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Ms. Pam Korte 
Senior Transportation Planner 
Division of Transportation Planning 
Department of Transportation  
Mail station 32 
Office of State Planning 
P.O. Box 94274 
Sacramento, CA. 94274-0001 
 
Dear Ms. Korte: 
 
SBCAG staff and the Technical Transportation Advisory Committee have reviewed the 
Draft California Transportation Plan and offer the following comments: 
 
In general, the draft plan is well presented, comprehensive, and forward thinking.  
However, the plan is deficient in addressing funding, realistically assessing Caltran�s role 
in transit, and reconciling context sensitive design solutions with safety and liability 
issues.   
 
The linkage between the state transportation plan and regional transportation plans is 
inadequate and needs considerable strengthening.  For example, Regional 
Transportation Plans developed by MPO�s must be financially constrained and based on 
revenue forecast consistent with the state transportation plan.  The state plan contains 
no revenue forecasts and is not fiscally constrained.  This is a serious omission and 
inhibits the MPO/RTPA ability to update our RTP.  This should not be left to a later 
period as long range financing of transportation improvements is a critical issue. 
 
The policy of �providing additional and more flexible transportation financing� needs 
strengthening.  Given the rather serious state of the state budget deficits and emerging 
impacts on transportation, an updated fiscal context to the plan is critical.  The Plan 
needs to be assertive about the need for direct revenue enhancements, e.g., gas tax or 
sales tax on gasoline, in order to preserve and maintain the state, regional, and local 
system, much less expand and build the new system that California needs for the future, 
since this is critical to the overall fiscal solvency of our transportation system.   
 
The plan needs to add a section that addresses coordination with other state, regional, 
and local agencies in accessing state facilities, addressing environmental constraints, 
e.g., coastal act, habitat preservation, and, evaluating the impacts of land use decisions 
on the transportation system. 
 



While the Plan emphasizes the potential of alternative modes, in reality, Caltrans has a 
very limited role in transit.  Caltrans can address park and ride lots, freeway express bus 
stops, and rideshare more effectively.   Without significant legislative changes the 
Department�s involvement in transit is unlikely to change and the Department�s role will 
remain limited.  The plan requires a supplemental program to reinforce the Department�s 
interest in promoting alternative modes of transportation.  At the very least this will 
require additional funding as improvements to mobility and accessibility requires both 
additional funding flexibility and additional funding.   
 
The strategy that addresses community and environmental values needs to recognize 
and propose steps to reconcile alternative designs with safety and liability concerns.  In 
our region, Caltrans District V has been a leader in advocating for context sensitive 
design themes to better integrate proposed transportation projects into our local 
environment.  However, local agency and District V requests for design exceptions and 
other relief to accomplish this goal have been inhibited by statewide rules and 
regulations impacting safety and liability.  This issue needs to be examined directly so 
alternatives like roundabouts, traffic calming, landscaping and other features can be 
more easily approved at the District level.  The strategy on community and 
environmental values needs to directly address this difficult issue by examining the 
safety and liability issues of these types of context sensitive designs.  The Department 
needs to develop win-win situations which maintain a safe and litigious free 
transportation system and maximize the opportunity for newer design elements.    
 
Thank you for the opportunity to comment. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Steve Wagner 
Chair, SBCAG Technical Transportation Advisory Committee 
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Cc:  Jim Kemp, SBCAG Executive Director 
        Dan Herron, Caltrans District V 
        Pat Mickelson, Caltrans District V 
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