
 

 
MINUTES 

 
SANTA BARBARA COUNTY ASSOCIATION OF GOVERNMENTS 

 
Thursday, January 17, 2002 

 
 

Board of Supervisor Hearing Room 
511 East Lakeside Parkway 

Santa Maria, CA 
 
 

 
 

1. Call to Order and Roll Call: 
 

Members Present:    Naomi Schwartz, Supervisor, First District;  Susan Rose, Supervisor, 
Second District; Gail Marshall, Supervisor, Third District (SBCAG Vice-Chair);  Joni Gray, 
Supervisor, Fourth District;  Tom Urbanske, Supervisor, Fifth District;  Russ Hicks, 
Councilmember, City of Buellton;  Richard Weinberg, Councilmember, City of Carpinteria 
(SBCAG Chair); Sam Arca, Mayor, City of Guadalupe;  Dick DeWees, Mayor, City of Lompoc;  
Gregg Hart, Councilmember, City of Santa Barbara;  Larry Lavagnino, Councilmember, City of 
Santa Maria;  Ed Andrisek, Councilmember, City of Solvang, Dave Murray, Caltrans District 5.    
  
Members Absent:   None 
 
Staff Members Present:   William Derrick, Executive Director;  Jim Kemp, Deputy Director of 
Programs;  Michael Powers, Deputy Director of Planning;  Cathy Muneio, Executive Secretary;  
Kevin E. Ready, Sr., Senior Deputy County Counsel. 

 
2. Recess to Closed Session: 

 
The Board adjourned to closed session at 9:00 a.m. to discuss pending litigation (Pierce vs. 
SBCAG) relative to the Transportation Development Act. 

 
3. Reconvene in Open Session 
 

The Board reconvened to open session at 10:00 a.m.   
 
Kevin Ready, SBCAG Legal Counsel, stated that there was no reportable action taken. 

 
4. Approval of Minutes:  December 13, 2001 
 

Councilmember Lavagnino moved approval of the minutes of December 13, 2001.  
Councilmember Weinberg seconded the motion and it carried unanimously.  

 
 

 



5. Public Comment 
 

Chair Marshall presented a gift to the previous Chair, Councilmember Weinberg, as a token of 
the Board�s esteem. 
 
Mayor Arca presented to Supervisor Gray a plaque thanking her for her support of Guadalupe. 
 
Mr. Tom Becker commented on an article in the Santa Barbara News Press relative to North 
County unmet needs.  He said he supported the finding that the North County had no unmet 
needs reasonable to meet. 

 
6. Approval of Consent Calendar: 
 

A motion was made by Supervisor Schwartz, seconded by Councilmember Lavagnino and 
carried unanimously to approve the consent calendar.  

 
7. CalTrans District Director�s Report: 
 

Mr. David Murray, Branch Chief for Caltrans District 5, presented the Board with an update on 
construction projects in Santa Barbara County.  He said that the Highway 101 Rehabilitation 
project is under construction now and that several messages have been sent to Caltrans on the 
Highway Construction Hotline or by email supporting the widening of 101 to six lanes.    He also 
noted that the website developed for the project had received 80 hits. 
 
Supervisor Schwartz asked about her question raised to Mr. Allbright at the previous meeting on 
what might be done to relieve congestion on an interim basis until the 101 operational 
improvements are completed.  She said she would appreciate it if Caltrans would address this 
question. 
 
Councilmember Weinberg requested a date in which a Caltrans representative would report on 
the possibility of doing interim modifications to relieve congestion from Milpas to Hot Springs. 
 
Mr. Murray said he would come back to the Board at its next meet with some preliminary 
information. 
 
Councilmember Lavagnino reported that there had been two accidents at the Donovan 
overpass.   An Amtrak bus had hit the overpass, and a stolen RV had driven through 200 ft of 
fresh poured cement. 
 
Mr. Derrick mentioned that the damage was not as serious as previously reported. 
 
Mayor DeWees asked whether Caltrans could put into a contract its agreement to sweep H and 
Ocean Streets two weeks out of the month.  The City of Lompoc has agreed to pay the 
remaining two weeks of the month.  The previous contract had expired. 
  

8. Regional Housing Needs Plan 
 

Mr. Powers presented the staff report on the Regional Housing Needs Plan.  Mr. Powers 
explained that it was important to respond to the allocation by the Department of Housing and 
Community Development.   SBCAG staff has worked with planning officials to provide a 
response to the State�s allocation.  He noted components to develop the recommended 



allocation included anticipated growth, additional units to improve overall vacancy rates, and 
additional units due to loss after demolition.  SBCAG is recommending a much lower forecast of 
growth based on its own regional growth forecast.  The HCD requested input by December 31, 
2001 and the Board requested an extension.  Mr. Powers said that over the next four or five 
months the plan will be released to the public for a comment and review process.   The final 
plan is due to be completed by December, 2002. 
 
Supervisor Urbanske noted some contradictions in the letter relative to jobs/housing balance, 
educational institutions, and water.   
 
Supervisor Schwartz suggested some language be added in the letter that would make it clear 
that outside constraints such as competing state policies limit SBCAG�s ability to address state 
housing needs.  Supervisor Schwartz noted that HCD should take into account issues that do 
not favor agriculture.  She said it is not that SBCAG doesn�t support existing requirements, but 
that HCD needs to take these issues into account.  A comparison needs to be made between 
HCD and SBCAG�s forecast.   
 
Councilmember Andrisek said that on the bottom of the first page the year was missing, and 
that on the third page where it says, SBCAG requests that HCD lower the number by half, it 
should be .005.   
 
Councilmember Lavagnino asked if all of the cities had received this report. 
 
Mr. Powers responded that the report went to each of the agency planning directors or 
representatives and that they had met with SBCAG staff to discuss their recommendations. 
 
Supervisor Urbanske suggested that there be more focus in the letter on the issues that prevent 
SBCAG from meeting the HCD regional housing needs figure. 
 
Mr. Derrick said that staff would make revisions to the letter and then send it to the Board in 
draft form prior to sending it to the Department of Housing and Community Development.   
 
Chair Marshall asked what action staff needed in order to gain direction on how to allocate 
housing needs. 
 
Mr. Powers responded that he would like some specific insight as to which issues need to be 
emphasized, what interest groups the Board might anticipate would like to be involved in the 
development of the plan, or whether the Board would prefer a workshop. 
 
Supervisor Schwartz moved to incorporate the Board�s comments into the letter and a draft be 
sent to the Board for comment, and to authorize the Chair to sign the letter once comments 
have been received.  The motion was seconded by Councilmember Andrisek and carried 
unanimously. 
 

8. Clean Air Express Program Administration Update 
 
Scott Spaulding presented the Board with an update on the Clean Air Express bus program.  
This program with taken over from the Air Pollution Control District and is currently operating 
under an existing Grant Agreement.  He noted that SBCAG was in the process of completing 
the RFP process.  The bus program will become a more traditional transit service with fixed 
costs in order to provide  more administrative and financial control.  He requested direction from 



the Board on whether staff should make decisions relative to service and route changes.  He 
also requested that the Board establish a new motor pool account so that the County can 
directly bill SBCAG directly for the Clean Air Express. 
 
Mr. Derrick stated that staff does intend to put the available Clean Air Express bus back into 
service.  He noted that there was a need for service from Lompoc to UCSB and Lompoc to 
downtown.  He said that it looks like the Lompoc to UCSB has a better chance for a full bus but 
that staff needed  input from the Board on what level of involvement they wished to have in 
route and schedule decisions.   
 
Supervisor Urbanske asked who would be responsible for marketing. 
 
Mr. Spaulding replied that SBCAG would be the responsible agency. 
 
Supervisor Urbanske said he was in support of staff making those types of decisions.   
 
Councilmember Andrisek stated he did not see why the Lompoc to UCSB bus couldn�t continue 
to Santa Barbara. 
 
Mr. Derrick replied that the problem was one of timing, and that the schedules wouldn�t coincide 
with downtown employees work times.   
 
Supervisor Schwartz suggested that staff should look at whether or not the Coastal Express 
took business from the Clean Air Bus. 
 
Mayor DeWees asked if there was a mechanism in place to consider the best choice of routes 
because it was thought originally that the majority of requests were from Lompoc to downtown 
Santa Barbara.  He asked if it could be figured which route was more viable. 
 
Mr. Derrick responded that previous requests for new service had gone through the Santa 
Barbara Airbus and that he would like to keep track of these requests as part of the new 
contract.  He noted that he had asked SB Airbus to keep better track of those sorts of requests. 
 
Mayor DeWees agreed that staff could assume the decision making process, but requested 
quartlery reports. 
 
Councilmember Lavagnino moved to allow staff to make decisions for future service 
modifications and route and schedule changes for the Clean Air Express, and establish Account 
7893 (Motor Pool Charges) in the FY 2001-02 Traffic Solutions budget by transferring a $12,000 
appropriation for diesel fuel expenses from Account 7450 to Account 7893.  Supervisor 
Urbanske seconded the motion and it carried unanimously. 
 

10. 2002 RTIP 
 
Jim Kemp explained that back in July the Board had authorized staff to prepare several 
applications for Regional Flexible Funds including the Traffic Solutions Program Maintenance 
and Enhancement projects.  The source of matching funds for these projects was identified as 
RIP.   He indicated that due to a staff oversight, the matching funds had not been included in the 
2002 RTIP adopted by the Board last month.  He recommended that the Board approve an 
amendment to the RTIP to add the matching funds which would be drawn from the RIP reserve 
amount. 



 
Councilmember Hart moved to approve an amendment to the 2002 Regional Transportation 
Improvement Program (RTIP) to program $400,800 from the RIP reserve account as the local 
match funds for the Traffic Solutions Program Maintenance and the Traffic Solutions 
Enhancement projects.  The motion was seconded by Supervisor Schwartz and carried 
unanimously. 
 

11. Public Participation Plan 
 
Melody Cannon presented the staff report to the Board.  She explained that the Public 
Participation Plan was last updated in 1994 and that the plan before the Board was a draft for 
2002.  Staff was requesting the Board to authorize release of the plan to the public for a 45-day 
public comment period. 
 
Mayor Arca stated that SBCAG was already informing the public and asked where the 
deficiencies were. 
 
Mr. Derrick responded that the comments at the certification review were that there were no 
provisions in the prior plan for addressing environmental justice issues and that SBCAG needs 
to show that these issues are being addressed.  Mr. Derrick also said that he would be 
interested in meeting with Hispanic community leaders to develop an effective outreach. 
 
Mayor Arca agreed with that.  He stated he would like to become better educated to the subject 
of environmental justice. 
 
Councilmember Hicks commented on Policy 2.5.  He said that there needs to be a lot more 
discussion before  encouraging the Chumash to become members of SCAG.   
 
Mr. Derrick said that the wording should be �participant�, not �member�. 
 
Supervisor Schwartz said she was very pleased to see this developing since the general public 
is not very involved.  The work is confusing and not easily understood.  She noted the level of 
sophistication required to follow SBCAG is considerable.  Supervisor Schwartz asked whether 
written materials would be reproduced in Spanish as well as English. 
 
Mr. Derrick said that this could be considered on a case-by-case basis if the Board felt that it 
was appropriate. 
 
Supervisor Schwartz made a suggestion to discuss having available at Board meetings a 
Spanish translator.  She also noted that information be sent out needs to be eye catching. 
 
Mr. Derrick concurred and noted that one of the advantages of having a Public Information 
Officer such as Ms. Cannon is that she brings  a layperson�s perspective to SBCAG�s activities 
 
Councilmember Andrisek asked about the emphasis with the Band of Chumash Indians.  He 
asked why Vandenberg or UCSB weren�t identified. 
 
 
Mr. Derrick explained that the reason there was special emphasis on the Chumash Indians was 
due to a charge from federal agencies to actively involve the Chumash Indians. 
 



Mayor DeWees asked how much was budgeted for this program. 
 
Mr. Derrick replied that everything accomplished to date was was done within existing budget 
constraints, but that there was no specific budgeted amounts for public information activities. 
 
Supervisor Urbanske stated that SBCAG needs to concentrate on creating new advisory groups 
to inform the public on important issues. 
 
Councilmember Hicks made a motion to delete �and will continue to encourage the Santa Ynez 
Band of Chumash Indians to become members of SBCAG� from the last portion of the sentence 
under Policy 2.5, and to authorize the release to the Public Participation Plan to the public for a 
45-day public comment period.  The motion was seconded by Councilmember Andrisek and 
carried unanimously. 
 
Mayor Arca reiterated that SBCAG needs to address environmental justice issues. 
 

12. Propostion 42 � Transportation Congestion Improvement Act (Assembly Constitutional 
Amendment 4) 
 
Ms. Cannon presented the staff report. Proposition 42 would provide for the permanent 
dedication of state sales tax revenues from the sale of motor vehicle fuel exclusively for 
transportation purposes.  She said that SBCAG was asked by Proposition 42 proponents to 
consider supporting the measure and that SBCAG was so doing.  The main concern in 
opposition of supporting this was the impact on the general fund.  She said the funds affected 
would amount to 1% of the general fund revenues.       
 
Supervisor Rose moved to adopt a position of support of Proposition 42.  The motion was 
seconded by Councilmember Andrisek and carried unanimously. 
 

13. Measure D Highway Program 
 

The Board received a quarterly report on the status of the State and Regional projects in the 
Measure D Highway Program by Mr. Fred Luna, Fluor Enterprises, Inc.  
 
Councilmember Andrisek asked if there was going to be any more landscaping done at the Rte. 
101/154 Interchange.    
 
Mr. Derrick responded that he was going to schedule some time to look at this area.  He said 
that there were no funds left in the budget for this, but that he may bring this back to the Board 
in the future for discussion. 
 

Committee Reports     
 
None. 
 

 
 
 
Executive Director�s Report 

                    



Mr. Derrick mentioned that the California Transportation Commission (CTC) would be holding a 
hearing on the 2002 STIP on Wednesday, January 30 in Los Angeles.  He was advised by CTC 
staff that there would be no need to testify on behalf of our RTIP recommendations.   
 
Supervisor Schwartz asked if any action would be taken. 
 
Mr. Kemp responded that the CTC would be receiving presentations but would not be taking 
any action.  Mr. Kemp stated they would not be looking at individual projects but the RTIP as a 
whole.  The CTC would be considering the inter-regional projects for the ITIP such as the 
railsiding near Casmalia and the widening of the Santa Maria Bridge. 
 

Communications 
 

Supervisor Marshall suggested that the Board double check the meeting start time on next 
month�s agenda in order for the meeting to start on time. 

 
Adjournment 
 
 The meeting was adjourned at 11:40 a.m. 
 

 
  

   
 


