
 

 

 

  
MINUTES 

 
SANTA BARBARA COUNTY ASSOCIATION OF GOVERNMENTS 

 
Thursday, March 21, 2002 

 
 

Board of Supervisor Hearing Room 
511 East Lakeside Parkway 

Santa Maria, CA   
 

 
 

1. Call to Order and Roll Call: 
 

Members Present:    Susan Rose, Supervisor, Second District;  Gail Marshall, Supervisor, 
Third District (SBCAG Chair);  Joni Gray, Supervisor, Fourth District (arrived at 8:45 a.m.);  
Russ Hicks, Mayor, City of Buellton;  Richard Weinberg, Councilmember, City of Carpinteria; 
Jack Hawxhurst, Councilmember, City of Goleta;  Sam Arca, Mayor, City of Guadalupe;  Dick 
DeWees, Mayor, City of Lompoc;  Gregg Hart, Councilmember, City of Santa Barbara;  Bob 
Orach, Councilmember, City of Santa Maria;  Ed Andrisek, Councilmember, City of Solvang; Mr. 
David Murray, Caltrans District 5.      

 
Members Absent:   Supervisors Schwartz and Urbanske. 
 
Staff Members Present:   William Derrick, Executive Director;  Jim Kemp, Deputy Director of 
Programs;  Michael Powers, Deputy Director of Planning;  Cathy Muneio, Executive Secretary;  
Kevin E. Ready, Sr., Senior Deputy County Counsel. 

 
2. Recess to Closed Session: 

 
 No closed session was held. 
 

3. Reconvene in Open Session 
 
4. Approval of Minutes:  February 21, 2002 

 
There were several corrections made to the minutes.  Councilmember Hart moved approval of 
the February 21, 2002 minutes as amended.  The motion was seconded by Councilmember 
Weinberg and carried with Councilmember Orach abstaining.  

 
5. Public Comment 
 

Mr. Scott Wenz, Cars are Basic, requested that the Board request that MTD be audited and that 
they be made accountable for  $300 million spent on transit. 
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6. Approval of Consent Calendar: 
 

A. Amtrak 
 
 Mayor DeWees requested that Item 6A and 6D be removed for discussion.  Relative to 

Item 6A he stated that he did not support the letter of support to legislators requesting 
funding for Amtrak.   

 
D. Casa Nueva Memorandum of Understanding  
 
 Mayor DeWees requested an update on the status of the building process and funds 

spent to date before the SBCAG Board commits to an additional expenditure of funds.   
 
 Mr. Derrick said that the Board had been briefed at the February meeting, and that no 

funds had been spent to date.  He noted that he would provide the Board with a report 
on the status of the building project. 

  
 Mr. Scott Wenz commented on Item 6B, the 2000 STIP Amendment, that he was not in  

support of the Coast Route Bike Path Improvement Project.   
 
 A motion was made by Mayor Hicks to approve 6B-E on the consent calendar.  The 

motion was seconded by Councilmember Hart and carried.  Supervisor Gray requested 
that it be shown on the record that she would have voted no to the Casa Nueva MOU if 
the item had not already been voted on prior to her arrival. 

 
 A motion was made by Councilmember Hart and seconded by Supervisor Rose to 

approve Item 6A, the Amtrak letter.  The motion carried with Mayor DeWees opposed. 
 

7. CalTrans District Director’s Report:  
 
Mr. David Murray, representing Caltrans, noted he would answer any questions that the Board 
or public might have.   
 
There were none. 

 
10. Congestion Management Program, Annual Conformance Assessment  
 

Mr. Powers presented the staff report.  He explained that the 101 Deficiency Plan was a result 
of last year’s Congestion Management Program and that that this would be coming before the 
Board within the next several months. 
 
Councilmember Weinberg asked for clarification of a figure in the summary table of the staff 
report relative to Route 101.   
 
Mr. Powers stated that this appeared to be an error. 
 
Councilmember Hart moved to adopt a determination, pursuant to Section 65089.3 of the 
California Government Code that the County of Santa Barbara and the Cities of Santa Maria, 
Lompoc, Buellton, Carpinteria and Guadalupe are conforming to the adopted Congestion 
Management Program, and adopt a determination pursuant to Section 65089.3 of the California 
Government Code that the Cities of Santa Barbara and Solvang are not conforming to the 
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adopted Congestion Management Program.  The motion was seconded by Supervisor Rose 
and carried. 
 
Chair Marshall requested that the staff report pages be numbered.  

 
11. Regional Growth Forecast 
 

Mr. Powers presented the staff report and noted that the Regional Growth Forecast had been 
scheduled for adoption at the previous meeting.  This forecast includes long-range projections 
to address future growth.  He said that public hearings had been held and that there were 
relatively few comments made at the December meeting.   
 
Mr. Powers said that the final forecast included the City of Goleta and that staff had worked with 
the City Administrator of Goleta to adjust the baseline population for 2000 to be more in line with 
the census data.  The final forecast would also include the other changes outlined in the staff 
report and called attention to the revised policy. 
 
Mr. Powers also stated that staff had worked with the City of Carpinteria and had addressed 
some of their concerns in the forecast, which included language that addresses certain 
constraints within Carpinteria.   
 
Councilmember Weinberg commented that the demographics in Carpinteria and other areas 
should be considered when forecasting, and that there were additional problems dealing with 
the Coastal Commission.  He stated that he would not support this issue.  However, he did 
express his support for a jobs/housing balance program. 
 
Mr. Bresolin, Regional Analyst for SBCAG, was asked by Supervisor Rose whether the number 
of students enrolled in private schools was considered in making certain projections.  Mr. 
Bresolin stated that while there was countywide information, sub-area information was not 
generally available for private schools, so this was  not addressed directly.   
 
Councilmember Andrisek requested that a comparison be shown in the forecast between the 
1980 and 1990 years to see what direction we are going and where we have come from.   
 

Mr. Powers explained that in response to previous requests for a comparison of years, a comparison 
was included on page 107 of the report.  He noted that one of the issues found was that between 1990 
and 2000, a comparison of growth based on housing permits with the census change in units suggests 
that housing units were not counted in the census.   

 
Councilmember Orach asked if smart growth land use issues were considered in developing the 
growth forecast.   
 
Mr. Bresolin responded that in certain areas of the county land use plans are reviewed and 
information is integrated into land use scenarios.  The Regional Housing Needs looks at 
jobs/housing balance issues. 
 
Mr. Powers added that it is the intention of SBCAG to look at this on a countywide basis.   A 
sprawl alternative and concentrated growth pattern will be  developed and evaluated as a 
separate study. 
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Councilmember Hart moved approval of the Regional Growth Forecast to include changes 
recommended by staff.  The motion was seconded by Councilmember Andrisek and carried with 
Councilmember Weinberg opposed. 
 
Mr. Powers indicated staff would update the Board on an annual basis with respect to the 
forecast. 

 
12. Public Participation Plan 
 

Ms. Cannon presented the staff report for the Public Participation Plan.  She noted that this was 
presented to the Board in January for comments.  She reviewed with the Board the additional 
changes made that included expansion of the website, posting of agendas, and receipt of online 
comments.   Caltrans had recommended that agenda notices be translated into braille and that 
a Spanish interpreter be available on request were additional comments made.  Caltrans staff 
also suggested creating a citizens advisory committee and public surveys be conducted 
regarding the effectiveness of SBCAG’s outreach efforts. 
 
Mayor Hicks moved approval of the revised draft of the Public Participation Plan.  The motion 
was seconded by Councilmember Weinberg and carried unanimously. 
 

13. Overall Work Program 
 
 Mr. Derrick presented the staff report and reviewed the highlights of the OWP.  He explained 

that the OWP serves three purposes.  One is that it serves as a reference to citizens, planners, 
etc.  It also provides for a review of the SBCAG planning process and supports SBCAG’s grant 
applications to Caltrans and the federal government for funding.  He stated that the OWP will be 
circulated to the appropriate agencies for comment in April and that the Intermodal Planning 
Group will be meeting to thoroughly review the proposed OWP.  He said that a final draft would 
come back to the Board in April or May. 

 
14. Commuter Profile Telephone Survey of Santa Barbara, Ventura and San Luis Obispo 

Counties 
 

Ms. Norris presented the staff report.  She said that in the past Traffic Solutions had gathered 
information through a very large mass mail-out, but since returns were low they decided to 
make a change in the methodology and do a random telephone survey for gauging commute 
modes and original destination.  Request for proposals were sent out and all three reviewing the 
RFPs chose Strategic Consulting and Research (SCR).  They offered to provide a sample size 
of 2,100 people within the budgeted amount.  Ms. Norris explained that staff was working with 
SLOCOG and VCTC to secure additional funding support, which would allow all three counties 
to be surveyed and a larger sample size.   These changes will not effect the total cost to 
SBCAG, and will be reflected in the final agreement.  
 
A motion was made by Councilmember Weinberg, seconded by Councilmember Andrisek, and 
unanimously carried to authorize the Executive Director to negotiate and execute an agreement 
with Strategic Consulting & Research (SRC) to conduct a commuter profile survey of Santa 
Barbara, Ventura, and San Luis Obispo Counties at a total cost to SBCAG of $40,000.  

 
15. TEA-21 Reauthorization 
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 A motion was made by Councilmember Orach, seconded by Mayor Hicks, and unanimously 

carried to endorse the “Principals for Reauthorization” of the federal transportation program 
(TEA-21) developed by the State of California in cooperation with CALCOG and other California 
transportation interests. 

   
8. Unmet Transit Needs Hearing 
 

Chair Marshall opened up the public hearing on unmet public transportation needs for the North 
County.  
 
Ruth Garcia summarized the staff report and the letters of comment. 
 
SBCAG provided a certified Spanish language translator for the public hearing.  Mr. Moreno, the 
translator, provided opening comments in Spanish.  No persons providing public comment 
requested translation.   
 
Chris Chatto, Executive Director, Coalition for Sustainable Transportation gave a presentation 
and distributed a report, “The Need for Intercommunity Transit in Santa Barbara County,” to 
SBCAG Board and staff.  He said that at least 53 counties in California provided a form of 
intercommunity service connecting major cities.  He opined that service for the transit-
dependent would be most effective when combined with other existing and successful transit 
services:  for instance, he suggested that service might be provided by expanding Clean Air 
Express beyond a monthly charter system to daily fares and by some buses at off-peak hours.  
He thought that it might be possible for the Chumash Casino to expand their bus service to the 
public.  He stressed that COAST was willing to work with SBCAG and the public in designing 
and implementing a successful intercommunity transit.  Mr. Chatto provided the Board with 
some comment cards developed by COAST and completed by interested persons. 
 
Alex Pujo, President, Coalition for Sustainable Transportation, presented cards requesting 
transit service improvements by residents of the North County region.  Mr. Pujo also stated that 
it would be helpful if SBCAG public hearing notices were printed in Spanish and included 
graphics for a better understanding of the purpose of the public hearing. He emphasized the 
COAST had lots of comment cards and provided some. 
 
Maria Ortega, Lompoc Public Health, discussed the problems of the local access to the TANF 
intercommunity shuttle (between Lompoc and Santa Maria), the need for additional 
intercommunity transit for medical appointments, and the need for regional transit for medical 
appointments in Los Angeles.  Ms. Ortega provided some comment cards developed by COAST 
and completed by interested persons. 
 
Bobbi Thompson, Catholic Charities in Lompoc, discussed the need for additional 
intercommunity transit for medical appointments and the need for regional transit for medical 
appointments in Los Angeles.  Ms. Thompson also discussed the need for transit between 
Lompoc and Solvang for court appointments, transit between Lompoc and Vandenberg Air 
Force Base for LOVARC program participants, and dependable transit service between Lompoc 
and Santa Maria.  She expressed concern that the County DSS contract with SMOOTH for 
service between Lompoc and Santa Maria would expire at the end of June. 
 
Kathleen Karle, Marian Medical Center, discussed the need for additional handicap and 
wheelchair access on public transit.  Ms. Karle stated that when transporting groups, it is 
important to have sufficient space for the number of wheelchair users. 
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Alma Wilson, Guadalupe Healthy Start, acknowledged the transit improvements that have been 
made in the Guadalupe area, but stated that there continues to exist a need for more public 
transit services. She provided 113 comment cards. 
 
Joyce Howerton, individual, stated that there are unmet transit needs and that comments at 
local meetings and at meetings among social service agencies support the need for additional 
transit services.  Ms. Howerton suggested that holding public hearings in the evening in a 
number of communities and providing transportation to these meetings would produce greater 
public input and information regarding transit service needs. 
 
Patti Moore, Children and Families Commission, stated that there was a need for transportation 
to medical appointments and noted that transportation needs had been identified as a “priority 
strategy” for the Children and Families Commission.  Ms. Moore said that transportation in 
support of social service programs is a regional issue. 
 
David Fortson, Santa Barbara County Action Network, requested funds for transit.  He said that 
he had surveyed north county commuters and that most were in cars.  He said he had talked to 
transit dependent people and that they requested buses run earlier and later hours, and on 
Sundays.  He said that the funds received by Social Service Agencies could be better spent on 
health care if there was additional funding for transit.  He emphasized that comment cards 
needed to be on the busses. 
 
Barry Stotts, citizen volunteer, Community Access Network, asked what is public transportation, 
in reference to what transportation needs should be considered in assessing unmet needs.  Mr. 
Stotts discussed the importance of and need for north county social service agencies to attend 
the North County Social Services Transportation Advisory Committee in identifying and 
proposing solutions to North County unmet transit needs.  Mr. Stotts also discussed the closure 
of service by Amtrak on their bus service for non-rail riders.  This is problematic for wheelchair 
users in that the Amtrak bus service accommodates wheelchairs, however Greyhound Bus 
Lines in the area does not. 
 
Bill Deneen, individual, discussed bicycling as an alternative transportation mode and requested 
that more be done for bicyclist safety and the implementation of bicycle lanes to encourage 
bicycling as a transportation mode.  Mr. Deneen asked for specific attention to/ or creation of 
bicycle routes along the levy from Prisca to Guadalupe and the 101 bridge over the Santa Maria 
River. 
 
Ann Lawler, individual, spoke out relative to social justice stating that transit is a contribution to 
the quality of life.  She said that investment in transit makes sense and far outweighs its costs.  
It also improves mobility and plays a key role in creating jobs.  She said there has is an 
economic benefit where transit has improved.    
 
Paula VanGalio, Santa Maria Valley Early Childhood Network, discussed safety issues 
regarding the transportation of young children including the use of seat belts and/or child seats 
in public transit and by private contractors who transport children in Santa Barbara County. 
 
SBCAG provided a certified Spanish language translator for the public hearing.  Mr. Moreno, the 
translator, provided closing comments in Spanish.  No persons providing public comment 
requested translation.  Mr. Moreno added closing comments in English discussing his 
involvement in providing transportation to medical appointments for his community members.  
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Mr. Moreno further stated that transportation to medical appointments is a transportation need in 
the North County. 
 
This concluded the public testimony. 
 
Councilman Weinberg cited the history of HELP and urged volunteer actions to address transit 
needs. 
 
Supervisor Marshall asked if SBCAG had conducted workshops on this issue.  Mr. Powers 
replied that no workshops were held this year.  Mr. Powers concluded by stating that SBCAG 
staff will work with the transit operators and provide an analysis and recommendations to 
SCTAC, NCSSTAC, and TTAC advisory committees for their consideration and bring back a 
recommendation regarding the 2002 Transit Needs Assessment to the board for their 
consideration at the May board meeting. 
 

9. Santa Barbara Airport Facilities Plan Consistence Determination 
  

Mr. Powers said the staff report identified the issues that arose from the previous SBCAG Board 
meeting.  He said he also had provided a staff analysis on when the Camino Real Project was 
reviewed several years ago.  Mr. Powers noted that the focus was relocating the runway 
resulting in a shift of the departure point to the west.  He said for the size of runway this type of 
runway safety area is required by FAA.  He noted that most of the discussion on this project 
relates to land use issues.  The Camino Real Marketplace was discussed as an area that may 
be impacted by the shifting of the runway.   
 
Chair Marshall asked if one of the current buildings were burnt down could they be rebuilt. 
 
Mr. Powers said he would defer to the original decision that found it to be consistent with the 
ALUP.  If a change were made to the building that would be rebuilt then it would need to be 
revisited by ALUP. 
 
Kevin Ready, SBCAG Legal Counsel, stated that as a general rule if there is an approved 
development and you want to replace that development destroyed in a catastrophe, previous 
land use decisions would come into play and this development would be allowed to be rebuilt.   
Mr. Ready also explained by making a finding that the Santa Barbara Airport Facilities Plan is 
consistent with the ALUP then the Board is beginning a first step towards amending the ALUP.  
Mr. Ready presented an alternative that acknowledges a finding and policy determination and 
would grandfather any project not yet completed that was previously found consistent with the 
ALUP. 
 
Mr. John Ledbetter, City of Santa Barbara Airport made an extensive presentation to the board 
on the project, citing alternatives that had been examined and the safety issues associated with 
the project and the minimal impacts of the project on the surrounding area.  He suggested that 
the RSA was part of the ALUC consistency finding on Camino Real. 
 
 Cynthia Brock, Goleta City Councilmember, said that the City of Santa Barbara and City of 
Goleta had met.  She expressed her concern that the City of Santa Barbara has suspended the 
Part 150 study and is requesting that the Airport Facilities Plan be found consistent prior to the 
completion of the study.  She requested that the SBCAG Board defer consideration of the 
Airport Facilities Plan until data is received and then the ALUP can be amended.  If not she 
stated it would only be right to find this plan inconsistent.   
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Ken Taylor spoke in support of the Airport Facilities Plan and noted his concern for the safety of 
people traveling in and out of the Santa Barbara Airport. 
 
Jim Chestnut, Aviation Division Chief for the U.S. Forest Service, stated that the air tankers are 
based at the Santa Barbara Airport and that there is a need for a safety area allowing for 
emergencies. 
 
Callon Kelly, Citizens Planning Association, stated that there was inadequate information.  He 
said he had requested staff look at the alternative of EMAS.  He said this had not occurred. 
 
Derek Westen, representing Girsh Park, said he agreed with the request that Councilmember 
Brock had made.  He stated that the only issue that should be discussed was whether the SB 
Airport Facilities Plan was consistent with the ALUP.  He requested that both plans be updated 
concurrently. 
 
Phil Marking, representing Camino Real LLOC, stated he was in favor of adopting alternative 
13C finding the Camino Real Marketplace consistent, but he noted that a policy could be 
changed at any moment if it not included in an amendment to the ALUP.   
 
Mr. Bill Gilbert, 30-year Goleta resident, spoke in support of the safety improvements to the  
airport. 
 
Mitch Fawn, Deputy Fire Chief with the SB Fire Department, said that safety is the number one 
issue among firefighters.  He explained that this project would provide protection in the event an 
aircraft overshoots the runway.  He expressed concern in crossing the creek at the end of the 
airport in an emergency.   
 
Mr. Powers said that back in 1997 when they were considering the Camino Real Project the 
design of the SB Airport Facilities Plan was conceptual at that time.  There was an 
understanding and concern expressed by the airport to carry out this project.  Staff was directed 
not to comment on that project because it was not yet a concrete proposal.  He noted that the 
airport had advocated for SBCAG to consider this project at that time. 
 
Mr. Ready said that his advice at that time was that the ALUC could not consider the proposed 
extension of the runway because it was just a proposal and there was not enough information 
and that a decision had to be based on the existing land use plan.  Mr. Ready said that the 
Board needed to make a determination on this project today, or if not it will be found to be 
automatically consistent with the ALUP. 
 
Karen Ramsdell, Airport Director, was asked to speak relative to the Part 150 study.  She said 
this study is a more comprehensive study to look at noise control and land use.  She said that it 
looks at airport operational improvements that can be made.   
 
Councilmember Hart said that the communities initiated the Part 150 Study.  The FAA requires 
this study but that it is a separate and distinct study from the modeling that was done.   
 
Supervisor Rose asked whether the Part 150 Study would be continued. 
 
Ms. Ramsdell said that this study would resume once the Santa Barbara Airport Facilities Plan 
goes before the Coastal Commission. 
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Mayor Arca moved, seconded by Supervisor Gray adoption of the findings and 
recommendations that determine the Santa Barbara Airport Aviation Facilities Plan is consistent 
with the Airport Land Use Plan for Santa Barbara County with the amendment of finding number 
13 prepared by Kevin Ready as follows: 
 
The RSA project will impact the Camino Real project and other approved plans or projects 
currently under the Approach Control Zone West of Runway 7.  The shifting of the “one mile 
marker” will impose stricter land use development and building restrictions on future land use 
development not previously found consistent with the ALUP.  Specific plans and development 
plans previously found consistent with the then-existing ALUP shall not, as a matter of ALUC 
policy, be found inconsistent by intervening changes in airport plans or the ALUP.  Projects, 
significantly changed from past consideration shall be considered de novo under policies and 
the ALUP provisions in place upon that future consideration date. 
 
Supervisory Rose requested consideration of limits on hours of operation.  Ms. Ramsdell replied 
that while federal law prohibited curfews, the study could examine nighttime limits.   
 
Supervisor Rose asked about statistical probabilities of an accident.  Dave Davis, City of Santa 
Barbara Community Development Director, cited a prior ATA study citing the risks as minimal.  
Mr. Powers reflected on the historic debate on this issue and indicated that while the risks were 
small, the consequences were large.   
 
Councilman Hawxhurst emphasized his concerns about the project permitting larger aircraft.  
Mr. Powers indicated larger aircraft had historically used the airport, but they were in for 
servicing and had no passengers and limited fuel.   
 
Mayor DeWees emphasized his perspective is that the proposed project improves safety. 
 
Supervisor Rose expressed her concern about the sequencing of the facilities plan and the 
ALUP update.  She also requested expedited action on the Part 150 study.  Ms. Ramsdell 
indicated that the Airport would restart the Part 150 study and examine operation constraints.  
 
Councilman Andrisek called for a vote on the motion.  The motion carried with Supervisor 
Marshall and Councilmember Hawxhurst opposed. 
 

Committee Reports 
 
None 
 
Executive Director’s Report 
 
None 
 
Communications 
 
Included in board packet 
 
Adjournment 
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 The meeting was adjourned at 12:57 p.m. The next meeting will be a Board retreat on April1, 
2002 at 9:00 a.m. at the Buellton Marriott.   

 


