
 
 

 
 

 
 

STAFF REPORT 
 
 
 
SUBJECT:  Route 101 Operational Improvements Funding  
 
 
MEETING DATE: November 20, 2003  AGENDA ITEM:  11    
 
 
RECOMMENDATION:      
 
Authorize Chair to sign a letter to the incoming Governor of California requesting reimbursement 
of Measure D funding allocated by SBCAG for the Highway 101 Operational Improvements 
projects. 
 
DISCUSSION:  
 
At the October 16, 2003 Board meeting, the Board approved a Measure D expenditure plan 
amendment to extend the western limit of the Route 101 widening/interchange improvement 
project to Milpas Street and to allocate $11.107 million in measure funds designated for this  
project to two State-funded operational improvement projects at 101/Ortega Hill (Evans to 
Sheffield) and  101/Milpas to Hot Springs Road.  This action was taken to prevent the projects 
from experiencing schedule delays due to a cash shortfall in the State Transportation 
Improvement Program (STIP).    
 
The board also approved allocations of $1.5 million to expand Coastal Express transit service 
and up to $1,082,742 for completion of the 101 Implementation Plan.  A reserve of unallocated 
Measure D funds of about $1.6 million remains for the Route 101 widening/interchange 
improvement project. 
 
Board members have expressed an interest in requesting that the State provide funding for 
future 101 improvements to replace the measure funds expended on the operational 
improvements.   
 
Potential sources of State funds (excluding those allocated by SBCAG) include: 
 
● The Interregional Improvement Program, which is an element of the STIP.  Under this 

program the State, rather than regional agencies, select projects to be funded.  The 
program is very competitive.   Projects are nominated by Caltrans districts and they are 
scored and ranked on a statewide basis.   

 
● Governor Davis created a “Transportation Congestion Relief Program” which funded 

projects selected by his administration, outside of the regional and interregional STIP 
funding process.  All of the funds for this program have been allocated and the revenues 
available for the program have been shifted to help fund the state’s budget deficits.  It is 



possible, however, that the new governor may decide to create a similar program which 
allocates funds for transportation projects on a discretionary basis.  

 
SBCAG staff has drafted the attached letter to Governor-elect Schwarzenegger for signature by 
the Board Chair, requesting that the State provide funding for Highway 101 from existing 
programs or new ones created by the new administration.    
 
SBCAG staff recommends that the Board Chair be authorized to sign the attached letter.   
 
 
COMMITTEE REVIEW:   None. 
 
 
STAFF CONTACT: Jim Kemp,  Steve VanDenburgh  



 
November 20, 2003 
 
 
The Honorable Arnold Schwarzenegger 
Governor of California 
State Capitol Building 
Sacramento, CA 95814 
 
 
RE:  Highway 101 Funding in Santa Barbara County 
 
 
Dear Governor Schwarzenegger: 
 
In the spirit of partnership with the State of California, the Santa Barbara County Association of 
Governments (SBCAG) voted in October to use $11.107 million in locally generated 
transportation sales tax funds to pay for two important operational improvement projects on 
Highway 101 in Santa Barbara County.  The operational projects were supposed to be funded 
by the State using STIP funds, but due to an enormous shortfall in the State Highway Account, 
they would have experienced delays of months or even years.      
 
As a consequence of our enthusiastic support for moving these projects forward using our local 
resources, we will need the assistance of the State in restoring the funding levels of our 
transportation sales tax program.  Specifically, we are requesting that when funding from the 
STIP Interregional Improvement Program or other State discretionary programs becomes 
available, the State provide $11.107 million for the widening of Highway 101 from Milpas Street 
in the City of Santa Barbara to the Ventura County line.  With this funding we can work towards 
relieving traffic congestion and delivering additional Highway 101 improvements promised to the 
County’s voters when they passed our transportation sales tax measure (Measure D) in 1989.      
 
Thank you for your prompt attention to this matter.   Please feel free to contact me or Jim Kemp, 
Executive Director of SBCAG, if you have any questions about this matter of if we can be of any 
assistance. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Larry Lavagnino 
Board Chairman 
 
 
 
cc:   Assemblymember Hannah-Beth Jackson 
        State Senator Tom McClintock   
        SBCAG Board Members 
        Gregg Albright, Caltrans District 5 
  
 
  



 
 
 
 
 
 
 


