
 

 

 
 
 

STAFF REPORT 
 
 
 
 
 
SUBJECT:      Committee Reports 
 
 
MEETING DATE:      February 20, 2003               AGENDA ITEM: Committee Reports
          
 
 
RECOMMENDATION: 
 
A. Receive report on January 24 Coast Rail Coordinating Council (CRCC) meeting. 
 
B. Receive report on Los Angeles � San Diego � San Luis Obispo Rail Corridor Agency 

(LOSSAN) Board meeting of January 29. 
 
 
DISCUSSION: 
 
Coast Rail Coordinating Council (CRCC) (unapproved Minutes) 
 
As you may recall, CRCC is composed of counties along the rail corridor between Los Angeles 
and San Francisco.  The CRCC advocates for increased passenger rail service along this route.   
 
At its meeting on January 24, the board met in Monterey.  Supervisor Joni Gray and SBCAG 
staff attended the meeting.  Staff prepared this summary report. 
 
The agency received a report on the State budget shortfall and its potential impact on rail 
projects.  The board agreed to send a letter of support for full funding of the Public 
Transportation Account from Proposition 42 to counter proposals that might redirect funding for 
other purposes.   
 
The board agreed to provide a letter of support for those two agencies, SBCAG and 
Transportation Agency for Monterey County (TAMC), which included rail projects in their 
request for TEA � 3 demonstration project funds.  You may recall that one of the four SBCAG 
projects is the Surf � Guadalupe Siding Extension. 
 
The board received a preliminary report on a capacity analysis of the UP line that was 
developed to examine the capacity of the line to support additional trains such as the Coast 
Daylight.  In his presentation, the UP consultant indicated that the UP wants more freight on the 
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coast line and may require additional improvements to avoid delays.  Further analysis is 
required and the board continued this item for further study.   
 
The board received a request from the Mayor of Soledad that his city be given priority over King 
City as a stop on the coast rail line.   
 
The board received input on the proposed AMTRAK national strategic plan.  Discussion focused 
on the potential impact to California.  The board was generally supportive of AMTRAK efforts to 
obtain state support from states that currently provide limited financial support, unlike California 
and Washington that provide considerable state support for regional corridor trains like the 
Capitol, San Joaquin, and the Surfliner.  The CRCC voted to send a letter of support to Caltrans 
indicating their overall support for a new funding relationship. 
 
The board received a briefing on a technical study administered by Caltrans, Division of Rail 
that is just getting off the ground that examines the potential for rail operations provided by 
entities other than Amtrak. 
 
The board received a report of a new bus-train service that connects Los Angeles and San 
Francisco.  Passengers must have a connecting train ticket.  Initial riders hip reports have been 
favorable. 
 
Los Angeles � San Diego � San Luis Obispo Rail Corridor Agency  (LOSSAN) (unapproved 
Minutes) 
 
As you may recall LOSSAN is composed of counties along the Pacific Surfliner rail corridor, 
which extends from San Diego to San Luis Obispo.  (See attached summary sheet).  
 
At its meeting on January 29 the board met in Los Angeles.  Staff attended the meeting and 
prepared this summary report.    
 
LOSSAN expressed its continued support for AMTRAK.  LOSSAN learned that Gov. Davis 
submitted a letter indicating support for Amtrak�s need for $1.2 billion in FY �03.  The Board 
asked that a copy of this letter be sent to member agencies. 
   
LOSSAN will contact member agencies for their help on LOSSAN reauthorization efforts and 
request support for the LOSSAN list of projects (which includes the Surf  - Guadalupe area 
siding extension).  LOSSAN will not conduct a separate lobbying effort by itself.  A revised 
project list was approved with an expanded �Corridor Benefit� column (e.g. benefits commuter, 
intercity, and/or freight). 
  
The board directed the Technical Advisory Committee (TAC) over the next several months to (1) 
develop project evaluation criteria for choosing priority projects, (2) apply those board-approved 
criteria to projects, and (3) work toward acceptance of this process/results by member agencies. 
   
LOSSAN will request member agency input on the proposed AMTRAK national strategic plan in 
time for the May meeting.  Discussion focused on the potential impact to California.  The board 
was generally supportive of AMTRAK efforts to obtain state support from states that currently 
provide limited financial support, unlike California and Washington that provide considerable 
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state support for regional corridor trains like the Capitol, San Joaquin, and the Surfline.  Warren 
Webber, Caltrans Division of Rail, mentioned that the initial number he�d heard was an $8 
million increase to the Surfliners.  Then the Board discussed that this may still be better than the 
alternatives, which are dramatic cuts throughout the AMTRAK system.  In the end, the Board 
decided to wait on the draft figures from Amtrak/Caltrans before taking a position on Amtrak�s 
strategic plan. 
  
The Board voted to ask the TAC to prepare a history of LOSSAN and possibly an update of the 
SB 457 study, in which the successor to LOSSAN studied the possibility of taking over intercity 
operations.  The Board also asked TAC to develop a number of options (e.g. status quo, JPA, 
etc.) 
  
The Board set its next meeting for Wednesday, May 28th at the Los Angeles Metropolitan 
Transportation Authority (LAMTA), located adjacent to Union Station in Los Angeles. 
 
 
COMMITTEE REVIEW:  NA      
 
 
STAFF CONTACT: Michael Powers      
 
 
Attachments 
 
LOSSAN summary sheet 


