
 

 

  
MINUTES 

 
SANTA BARBARA COUNTY ASSOCIATION OF GOVERNMENTS 

 
Thursday, April 18, 2002 

 
 

Board of Supervisor Hearing Room 
105 East Anapamu Street, 4th Floor 

Santa Barbara, CA 
 

 
1. Call to Order and Roll Call: 
 

Members Present:  Naomi Schwartz, Supervisor, First District;  Susan Rose, Supervisor, 
Second District;  Gail Marshall, Supervisor, Thirst District (SBCAG Chair);  Joni Gray, 
Supervisor, Fourth District (arrived at 11:30 a.m.);  Tom Urbanske, Supervisor, Fifth District;  
Richard Weinberg, Councilmember, City of Carpinteria;  Jack Hawxhurst, Councilmember, City 
of Goleta;  Dick DeWees, Mayor, City of Lompoc;  Gregg Hart, Councilmember of Santa 
Barbara;  Larry Lavagnino, Councilmember, City of Santa Maria (SBCAG Vice-Chair);  Ed 
Andrisek, Councilmember, City of Solvang;  Pat Mickelson, Caltrans District 5. 

 
 Members Absent;   Sam Arca, Mayor, City of Guadalupe, Russ Hicks, Mayor, City of Buellton. 
 

Staff Members Present:  William Derrick, Executive Director;  Jim Kemp, Deputy Director of 
Programs;  Michael Powers, Deputy Director of Planning;  Ruth Garcia, Transportation Planner;  
Melody Cannon, Public Information/Government Affairs Coordinator;  Cathy Muneio, Executive 
Secretary;  Kevin E. Ready, Sr., Senior Deputy County Counsel. 
 

2. Recess to Closed Session 
 

 The Board recessed to closed session at 8:35 a.m. to discuss Pending litigation:  Pierce 
vs. SBCAG, and to consider the Executive Committee’s recommendation regarding the 
Executive Directors’s performance evaluation. 
 

3. Reconvene in Open Session 
 
 When the Board reconvened at 9:45 a.m. there was no action to report. 
 
4. Approval of Minutes:  March 21, 2002 and April 1, 2002  
 

Councilmember Andrisek requested in order to make the sentence clearer that the word “has” 
be deleted from Page 6, third paragraph from the last, on the minutes of March 21, 2002.  He 
also asked that the first line on Page 3 be deleted due to duplication.   
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Mr. Derrick pointed out the requested change by Mr. Chris Chatto to the minutes of March 21, 
2002, Item #8, Unmet Transit Needs hearing.  Mr. Chatto stated that the minutes did not reflect 
the entirety or emphasis of his comments.  He provided the Board with his comments. 
 
Councilmember Andrisk moved approval of the minutes of March 21, 2002 as amended, 
including Mr. Chatto’s detailed comments.  The motion was seconded by Councilmember 
Weinberg and carried with Supervisor Schwartz, Supervisor Urbanske and Councilmember 
Lavagnino abstaining. 
 
Councilmember Lavagnino moved approval of the minutes of April 1, 2002.  The motion was 
seconded by Supervisor Schwartz and carried unanimously. 
 

5. Public Comment 
 
 Mr. Scott Wenz, Cars are Basic, addressed the Board on behalf of Santa Barbara County 

Taxpayer’s Association.  He commented that the concept of using bicycles as an alternative to 
the automobile has failed and that repairing roads was a better way to spend tax dollars. 

 
 Mr. Wenz also mentioned on behalf of himself that he was protesting the City of Santa 

Barbara’s work on State Street.   
 
6. Approval of Consent Calendar 
 
 Councilmember Andrisek moved approval of the consent calendar.  The motion was seconded 

by Councilmember Weinberg and carried unanimously. 
 

7. Caltrans District Director’s Report 
 
 Pat Mickelson attended the meeting as the acting representative for Caltrans. 
 

Supervisor Marshall asked for consideration of lowering the speed limit on Hwy 154 near Los 
Olivos where several schools are located.   
 
Mayor DeWees asked what the procedure for maintaining the landscape on roadsides is in 
reference to improvements in the Wye area. 
 
Mr. Derrick noted that, among other options, the City could apply for statewide enhancement 
funds or regional enhancement funds for landscaping. 
 

8. FTA Section 5310 Applications 
 
Ms. Garcia presented the staff report.   She reported that two Section 5310 applications had 
been submitted, one by Life Steps Foundation Inc., and one by SMOOTH, Inc.   
 
Supervisor Schwartz noted that this grant program was focused on solving some of the same 
types of transit issues as the unmet transit needs program.  She said she realized that this was 
a different type of process but wondered why more applications were not submitted to obtain 
this funding. 
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Mr. Derrick responded that SBCAG staff does inform the agencies or persons that have unmet 
needs issues that these funding opportunities exist.   
 
Councilmember Lavagnino moved to adopt the Regional Priority List and the resolution 
approving the ranking of applications submitted to SBCAG for the 49 U.S.C. Section 5310 
capital grant program.  The motion was seconded by Supervisor Schwartz and carried 
unanimously. 
 

9. Route 154 Group 2 Operational Improvements 
 
 Mr. Kemp presented the staff report requesting that the Board approve a consultant contract for 

preliminary engineering and environmental services for this project.  He noted that several 
optional tasks were not included in the contract scope of work and requested that the Executive 
Director be authorized to approve contract amendments up to $40,000 for additional work.  Mr. 
Kemp also requested that the Board consider waiving the deadline requirement for submitting 
the RFP because RBF Consulting had delivered the proposal to the wrong office in error and 
therefore the bid was not received prior to the bid deadline.   He indicated that following 
completion of the environmental phase work, staff will negotiate a contract amendment with 
RBF for final design services and present a contract amendment to the board for approval. 

 
 Mr. Nevin Sams, Safety Engineer with Caltrans presented a safety report on the Route 154 

Group I operational improvements.  Referring to the information he distributed, he noted the 
number of fatalities had decreased since the Hwy 154 improvements were completed and that 
certain types of collisions had been reduced.   

 
  Supervisor Schwartz asked whether Mr. Sams thought that motorists were taking more risks 

now that the road was improved. 
 
 Mr. Sams responded that with these new improvements motorists may be taking fewer risks 

because there are more passing lanes and they may be more patient as a result. 
 
 Supervisor Marshall stated that the proposed Group II operational improvements were not as 

intense as the previous projects on Hwy 154.  She noted that since these improvements began, 
the community has been concerned that Hwy 154 may be made into a 4-lane highway, traffic 
will increase, and that there is not sufficient oversight by the Highway Patrol. Supervisor 
Marshall requested that the Group II improvements be presented to the community for 
comments prior to approval.   

 
 Mr. Kemp stated that the scope of the Group 2 improvements is preliminary and could change 

as more information is developed regarding costs, environmental impacts and effectiveness.  
He noted that staff was requesting that the Board approve retaining a consultant to assist in 
developing this information including soliciting public input on this project.   

 
 Mr. Derrick said that he understood the desire to hold public meetings prior to awarding the 

contract, but noted that this project will go through the environmental phase in which public 
hearings will be held. 

 
 Supervisor Schwartz expressed that she would like consideration given to local vendors when 

consultants are hired.  She said she knows it is not always possible to use local vendors but that 
practice should be encouraged.   
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 Chair Marshall moved to continue this item until workshops are held to educate the community 

on what Caltrans and SBCAG are doing and to receive input from the public prior to a decision.  
The motion was seconded by Councilmember Andrisek and carried unanimously. 

 
10. State Legislation  
 
 Melody Cannon presented the staff report and reported on legislation pertinent to SBCAG.   
 
 Supervisor Schwartz asked if these were bills that CALCOG has taken a position on.   
 
 Mr. Derrick replied that CALCOG had taken positions on some of the bills but not others. 
 
 Supervisor Schwartz expressed her concern with making sure that there is an understanding 

why a particular agency involved with SBCAG may take a different position on a bill.   
 
 A motion was made by Mayor DeWees, seconded by Councilmember Andrisek to adopt staff 

recommendations with changes to the position on SB 1768 to watch and SB 1850 from oppose 
to watch.  The motion failed. 

 
 Supervisor Schwartz requested this item be brought back to the Board.   
 
 Ms. Cannon asked if it was the intent of the Board not to take action until CSAC has taken a 

position.  Supervisor Schwartz said not necessarily, but that she would like staff to discuss why 
the recommendation is other than the position of CSAC and the League. 

 
 Supervisor Schwartz said that the Board could take a more effective position if they understood 

that.  She also requested that these bills have a list of opponents and proponents if the Board is 
asked to take a position. 

 
11. The Sustainability Project:  Tour of Curitiba, Brazil 
 
 Mr. Derrick presented the staff report.  He requested that the Board endorse this project and 

then have the policy tour delegation report back their findings.  He explained that this was purely 
a discretionary action on the Board’s part and that no SBCAG funding was involved.  He noted 
for the record that while Mr. Powers is on the TSP Board, he took no part in placing this item on 
the agenda or preparing the staff report. 

 
 Mr. Owen Dell, one of the tour participants, explained that a group of architects, planners, and 

other interested parties from Santa Barbara devoted to the cause of sustainability and green 
buildingare going to Curitiba to bring back its findings to Santa Barbara.  He stated that the 
group had received an endorsement from the Board of Supervisors and was requesting a letter 
of introduction from SBCAG.  He said that the committee would report back their findings to the 
SBCAG Board. 

 
 A motion was made by Supervisor Rose, seconded by Supervisor Schwartz and carried with 

Councilmember Hawxhurst abstaining to endorse the Sustainability Project’s policy tour of 
Curitiba, authorize the Chair to sign a letter to Curitiba officials introducing the policy tour 
delegation, and request that the Sustainability Project tour group report its findings to the 
SBCAG Board at a future meeting. 

 
12. Economic Community Project Presentation   
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 Jon Clark, an ECP representative, presented a video that provided an overview of the South 

Coast Outlook and Participation Experience Model (SCOPE),  He state that ECP intends to use 
the model to develop a South Coast Regional Impacts to Growth Study (RIGS).  He explained 
that this model has been able to link academic people with the planners. In response to a 
question by Supervisor Swartz, Mr. Clark indicated the funding source is the James Irvine 
foundation, among others.  Councilmembers Hart and Lavagnino emphasized their city’s 
contribution to affordable housing development. Councilman Lavagnino emphasized the 
impacts of jobs and housing and the fiscal impacts of growth. Several Board members 
requested a copy of the video. Supervisors Urbanske and Rose emphasized the need to test 
growth scenarios that examined both sprawl and dense patterns of development. Supervisor 
Gray arrived at 11:30 a.m. 

 
Executive Director’s Report 
 
Mr. Derrick said that the South Coast Subregional Planning Committee will be meeting on May 1st in the 
large MTD conference room.  He also said that the Focus on the Future Conference hosted by the Self-
Help Coalition will be held in Santa Barbara on November 17-19, 2002 and that SBCAG will be helping 
with this event.  He said that they were expecting about 200 people. 
 
Communications 
 
Mr. Derrick said the Board had been provided with a communication that noted a correction in the CMP 
Annual Conformance Assessment. 
 
Adjournment 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 11:35 a.m.  The next SBCAG Board meeting will be held on May 16, 
2002 in Santa Maria. 
 
 
 
   
 
 
      
 
   
 
   


