
 

  
 

 

 
  

MEETING SUMMARY 
 

NORTH COUNTY SUBREGIONAL PLANNING COMMITTEE 
 

Monday, September 18 2006 
  
 

Council Chambers 
City of Buellton 

140 West Highway 246 
Buellton, CA 

 
 

The North County Subregional Planning Committee (NCSPC) is a Board subcommittee of the Santa 
Barbara County Association of Governments. 
 
In compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act, individuals needing special accommodations to 
participate in the meeting should contact SBCAG at least three working days prior to the scheduled 
meeting. 

 
  

1. CALL TO ORDER AND ROLL CALL: 
 

Members Present:    Marty Mariscal, Councilmember and Committee Chairman, City of Santa 
Maria; Dick DeWees, Mayor, City of Lompoc; Ed Skytt, Councilmember, City of Solvang.     

  
Members Absent:   Joe Centeno, Supervisor, Fifth District; Russ Hicks, Councilmember, City 
of Buellton Brooks Firestone, Supervisor, Third District; Joni Gray, Supervisor, Fourth District; 
Lupe Alvarez, Mayor, City of Guadalupe; 
 
Staff Members Present:   Jim Kemp, Executive Director;  Michael Powers, Deputy Director of 
Planning; Scott Spaulding, Traffic Solutions Transit Services Coordinator; Sarkes Khachek, 
Transportation Planner; Brittany Odermann, Transportation Planner. 
 
Chairman Mariscal stated that while their was not a quorum present for official business, the 
committee members present would receive information and provide comments but would not 
take any formal actions. 

 
2. PUBLIC COMMENT 
 
 Chairman Mariscal asked for public comment and there was none.  
 
3. MEETING SUMMARY  

 
The members present received the June 8, 2006 meeting summary without comment. 
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4. NORTH COUNTY TRANSIT PLAN 
 

Michael Powers provided background on development of the North County Transit Plan and 
introduced Linda Rhine, Project Manager, Nelson Nygaard who presented a summary of the 
plan.   

 
Mayor DeWees observed that the prevailing densities of residential development may not 
support intense transit and asked if there was a specific threshold density that would create a 
market for transit.  Linda Rhine replied that transit use was based on a variety of factors 
including adjacent land uses, demographics, and type of housing.  Chairman Mariscal noted 
that the City of Santa Maria had provided for higher densities along the Blosser corridor to 
promote transit use.  Linda assured Mayor DeWees that the recommendations were guidelines 
that might be useful to local agencies to promote transit use. 
 
Councilman Skytt asked for clarification of the pie charts illustrating projected revenues and it 
was agreed that totals would be added to reflect the differences in the size of the pies. 
 
Mayor DeWees asked if the report recommended a Regional Transit Authority.  Linda replied 
no, that this was considered but based on input was not recommended at this time.  Rather a 
Transit Coordinating Council composed of local transit representatives and staffed by SBCAG 
would work on the recommendations in the Plan. 
 
Chair Mariscal indicated he was disappointed in the overall turnout at the public meetings on the 
Plan.  He asked how many new riders would be added with the new services.  It was agreed to 
add this information to the final report. 
 
Chair Mariscal and Mayor DeWees asked if service expansions could be funded and Linda 
replied affirmatively but it would involve tradeoffs with new local or regional services.  Michael 
Powers emphasized that there was limited fund sources to support new services and, absent a 
renewal of Measure D, TDA or some other source of local funding would be required.   
 
Chair Mariscal asked if the additional connections from Guadalupe would be warranted given 
the smaller population.  Michael Powers replied that it was a growing community and a small 
addition of service enabled the residents to access the Breeze and Route 10 and significantly 
increase accessibility to other areas.   
 
Chair Mariscal asked if there were public comment. 
 
Matt Dobberteen, County Public Works provided information on the Breeze.  He stated that the 
operating costs for the service is about $500,000 per year, or $160,000 per year divided among 
the various agencies.  The extension to Buellton would probably increase this cost to $225,000 
per agency.  A relatively lower incremental cost for new service since a lot of the planning for 
the overall service between Lompoc and Santa Maria could be applied to a new service 
extension. 
 
Chair Mariscal asked if there were ongoing discussions regarding a JPA for North County 
services.  Michael Powers replied that there were discussion related to changes associated with 
the Clean Air Express, ongoing discussions with the Breeze, and overall discussions with the 
development of the North County Transit Plan.  Councilman Skytt requested that the City of 
Solvang be included in the discussions of overall changes in North County transit services.  
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Michael Powers stated that the city of Solvang and Santa Ynez Transit would be involved in 
these deliberations.   
 
Chair Mariscal recognized the need for a broad regional approach.  Jim Kemp said a new 
approach was needed to operate and fund regional services and the renewal of Measure D 
provided considerable funding support for new regional services.  Chair Mariscal that in looking 
at regional services the study should have examined broader solutions such as light rail.  Mayor 
DeWees stated that years ago he recalled that folks had examined this and it was cost 
prohibitive.   
 

5. OTHER ITEMS 
 
Michael Powers stated that staff had arranged a presentation by the San Luis Obispo Council of 
Governments to brief the board on their regional growth blueprint planning effort.  He stated 
there were important connections between the two counties that the board recognized and this 
was a part of a continuing effort to keep the board informed of important activities going on in 
adjacent counties.   
 

6. ADJOURN 
 
 There being no other business, the committee adjourned. 


