
 

  

 

 

 
  

MEETING SUMMARY 
 

NORTH COUNTY SUBREGIONAL PLANNING COMMITTEE 
 

Wednesday, October 4, 2009 
9:00 a.m. 

Central Coast Water Agency 
Buellton, CA 

 
1. CALL TO ORDER AND ROLL CALL: 

 
Members Present: Mike Siminski, Mayor, City of Lompoc, Vice-Chair; Doreen Farr, Supervisor 
Third District; Joe Centeno, Supervisor, Fifth District; Lupe Alvarez, Mayor, City of Guadalupe; 
Ed Skytt, Councilmember, City of Solvang; Larry Lavignino, Mayor, City of Santa Maria; Rich 
Krumholtz, Caltrans, District 5 (ex-officio member)  

 
Members Absent:  Joni Gray, Supervisor, Fourth District; Russ Hicks, Mayor, City of Buellton 

 
SBCAG Staff Members Present:  Jim Kemp, Executive Director; Michael Powers, Deputy 
Director; Steve VanDenburg, Deputy Director; Gregg Hart, Public Information Officer 

 
2. PUBLIC COMMENT 
 

There was no public comment. 
 
3. MEETING SUMMARY 
 
 Following a motion by Mayor Alvarez, seconded by Councilmember Skytt, the Meeting 
 Summary of September 2 was approved. 
 
4. 2010 CENSUS 
 

Michael Powers provided a summary of the census staff report.  Vice-Chair Siminski asked if 
population is used to allocate transportation funds and Michael replied affirmatively, indicating 
that population criteria are used to allocate tens’ of millions of dollars in transportation funds 
every year. 
 
Mark Bouscaren of the Census Bureau indicated he would be staff for the Santa Ynez and 
Lompoc Valleys and summarized his recent activities working with local agencies developing 
and providing posters for libraries and buses. 
 
Dave Matson of the County Long Range Planning Division indicated the County is moving 
forward with the development of a regional Strategic Communication Plan for Census outreach 
and is soliciting input from local agencies.  The County will use the information to help develop a 
master calendar that will enable staff to identify outreach opportunities, methods/channels and 
dates, which we can use as a tool to do more coordinated outreach.  County staff will provide 
the Board of Supervisors with an overview of outreach activities at a briefing tentatively 
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scheduled for November 10.  County staff is discussing scheduling and co-hosting a Lompoc 
CCC meeting in the near future.  Plans are in the works for a similar meeting in Santa Barbara. 

 
Supervisor Farr emphasized the importance of outreach to County Boards and Commissions 
and the faith community. Vice Chair Siminski emphasized the need to involve the schools and 
churches.  Mr. Matson indicated that this will be accomplished.  

 
5. MEASURE A STRATEGIC PLAN 
 

Jim Kemp introduced the item and Bob Bramen, PB Consult, provided a PowerPoint 
presentation on the background and issues emerging from the development of the Plan. The 
presentation included a discussion of the project protocols, revenue assumptions, and 
alternative cash flow scenarios that are being developed with input from TTAC. 

 
Supervisor Farr asked when there was agreement on the grouping priorities.  Mr. Kemp replied 
that staff reviewed these with the Committees in August. Supervisor Farr requested more 
information on the priority setting process, recommended that the color scheme in the grouping 
be carried forth to the other charts for consistency, suggested a map be prepared that locates 
the phases for the 101 project, and concurred with the caution about using other speculative 
funds such as developer fees in the strategic plan..   
 
Rich Krumholtz stressed the importance of Highway 101 to the economy.  He stated that the 
HOV lane requires a system to be fully functional.  He expressed Caltrans commitment to 
deliver projects but that SBCAG will be required to provide funding support.  He cautioned that 
the CTC has institutional memory of when SBCAG rejected state funds for the 101 widening in 
the early 1990’s and an aggressive posture will be required to secure state funds. 
 
Vice-chair Siminski asked where the geographic balance was in Alternative 1.  He expressed 
concern that the central part of the county was getting shortchanged since the Santa Ynez river 
crossing and SR 246 improvements would be delivered towards the end of the program. 
 
Supervisor Farr and Mayor Alvarez expressed the importance of delivering projects promised to 
the voters but this will be challenging given constrained revenues.   

  
6.  EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR’S REPORT 
 

Jim Kemp indicated the Measure A Citizens Advisory Committee had its first meeting, elected a 
chair, approved by-laws, and received some background information on Measure A.  Mayor 
Alvarez who attended the meeting added he was impressed with the diligence of the group. 
 
Mr. Kemp stated the Santa Maria River Bridge ARRA application was submitted by SBCAG staff 
in partnership with SLOCOG and Caltrans District 5. However, the ARRA TIGER program is 
very competitive and projects will ultimately be selected by the USDOT..  A statewide 
consensus committee has not recommended that the Governor’s office support the bridge 
project.  He urged members to contact their local state legislators to indicate their support for 
the project and to urge that the Governor support the project. .    
 
Vice-chair Siminski asked about the implications of alternative fuels and more fuel efficient 
vehicles to gas tax revenues.  Mr. Kemp replied that gas taxes are a major source of 
transportation funding and there are serious concerns with its long-term viability given 
improvements in vehicle efficiency. 
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There being no other business, the committee adjourned. 


