
 

 
MINUTES 

 
SANTA BARBARA COUNTY ASSOCIATION OF GOVERNMENTS 

 
Thursday, May 16, 2002 

 
 

Board of Supervisor Hearing Room 
511 East Lakeside Parkway 

Santa Maria, CA 
 

 
1. Call to Order and Roll Call: 

 
Members Present: Naomi Schwartz, Supervisor, First District; Susan Rose, Supervisor, 
Second District; Gail Marshall, Supervisor, Third District (SBCAG Chair);  Tom Urbanske, 
Supervisor, Fifth District;  Russ Hicks, Councilmember, City of Buellton;  Richard Weinberg, 
Councilmember, City of Carpinteria; Jack Hawxhurst, Councilmember, City of Goleta;  Sam 
Arca, Mayor, City of Guadalupe;  Dick DeWees, Mayor, City of Lompoc; Gregg Hart, 
Councilmember, City of Santa Barbara;  Larry Lavagnino, Councilmember (SBCAG Vice-Chair), 
City of Santa Maria;  Ed Andrisek, Councilmember, City of Solvang; Gregg Albright, Caltrans 
District 5.      

 
Members Absent:   Joni Gray, Supervisor, Fourth District   
 
Staff Members Present:   William Derrick, Executive Director;  Jim Kemp, Deputy Director of 
Programs;  Michael Powers, Deputy Director of Planning;  Brian Bresolin, Regional Analyst; 
Cathy Muneio, Executive Secretary;  Kevin E. Ready, Sr., Senior Deputy County Counsel. 

 
2.  Pledge of Allegiance 
 
  Chair Marshall called for the pledge of allegiance. 
 
3. Recess to Closed Session: 

 
The Board recessed to closed session at 8:36 a.m.   

 
4. Reconvene in Open Session 
 

When the Board reconvened at 9:18 a.m. there was no action to report. 
 
5. Approval of Minutes:  April 18, 2002 
 

Supervisor Schwartz moved approval of the minutes of April 18, 2002.  Mayor DeWees 
seconded the motion, and the motion carried with Mayor Hicks abstaining.  

 



 

6.  Public Comment 
 

Supervisor Schwartz said she would not be attending the July Board meeting.   
 
 Scott Wenz, representing the Santa Barbara County Taxpayers Association, expressed his 

disappointment that more agencies were not informed of the Environmental Justice Workshop 
that Caltrans held in Santa Barbara recently.  He requested that other community organizations 
including those representing businesses be notified of any meeting relative to that issue that is 
held in the future. 

 
Mr. Albright, Caltrans District 5, stated he would make sure that another workshop is held in the 
near future and that interested agencies would be notified of this meeting. 

 
Tom Becker stated that he was invited to the Caltrans Environmental Justice workshop as a 
representative of Cars Are Basic, but that many other organizations were not notified of the 
meeting.  He expressed support for holding another workshop with more extensive outreach to 
community organizations.  

 
7. Approval of Consent Calendar 
 

Scott Wenz spoke against approval of the Route 101 Ortega Hill Auxiliary Lane/Bike Path 
project.  He said that the County could not justify this project because the bikeway is not useful 
and is not supported by the Montecito community.   
 
Mayor Hicks moved approval of the consent calendar.  Councilmember Lavagnino seconded 
the motion.  The motion carried unanimously.  

 
8. CalTrans District Director’s Report 
 

Mr. Albright reviewed with the Board the District Director’s report.   He noted that concrete 
cracking operations have begun on the 101 Rehab project.  He is not aware of noise complaints 
related to this work. 
 
Councilmember Lavagnino asked if Caltrans was still in the paving mode at Hwy 135 at 
Broadway. 
 
Mr. Albright stated he did not believe so. 
 
Chair Marshall asked the status of an agreement between Caltrans and the County to 
compensate the County for damage sustained on Santa Rosa Road during the replacement of 
the 246/Santa Rosa Creek Bridge.    Mr. Albright stated he would research the issue. 
 

9. Regional Housing Needs Plan 
 

Brian Bresolin presented the staff report.   
 
Councilmember Lavagnino asked what the penalty would be if the housing allocation needs 
were not met by 2008. 
 
Mr. Bresolin responded that these houses don’t need to be built by that time, just planned for.   
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Supervisor Urbanske said that low-income housing should be planned in areas where there are 
not enough low-income housing units, otherwise this seems to confuse the jobs/housing 
balance issue. 
 
Mr. Bresolin stated that housing need estimates were adjusted by taking into consideration the 
jobs/housing imbalance. 
 
Mayor Hicks noted that the number of units for Buellton was the same as a city the size of 
Lompoc which comes out high compared to the other jurisdictions. 
 
Mr. Bresolin said this estimate came from accounting for anticipated growth in both these areas. 
 
Chair Marshall noted that this was only a presentation and that there were 90 days to respond 
to these allocations. 
 
Mr. Powers noted that this item would be coming back to the full Board in July with a status 
report and again in September or October with a final draft plan. 
 
Tom Becker stated he was very involved in this issue.  He had written two letters to HCD and 
made phone calls to Karen Westmont.  He stated there were two options.  Increase housing in 
the south by 3,000 units and reduce the density requirements for Santa Barbara and Goleta; or 
contact larger companies in the South County and have them relocate them to the North 
County.   
 
Barry Siegel stated that these allocations seemed to be making the jobs/housing balance worse.  
He suggested that the SBCAG Board set up a subcommittee to work on this issue. 
 
Councilmember Andrisek moved to release the draft plan for public and local agency comment.  
Councilmember Lavagnino seconded the motion.  The motion carried unanimously. 
 

10. 2002 Federal Transportation Improvement Program  
    

Jim Kemp presented the staff report on the draft 2002 FTIP.   
 
Supervisor Schwartz asked  if the Board would be notified in advance of future amendments 
being brought to the Board for approval.     
 
Mr. Kemp responded that routine and technical changes would be handled as administrative 
amendments approved by staff, but that the Board would be notified of these amendments.  He 
further indicated that all other amendments, including those that might be controversial will be 
handled as formal amendments approved by the Board and that staff would attempt to provide 
as much advance notice to the Board as possible. 
 
Supervisor Schwartz said that there is a broad range of projects and made a request that 
whenever time permits there be included in the Board packet a report of intent to issue 
amendments. 
 
Mr. Derrick pointed out that changes involving significant projects, such as those that would 
affect conformity, would require Board approval. 
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Mr. Kemp stated that the final 2002 FTIP would be coming back to the Board for approval at its 
June meeting after receiving public comments. 
 
Supervisor Urbanske requested that the projects be alphabetized in the FTIP for ease of 
locating a particular project.  Mr. Kemp stated that staff will attempt to develop a more user-
friendly format for the FTIP and that the goal is to post the project information on SBCAG’s 
website using maps with clickable links to a sortable project database. 
 
Councilmember Hawxhurst stated that it appeared that there were several projects in the City of 
Goleta that were listed as County projects and requested that the final FTIP show the City as 
the implementing agency for these projects.   
 
Mr. Kemp said that staff would make this change. 
 
The hearing was opened to receive public  comment.  There being no public comment the 
hearing was closed. 
 
Mayor Hicks moved to receive the presentation on the 2002 Federal Transportation 
Improvement Program.  The motion was seconded by Councilmember Lavagnino and carried 
unanimously. 
 

11. Proposed FY 2002-03 SBCAG Budget 
 

Mr. Derrick presented the staff report for the proposed FY 2002/03 SBCAG budget and 
commented that SBCAG was in good financial condition.  He stated that the budget was being 
presented for comment and would be returning to the Board in June for adoption.   
 
Supervisor Schwartz asked whether staff had discussed with Mr. Albright the 101 
Implementation Plan.  She also asked the timeline for public hearings on the Cabrillo/Hot 
Springs project. 
 
Mr. Derrick stated he needed to hold further discussions with  County and City representatives 
to decide how to proceed on the 101 Implementation Plan. 
 
Supervisor Schwartz stated that a proposal would be made to the South Coast Subregional 
Planning Committee. 
 
Relative to the Cabrillo/Hot Springs project Mr. Albright said that he expected to release a draft 
EIR in July. 
 
Mr. Derrick reviewed the rest of the proposed budget with the Board. 
 
Mr. Derrick stated that the ECP had requested funding to support the development of the 
SCOPE model and to complete its Regional Impacts of Growth (RIGS) study, and that the 
Community Indicators Project had requested funding support from SBCAG as well.  He noted 
that the projects were limited to the South County but that the North County would be welcome 
to pursue similar efforts.  He noted that he was a member of the Board for the ECP and that he 
was, therefore, not making a recommendation regarding the funding request. 
 
Chair Marshall stated that if there were no objections from the Board, these projects should be 
supported. 
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Supervisor Schwartz thanked staff for its continued good fiscal management.  She stated that 
this was a modest budget and that the 3% COLA was a reasonable request and stated she was 
in support of the budget. 
 
Chair Marshall thanked staff for continuing to improve the readability of the budget and for the 
objectives and performance measures. 
 
Supervisor Schwartz asked if SBCAG was aggressively pursuing state and federal grant 
funding. 
 
Mr. Derrick stated that there were grants available, primarily from state and federal agencies,  
that  SBCAG staff could pursue more actively.   
 

12. Overall Work Program (OWP) 
  
Mr.  Powers presented the staff report.   
 
Supervisor Urbanske stated that recently there was a proposal before the Board of Supervisors 
that discussed having someone assigned from the Public Works Department to explore 
alternative transportation.  He said that Mr. Demery has stated that most of the work was done 
by the County.  Supervisor Urbanske stated that in SBCAG’s overall work program there were 
the same issues being looked into, but that SBCAG is the organization that should investigate 
this, rather than the County. 
 
Mr. Powers noted the major difference was that SBCAG looks at these issues on a regional 
basis, and is complementary with what local agencies are doing.  He stated that SBCAG also 
looks at whether a city is coordinating its projects with the County. 
 
Supervisor Urbanske noted he had a problem with each agency doing its own thing and the 
problems not being addressed directly.   
 
Mr. Powers said that all agencies need to work together to carry out an effective transportation 
planning process.   
 
Mr. Derrick said he had watched the Board of Supervisors meeting when this issue was 
discussed.  He explained that the tasks envisioned for the  County Alternative Transportation 
Coordinator involve funding streams for which local governments act as the decision-making 
authority.  He also indicated that his understanding was that the position would work on 
speeding up project delivery for projects over which the County had lead responsibility. 
 
Councilmember Andrisek moved approval of the 2003 Overall Work Program and authorized 
transmittal to the state and federal agencies.  The motion was seconded by Councilmember 
Weinberg and carried unanimously.    
 
Committee Reports 
 
Councilmember Weinberg report on the South Coast Subregional Planning Committee meeting 
that was held on May 1, thanked Councilmember Lavagnino for attending and noted his 
appreciation for the comments received.  He said that the 101 Deficiency Plan and Operational 
Improvement Plan were discussed.  John Patton and Gregg Albright provided a report on the 
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status.  It was the consensus of the committee to initiate a consensus-building process to agree 
on long-range improvements in the Hwy. 101 corridor. 
 
Chair Marshall thanked Melody Cannon for her hard work at SBCAG as the Public Information 
Officer.    
 
Mr. Derrick said that Ms. Cannon had been hired for the  position without a lot of background in 
transportation, but that she had aggressively pursued her new responsibilities and achieved a 
great deal in a short time. 

 
Executive Director’s Report 
 
Mr. Derrick provided the Board with a copy of the presentation from the State Office of Planning 
and Research.  He said that they are planning a series of forums.  One of these forums will be 
held in Santa Ynez on August 22.  He stated that he did not know much more at this time,  but if 
he did hear more he would pass this information along. 
 
Adjournment 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 11:15 a.m. 
 
The next Board meeting will be held on Thursday, June 20, 2002, from 8:30 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. 
in Santa Barbara.  
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