
 

  
 

 

 
  

MEETING SUMMARY 
 

NORTH COUNTY SUBREGIONAL PLANNING COMMITTEE 
 

Wednesday, February 21, 2007 
  
 

Council Chambers 
City of Buellton 

140 West Highway 246 
Buellton, CA 

 
 

The North County Subregional Planning Committee (NCSPC) is a Board subcommittee of the Santa 
Barbara County Association of Governments. 
 
In compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act, individuals needing special accommodations to 
participate in the meeting should contact SBCAG at least three working days prior to the scheduled 
meeting. 

 
  

1. CALL TO ORDER AND ROLL CALL: 
 

Members Present:    Joe Centeno, Supervisor, Fifth District; Joni Gray, Supervisor, Fourth 
District; Russ Hicks, Councilmember, City of Buellton; Larry Lavagnino, Councilmember, City of 
Santa Maria; Dick DeWees, Mayor, City of Lompoc; Jim Richardson, Councilmember, City of 
Solvang; Lupe Alvarez, Mayor, City of Guadalupe;.     

  
Members Absent:   Brooks Firestone, Supervisor, Third District;  
 
Staff Members Present:   Jim Kemp, Executive Director;  Michael Powers, Deputy Director of 
Planning; Scott Spaulding, Traffic Solutions Transit Services Coordinator; Sarkes Khachek, 
Transportation Planner. 

 
2.        ELECTION OF OFFICERS 
 

Following a motion by Supervisor Centeno, seconded by Mayor Lavagnino Councilman Russ 
Hicks was unanimously elected Chairman. 

 
Following a motion by Supervisor Centeno, seconded by Councilman Richardson, Mayor Lupe 
Alvarez was unanimously elected Vice-Chairman. 
 

2. PUBLIC COMMENT 
 
 Chairman Hicks asked for public comment and there was none 
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3. MEETING SUMMARY  

 
The members present received the September, 2006 meeting summary without comment. 
  
 

4. LOCAL TRANSPORTATION FUNDING NEEDS 
 
Jim Kemp summarized the staff report.   
 
Mayor Alvarez requested a clarification of the amount and term.  Mr. Kemp replied that a ½ cent 
Measure would be for 20 or 30 years.  He stated that the September 2005 poll conducted by 
SBCAG stated the support was stable for a 20 or 30 year measure but its effect is a $300 million 
difference in revenue.  
 
Chair Hicks suggested a 20 year term would generate less opposition.  He added that 
subregional programs are necessary and more attention needs to be given to SR246.  
Supervisor Centeno emphasized the need for local control over how the money is spent.   
 
Supervisor Gray stated she would have a hard time placing a renewal measure back on the 
ballot.  She would need to see huge support from business, an aggressive support by elected 
officials, and an opportunity to pull the plug before putting it on the ballot if it all did not come 
together.   
 
Chair Hicks asked for public comment. 
 
Andy Caldwell stated his concerns with the last measure such as not involving the business 
community, putting too much regional money into local projects, north county belief they were 
paying for south coast commuter rail, need for more local control over alternatives, the need for 
101 widening to be the key regional project, etc.   
 
Supervisor Gray expressed her appreciation to the Measure D Renewal committee particularly 
Jim Salvido and Gerald Comati.  She said the committee had limited support to work phone 
banks. 
 
Supervisor Centeno emphasized the need to involve the major stakeholders.   
 
Councilman Richardson emphasized the use of the sales tax for roadway users and it did not 
make sense to survey non auto users. 
 
Mayor Lavagnino stated the last measure was overloaded on alternative transportation, 
particularly the commuter train.  He advocated for a ½ cent, 20 year, bifurcated n/s plan, local 
control with either a 70:30 or 60:40 local regional split.  He stressed that local sales tax rich 
communities may go it alone if the region can’t come together. 
 
Mayor DeWees concurred with the parameters outlined by Mayor Lavagnino and stressed the 
measure can’t be all things to all people and that there must be a willingness to compromise.  
 
Mayor Alvarez stressed the need to keep the renewal measure simple. 
 
Supervisor Gray stressed the need for a scoping meeting that encourages representative 
opinion leaders from business, agriculture, and others to present their views.   
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5. CLEAN AIR EXPRESS TRANSITION 
 
 Scott Spaulding presented the staff report.  Mayor Lavagnino asked for a clarification of the 

funding source and amount.  Mr. Spaulding replied that staff was proposing regional Measure D 
from SBCAG, not TDA funding, to assist the local transition.  He clarified that the amount of 
Measure D was tied to board approval on how the current fleet is split between the COLT and 
SMAT.  Jim Kemp emphasized that transit operators have access to transit operating funds, 
such as STA, TDA, etc., that SBCAG does not receive or have access to.   Mayor Lavagnino 
asked for more information of the air quality issues associated with the transfer and Mr. 
Spaulding replied that transit agency compliance strategies vary due to several factors, 
including the type of bus (“urban bus” and/or “transit fleet vehicle”), composition of existing 
transit agency fleet, and possible restructuring of routes as part of the transition.  He added that 
SBCAG recognizes some additional emission controls will be necessary on some buses 
regardless of which transit agency operates the service. 

   
 Under public comment Dave Whitehead, City of Santa Maria stated that they had been working 

with SBCAG staff on this transition and believed that Santa Maria could assume management of 
the service as long as some significant obstacles are addressed.   

 
 
6. OTHER BUSINESS 
 
 Councilman Jim Richardson introduced Solvang’s alternate to the SBCAG board, Linda 

Jackson. 
 
 Jim Kemp indicated that SBCAG staff was offering technical assistance to the County of Santa 

Barbara in planning for a demonstration farmworker vanpool transportation program. 
 
 Jim Kemp provided an update on the bond funds and the SBCAG application indicating that the 

latest CTC action filled the $20 million shortfall for the 101 south CMIA project but rejected the 
funding for the Santa Maria River Bridge.  Mr. Kemp added that staff would recommend $1.9 
million from the upcoming STIP Augmentation program to fund SBCAG’s share of the final 
design and R/W costs to get it ready of construction in the event funds became available.   

  
 
7. ADJOURN 
 
 There being no other business, the committee adjourned. 


