Growers Shippers and Vegetable Association reviewed the draft products that ultimately 
evolved into the attached final report.   
 
TTAC unanimously approved the recommendation to release the final document at its regular 
September meeting. 
 
STAFF CONTACT: Jim Damkowitch, Michael Powers 
ATTACHMENTS:  Highway 166 Truck Study 


