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STAFF REPORT 
 
 
 
 
SUBJECT: 2010 Census  
 
 
MEETING DATE: October 7, 2009 AGENDA ITEM: 4 
 
 
STAFF CONTACT: Michael Powers, Brian Bresolin 
 
 
RECOMMENDATION: 
 
Receive status report on 2010 Census outreach activities of local agencies and discuss 
coordination opportunities. 
 
 
DISCUSSION: 
  
At the August meeting the SBCAG Board directed that the two Subregional Planning 
Committees of SBCAG serve as a means of coordinating outreach for the upcoming April 2010 
Census.  At the September North County Subregional meeting local Complete Count 
Committee (CCC) representatives in North County provide an overview of their recent 2010 
census related outreach activities.  Since that time there has been a meeting of the Santa Maria 
Complete Count Committee (CCC) and a CCC meeting scheduled by County staff for the South 
Coast on October 14th.    
 
This staff report summarizes the meeting that took place in Santa Maria.  In addition, staff has 
invited local staff census contacts to the meeting in order to provide you with local updates. 
 
The Santa Maria CCC meeting took place on September 14 at the Atkinson Center classroom, 
in Santa Maria at12:30 p.m. The 24 attendees are as follows: 
 
(13 returnees from 1st meeting):  
City of Santa Maria (Mark van de Kamp and Rosie Narez) 
City of Guadalupe (Amelia Villegas) 
Census (Amy Allen-Lopez, Asst. Manager of Field Operations, Michael Dave Rodriguez, 
Partnership Specialist, and Margarita Diaz) 
American Red Cross (Michael Johnson) 
Santa Maria-Bonita School District (Maggie White) 
NAACP (Nadine Caldwell Cleveland) 
Central Coast Literacy Council (Isa Ponce-Jimenez) 
California Rural Legal Assistance (Mary Jacka) 
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County of Santa Barbara (Susan Curtis) 
SBCAG (Brian Bresolin)  
 
(11 newcomers): 
American Red Cross (Ursula Rogers) 
Community Action Commission (Aurea Dominguez and Skye Allmang) 
Fighting Back Santa Maria Valley (Teresa Menchaca) 
City of Lompoc (Dinah Lockhart and Lucille Breese) 
City of Santa Maria (Christie Alarcon) 
Independent Living Resource Center (Jennifer Griffin and Kathleen Riel) 
Community Health Centers (Gail Tutino) 
SDX Media (David Patterson) 
  
Mark van de Kamp from the City of Santa Maria, and Amy Allen-Lopez of the Census Bureau 
provided an introduction to the census and why it is important that everyone is counted.  The 
City is encouraging schools, the hospital, employers, and nonprofits to be part of CCC’s.  Amy 
said every person counted results in approximately $2,000 per year in federal and state money 
that goes to the community through various programs that use census data as allocation 
criteria.   Mark invited individuals from numerous nonprofits to this meeting that receive 
Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) and HOME funds that are tied to population 
figures. 
 
Amy said her address canvassing team in Santa Barbara and other counties has discovered 
many additional potential residential units than on the original address list when census address 
canvassing started.  Amy said a questionnaire needs to be completed by each family living in a 
housing unit.  There may be three families sharing a house and that means three questionnaires 
need to be provided.  Brian Bresolin (SBCAG) inquired about the method used to count the 
transient farm worker population and Amy provided a review of the numerous farm worker labor 
contractors the Santa Maria office has already contacted. 
 
Partnership support funding is provided by Census and can offer up to $2,999 for products and 
$2,499 for services to agencies who sign up as census partners.  Those agencies can choose a 
vendor to make signs, banners, tote bags, coffee cups, pens, etc. with the census logo to help 
spread the word.  Dave Patterson, of SDX communications, described the process and provided 
an example of People Helping People that chose to co-brand its own logo on Census tote bags.  
Co-branding helps establish trust for the Census through a local organization with whom people 
are already comfortable.  Dave Rodriguez (Census) explained how the partnership program 
works and distributed partnership forms and funding request forms to those interested.  The 
forms are included in Attachment 1.  Dave also indicated that the Census can provide a mock-
up version of a vendor partnership application so that partners can see how a vendor must 
complete a form to ensure it meets Census Bureau expectations.  Additionally, Dave indicated 
he would investigate options for partners that have multiple offices in locations throughout the 
County to determine if they can apply for partnership reimbursement for each office or if they 
are restricted to one partnership reimbursement option for the entire organization.  Amy said the 
Census provides translation services for the deaf, so agencies do not have to use their 
partnership money for that purpose. The census even can provide training and has persons 
fluent in Spanish and Mixteco. 
 
County staff discussed scheduling and co-hosting a Lompoc CCC meeting in the near future.  
 
SBCAG staff provided Lompoc reps with the Community Resources Directory (CRIS) directory 
mailing labels for social service agencies in Lompoc and provided Mark with CRIS directory 
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labels for Santa Maria.  The directory contains a comprehensive list of all social services 
agencies in the county.  Distributing the appropriate section of the list to all jurisdictions helps 
ensure that there are no geographical areas neglected in the outreach effort.  City staff has 
invited the Census to participate in a booth at the “Autumn Arts Grapes and Grains” festival in 
October 2009.  The next CCC meeting for Santa Maria is scheduled to be in mid-October that 
may involve the local media. 
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Attachment 1, Census Partnership Funding Applications 
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